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% beleved in the Lord,

Greetings of love to all in the name of Jesus Christ

May 1* was ceiebrated as intermational Workers' Day, This
day reminds us of the necessity of respecting the rights
of workers. We should develop an atttude of love and
care towards the common people. The warkers must be
vigsant to protect ther nights which they gained through
many fights and sirikes, At the same fime, the workers'
organizations shoukd not forget ther responsibilities to
socity and people.

The transfars of the priests ane in effect from May 1, 2022,
Let us praise God for theirservices. We pray that the priesis
serve for the good of society by surrendering to the grace
of God. Our newly ordained Achens were entrusted with
duties from May 15" As the cost of living has increased,
the Episcopal Synod took 3 decision to increase the salary
of the priests in accordance with the times. A circular
will be sent with defails. The cooperation of parishes and
organizations s highly necessary in this matter

& | Maor Thoma Messenger | kiy- 2022

Dr Alexandar Mar Thoma Valiva Matropolftan Memarial
Lecture was conducted on Apd 4% al Ebenezer Mar
Thoma Ghurch, Theissur. Most Respected Cardinal Mar
George Alencherry, Major Archbishop of the Syro- Malzbar
Church, was the chiel guest Cardinal Mar Alenchemy
delivered the Memonal Lecture. His Grace Dr Aprem
Metropolitan, and Padma Shri Dr. Sosamma Ipe were
felicitated in that meeting.

| visited our Kuwa#t panishes from Aprl 7 through 17,
2022 and led Passion Wesk services. As the priests have
ongoing visa problems, | met with the relevant authorities
and the office bearers of the Mafional Evangalical Church
in Kuwait (NECK), conveying the concemns of the Church
regarding visa issuas.

It & quite comforting to note that the soread of Covid has
siowed down, Many changes have occumed during the
pandamic. Onfine worship is one among them. Those
who wera unable to aftend the worship in person got an
Opportunity to participate virtually fram their homes. Many
people are now going back to church to attend services,



But we should not stop the anling arrangements. 1 will be
wseful for those whao are sick and eldearly.

The Orthodax Church of Ukraine, which follows the Julian
Calendar in worship order, celebrated Easter on Sunday
April 24" Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary General, ashed
Russia for a ceasefire during Easier. We may debate
the importance of Easter while a war |5 going on. The
idealogy of war ks hatred. War creates so many hurdies
and problems that affect &l countries. Life Is based on
interactive collaboration. Wa are called to be agents of
peace. Understanding each other is especially important.
The very existence of the wordd 5 grounded in the
awareness of this truth

It gives all of us immense joy that Bishap Vashti Murphy
Mckenzie of the African Methodist Epsscopal Church
is being elected as President of the Mational Council of
Churches in USA (NCCC LSA). This s tha first ima an
African-bom woman i elecied to the supreme position of
NCCC USA. The Mar Thoma Church is an active member
of the American NGCC USA. Our Rt Rev. Dr, lsaac Mar
Phioxenos Thirumeni is a member of the NCCC USA
Governing Board. We wish Bishop Mckenzie the best
when the world is gong through a cringal Bme in history
The General Assembly Meeting of the Communion of
Churches in India (GCl) was conducted at Shanthigin
in Alwaye, Kerata, Qur Church hosted the meeting. Dr
Prakash P Thomas was elecied Executive Secretary of CCI
Congratulations to Dv. Prakash P Thomas,

We have a strang Constitubion and systematic procedures
for the well-ordered rumning of our Church. Theological
matters and subjects related to worship are dealt by our
Theological Commission and Liturgical Commission.
They keep abesast of our worship orders and protect
the thepdogical visions of our Church. It has come 1o the
notice of the Church that some people engage in teaching
different views other than those accepted by our official
commissions. This is not desirable. This is not acceptable.
| advise that all, especially the clengy, should abstain from
such wrong teachings and activiies. Nobody & allowed
o publish altered worship orders other than published by
the official Publication Board of the Mar Thoma Churgh.
Partshes, organizations, and congregations must not
iry to publish worship orders. it should be noted hat if
something has been published without the permission of
the Metropoltan and the approval of the Synod, all such
publications will be considerad unofficial publications.

We take pride in being the largest democracy in the world.
Butit is a sorrowful fact that in India the tendency to divide
peopée in the name of caste and religion for creating voe
barks iz increasing day by day. The minorities are being
ized a2 effective toole in this division process. Demacracy

becomes meaningful in its practical realms onby when the
governments fake the responsibility to protect the interests
of the citizens (mespective of caste and reigion. We
congratulate the five slate ministries newly formed, after
the elections to the state assemblies (In India). Let us wish
thamn all the bast We hope they wil uphoid the vaiues of
saculansm and social justice, and act for the betterment of
the people, Let us keap them in prayers too,

Our young peopée are relocating o the USA, Ganada, UK,
New Zealand, Germany, and other countries for higher
cludies alter their secondary school education. The rate of
unempiayment is Increasing in Kerala day by day. Poltical
violence, cormuption, poltion and contamination, and
lwatessness lead to disappointment among the young
generation. The Church and sociaty must ry 1o undarstand
the problems amaong young people whose talents must be
tapped through various plans and schemes The Church
and society must treat them with dignity and accept
their talents. Or else, the insecunty that will 2nsue will be
detrimentzl to the future of our tand,

During the month of March, | visited our panighas in Oman,
and led Haoly Communion Services at Ruwi, Sohar, and
Ghala. | participated in the Parish Day Meeting of Ruwi
Mar Thoma Church Many of our people were compelied
to return to Karala, owing to the Pandeamic. We have to
hold them in prayers. Hev. M. Jacob, vicar of the Sohar
Mar Thorma Church, had a heart attack which shocked
everyone. | started my return travel from Oman, only
after knowing that Achen had overcome his serious
condition. God gave Achen amazing healing. He is
getting better. Praisa the Lord,

Dr. Soosa Pakiam, the Archbishop Emeritus of the Latin
Rite Archdiocese of Thiruvananthapuram has retired.
Or Soosa Pakiam 15 @ Church Father with deep faith
and social commitment. His contributions to his own
Church and the state are beyvond measure. He helped
the destitute and the helpless. He is a faithful friend of
tha Mar Thoma Charch. We wish him afl the best in his
retired |ife and pray for the grace of God to lead a paaceful
e, Dr, Thomas J, Netio was ordained as the Archbishop
of Latn Mrchdiocese of Thiruvananthapuram. He
stcceeds Dr. Soosa Pakiam Thirumeni. Bt Rev. Jozeph
Mar Barnabas Suffragan Metropolitan represented the
Mar Thoma Church during the consecration ceramaony.
Barnabas Thirumeni has conveyed our best wishes to
the newly consecrated Archbishop, Or. Thomas J. Netto.

The Maramon Convention of 2022 ended In a blessed
manner Let us praise God for His grace that enveloped
the comention throughout It B amazing that this

convention has been going on for the last 127 years
without break on the Pampa riverised, Thousands have
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come to know Jesus Christ through the Word that
&chped In the convention. | pray that the word of God we
listened during the comvantion brngs in Us repentance,
renewal, and transformation, Lat it guide us to a new
spirtuality. | expreszs my gratitude to the office bearers
of the Mar Thoema Evangalistic Association, members of
the managing committee, gthers who helped in various
ways, and aspeciafly the Gowernmeant of Kerala for
making the success of the convantion 3 reality.

At. Rex. Dr. Euyakir Mar Coorilos Suffragan Metropolitan
gave blessed leadership in the past as the Fresident of
the Mar Thoma Evangefistic Association. | convey my
gratitude 1o Thirumeni. Fram March 19 Rt Rev. Joseph
Mar Barnabas Suflragan Matropolitan i assigned 1o be
the President of the Evangalistic Assaciation. | pray that
Thirumeni's assignment be a sowrce of prograss for the
gospel and incrzasze of the kingdom of God.

The annual conference of the clergy was conducted
onling on February S.and 10, 2022, “Changing Times,
Blooming Church® was the theme. Changes are
constant, Our relevance is determined by our responses
1o the changas around us, The pandemic has increased
fconomic and social mequality giobally. We should
not forgat the fact that Jesus, who in the midst of the
painful axperiencas of crucifiion showad the thief on
the cross the possibility of salvation, is the basis of our
faith. When we take up that mission, the Church not cnly
tlooms, but spreads fragrance and blossoms tog. Dr
George Zachariah led the thematic discussion, and Rey,
V.M. Mathew led the Bible study

The World Council of Churches (WGGC) will hold its
meeting in Germany In August-September this year The
theme of the General Assembly s “Chnst's Love Moves
the World to Reconciliation and Unity." This theme
remninds ug that Chrigt offered himesalf on the cross as
an expression of his deep love tothe wordd. In retum for
His love, we have gained the right to love Ghrist, and
through Him the universe that God has created. In the
epistie to the Gorinthians, St Paul rerminds us, “Christ's
love campels us.” Based on the Assembly's theme, itis
desrable to arrangs study programs in our parishes and
other organizations. Let us pray that Christ's love guides
the post-Cavid world to reconcillation and unity.

Rt. Rev. Dr. Euyakim har Coorilos Sutfragan Metropolitan
ook charge of the Delhi Diocese along with tha Mumbai
Diccese, and RL Rev Joseph Mar Bamabas Suffragan
Metropolitan fook charge of the Kottarakkara-Punalur
Diocese aleng with tha Trivandrum-Kaollam Diocese from
March 1, 2022, Lat us remember all sur Bishops and
their diocases in our prayers. The Sabha Council that
met on Feb, 11, 2022, discussed the recessity to elact
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mare Eplscopas in our Church. Thereby the Gouncd
decided 1o present an officlal rezolution 1or alecting four
new Episcopas in the forthcoming Sabha Mandalam
Mesting to be held on September 13, 14, and 15,
2022, and if it gats passed, to present another official
resolution to elect an Episcopal Momination Board,
| invoke all to give prayerful support and cooparation on
this impartant need of the Church. Alter discussions in
the Sabha Council and approval by the Episcopal Synod,
it was decided to appoint Rev. Dr. Easow Mathew, Rex.
K. ¥ Jacob, and Rev, Mathew John as Vicars-General of
thve Mar Thoma Church. | pray that these appainiments
be a cause for the imely growth of the Ghurch and the
glonfication of God's name. Let us wish them ail the
best,

=dyyid Hyder Ali Shihab Thangal, who was a well-
respected person in Kerala passed away He was 2
gpirtual teader for many. Ha taught that unification 13
humanitarianism. He remained a madiater for unification
and recancilfation. His death 5 a great loss to Kerala
soclety. D Thomas Mar Theethos Episcopa went to
Fanakkad and expressed the condolences of the Mar
Thoma Church on the demisa of Hyder Ali Shihab
Thangal.

Rewv. 5. V. Cherian, one of our sanior priests was called
to tha eternal abode. He was a role model im many
waye, Rev, J. Chinnadoral was taken into etemal glory,
He was the first Mar Thoma Priest from Karmataka, He
worked in aimost all the mission fields of Karnataka.
He was always with e people. Another senior priest
af our Church, Rev. ¥ Mathai Achen went to ba with
the Lord, His blessed services in many parishes wil
ever be remembared. We pralse God for the life of al
our departed Achens and oin In the somows of the
bereaving families. We convey the despest condaolences
of the Mar Thorma Church.

Iarch was tha month of Lemt. The Bible readings for this
period halped ue to experience healing and coherence
far our indwviduality, o as to renew the comictions of
aur missions, The theme for our reflection on March &"
was, “Heaing that Comforts.” When Jesus, moved by
compassion, puts forth his kand and heals the leper. he
Wwas giving the leper the divine comiort. It was a restoring
ministry that Jesus was daoing. We meditated on the
thema “Healing through Forgiveness of Sins” on March
137, the second Sunday. Sin weakens man. The real
gospel is Jesus who forgives sins, On March 207, we
meditated on the topic, “Universal Salvation in Chirist.”
The wiaman who comes near Jesus fram Tyre and Sidon
ie tha symbol of helplessness and dajection. Her faith
strpasses the boundaries of caste and race. To provide



the sublime experience of salvation for those who come
near JEsus is the solution to the ssues of today's wond
The last Sunday of March we meditated on the theme,
*Christ wha gives perfection to personhood.” By curing
the crippled woman, Jesus proves that Sabbath Day is
quite perfect for the healing ministry. She is now frea
She can face life with boldness. Only Jesus Christ
can give a person complete release fram any kind of
bondage.

The morth of April comprised of days whers wa meditated
the Passion, Crucdixion, Bural, and Resurrection of our
blessed Lormd. The aim of thase meditations was the
proclamation. and witnessing of the . great hope, the
human race was given through Jasus Christ The first
Sunday of April, we maditzted on the topic, “Christ who
gives Hopeful Vision.” Though Bartimasus had lost his
eyesight, he had his insight and with this insight he
could strongly feel the presence and power of Jesus
Christ Jesug’ presence ignited him. Every believer
should experience and share this Christ presence so
45 1o become beacons of hope. April 10" Sunday was
Hosanna Festival Day. Qur meditations on that Sunday
were certered on the gospel section which describes
the roval entry of Jesus into the rayal city of Jerusalem
They sang, "Hosanna,” which means, “3Save us now,”
They greeted Jesus, 3on of David Here alzo fhe
presence of Jesus made the peopie hopeful. We ilso
must undergo this transformation and make Jesus qur
King of kings and Lord of lords. We celebrated Easter
on Apdl 17th. We meditated on the theme, "Celebration
of Resurrection.” The woman who brought spices to
the sepulcher, found the stone rolled away. Thay were
upset and brokenhearted. The angels anncunced the
Resurraction of Jesus. The Resurrection of Jesus
happens to be the most glorious @nd enrching vision
of the human race. Resurrection, not death, is the
last word of faith lifs. Mew Sunday (Aprl 24 shares
a new redesigned strength of blessed vision for us.
This empowerment of the Bible portion is the faith
declaration of Apostle Thomas, whao brought the gospel
to Malankara. The words, “My Lord and my God.” of
Apostle Thomas to Jesus remain the most nspiring
prociznation and acceptance of Ghristian faith life. We
must also accept our Lord as Thomae did if we want to
be true followers of Christ,

The Church has arranged meditations and meadings
during the Sundays in May, giving importanca fo the
necessity of leading the faith fife based on the strength
provided through resurrection. Work and warship are
teo sides of @ coin. The first Sunday of May is May
Day. Thie day proclaime e dgnity of labor. Along with

that we celebratad this day as Land Housing Danation
Movement Sunday. it S one's duty 10 see every work in
the light of the relationship with God and to fulill our lites
callz in the mast spidted manner. On May 8th, we reflected
on the topic, “The Church that has to bear witness to the
Resurrection.” We love the Church becauwse above all we
love God. The insignia of the Church 15 the incessant and
unfalling flght against the forces of darkness. On the third
Sunday of May, we mediated on the subject “oumay
with the rizen Christ ® The resurrected Lord joined the two
discioles who were walking toward Emmaus. Jesus at
last chears their doutits, They are baing revived from their
ignorance, come back to the reality that was shown by
thelr Master. They are ready to change ther mentality. It
was an evoiution to perfection, Such parfect ivas are what
we nead in the Church today. On May 22, we meditated
an the theme, *Lord warthy of Praise.” The gospel partion
was the song of Virgin Mary. All the other readings of
the day were adoration and thanksgving. Those songs
describe: the redeeming acts: of God. This awareness
encourages us to sing even inthe midst of adversities. The
medtation of the last Sunday of May was, "The Church
that has to be on Watch.” We are Bound %0 keep up Gods
commands. We have 1o live loving our God. Ever vigikant
watchfulness from our part is essential for this. Itis also
necessary for us to defend the Church contradictions in
the name of God and the Church. St. Paul also reminds
us of this, “Stand firm, then, and do not jet yoursetves
be burdemed 2gain by a yoke of slawery {Galatians 5217
May God help uz -for this.

The grace of our Lord and Savior ba with you alll

P

Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan

(Translated by Prod. Elias Abraham, Baltimora War
Thoma Church, Trom the March, April, May 2022 issues
ol Sabha Tharaka)
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FROM

DIOCESAN EPISCO

.@;;r Beloved in Christ,

We give thanks to God for the beauty of His creation
and the privileges given to human beings in enjoying the
goodness in thewaorld and to keep it as Godhas designed.
For the last few vears, humanity has been atthe grp of
the Covid pandemic which was a threat to life. Now it
seems no one is senous about the disease. However,
much maore alarming is the environmental crisis that
humanity faces today, where we are confrontad with
air pollution causing Serious health risks, devastating
storms as a result of climate change, water pollution
and dry rivers and varous disasters that harm future
sustainable kving on the planet earth.

Thig igsue of the Mar Thoma Bessenper focuses on
‘Climale Justice and Environmental Stewardship.'
At this tima of ecological imbalance and as the living
habitat on earth continues to face destruction, the role
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of the church is to respond to the call to sustain life as
well as preserve that which has value. & also nesds to
cherish the expeniences of the past and seek the divine
guidanca to take good care of God's creation and work
for a better future, Often it has been cautioned that the
unsustamable consumption to meet both human needs
and greed has caused extreme environmental distress
and iz threatening the existence of all species on the
planet earth.

The psalmist reminds that, “The heavens are telling
the glory of God, and the fimament prociaims his
handiwork™ (Psalm 19.1). As humans, we need to be
aware that the natural resources created by God are not
our personal possession and do not belong fo us, but
they are for the common good of humanity, given by
the Creator to us as His guests for careful use and for
future generations. Mature expresees a design of lowve
and truth shared by God, which humang enjoy and use
1o glority God. In this sensa, It is quite obvious that the
role of human beings in creation is 1o care and keep the
created order as its stewards.



This stewardship involves better understanding of the
prasent and proper planning for the future. We nead to
realize that it is difficult to grow as a species and enjoy
a high guality of fife without changing the way we do
things. From a mere corsumerist culture, there s a need
to take a bold step of fransforming the human psyche
to pariicipate with God towards a life-oriented cufture.
God's message to humanking is to be respectiul to the
creation. The words of Pzalm 24 speak on ecological
terms — “The sarth is the Lord's and all that is in &, the
workd and those who live in it® (Psalm 24:1). Humans
have no right of dsposal but are called to a right of use
of the resources of the earth.

Now ail over the world the threat of climate chanpe
and its impack is highly debzted, especially its effects
on health, environment, megration and economy. While
considering its impact, the question that is being raized
Is on climate justice: “who dies first™ and ‘who pays
how much?'. It kas been noted that *Climate Justice
means just and fair instruments, decisions, acions,
burden sharing, and accountability for the prevention,
mitigation, and adaptation related to chimats change.”
In the creation narrative in Genesis, God promisad to
put the divine anergy in supporiimg a life in dignity on
earth for all beings, including human and non-human
beings. Human beings are given the oplion to choose
a Iffestyle, And humarety has been given the role to

the church and who are willng to pursue theological studies may
contact the Diocesan Office. Candidates should be active members of
their respectve local parishes of the Mar Thoma CGhurch and should
demonstrate an eagemess fo serve. The Diocese is planning to arrange
ﬂ't online prayer fellowship Tor all prospective candidates in the near

future. Pleasa sand your name, parish name, and contact information
to the fnll:mlilg email address: marthomadioceseEgmail.com.

keep constant dialogue with God and participats in
the champge and transforrmation of the crealed warld.
Therafore, responsible stewardship is the basis for the
responsible management of resources. and this 13 the
key for caring for creation and sustainability

| do appreciate all the parishes of the Diocese for the
commitrment shown to fostarthe spiritual life of the peaple
by building up healthy communities and for actively
being invoived in making our environmernt and charch
premises more eco-fiendly. The Diocesan Assembly
that met on May 7 at New York gave new inspiration
to the parishes and the members of the church ta do
their best as agents of transformation, taking care of the
needs of people and nature. May God continug 1o guide
ug in making the world a just and peaceful place to live.
Let God's name be glorifiad thraugh our life and action,

With prayerful regards,
Dr. Isaac Mar Philoxenos

Diocesan Episcopa
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Our Clongpatulations to

The Most Reverend

—DR. THEODOSIUS MAR THOMA METROPOLITAN

of the Mar Thoma Syrian Church

June 24 1972

A 2,
J S A
We proy that God will cantinue fo gran® Thirumanl His-grace

guidancs, and fhe Haoly Spidl 1o lead the church in s jourrey To

establish Gods Kingdom asrevealsd towus through Jesus Chiist,
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Dr. Gherian Samuel

Ag we enter the third post-pandemic summer, we thank
the Lord Almighty for the hopeful signs of abaternent
and recovery, notwithstanding the mutations of the
virus. Life has steadily returned to normal, with the re-
opening of schools and offices, bolstered by vaccines
for all agas. Let ug join the Psalmist @nd proclaim that
the Lord is good and His mercy everlasting (Psaim
100:5).

The thama for this July issue of the Messenger, “Climate
Jusgtice and Environmental Stewardship,” i timely and
appropriate since i focuses on the key agpects of
climate change, an existential threat fo humanity, The
themies of cimate justice and faith-based environmental
stawardship have @S0 Deen ar the forefromt of the
discussions at the World Council of Churches (WCC).
In particular, WCC has been organizing a biennial
international conference on Ecological Theology and
Environmental Ethics (ECOTHEE), in collaboration with
the Orthodox Academy of Crete, Greece. The latest
conference [ECOTHEE-19) was held In September 2019
on the theme, “Ecological racism and prophetical valces
for ecological crisis™.

gclentfic evidence suggests that climate change —
long-term shifts m temperamres and weather patams
globally - has acceleratad in the past 200 years, driven
by unpracedented global warming that has led to global
temperatures nising 1.1°C since the 1800z, with the
last decade (2011-2020) being the warmest on record.

/‘ .}HESE-EI summer Grestings to Alll

Human activty has been the main driver of climate
change, primarily from burning fossil fuals like coal, oll,
and gas, which generates greenhouse gas smissions
that trap the sun's heal and raises temperatures. The
worst climate chanpe impacts inciude the medtng of the
ice mass at the poles, which in turn causes rising sea
leve! and ocean acidfication, leading to flooding and
damage to coastal environments. Climate change also
increases the incidence of extreme weather, drought,
and fires, resulfiing n the dastruction of flora and
fauna, Within the umbrefla of climate change, climate
justice relates to social aspects, emphasizing the varied
social, economic, and health impacts on society. While
the responsibifity for climate change rests with the
wealthy and the powerful, Tt disproportionately affacts
the poorast and most vulnerabie, Poor and developing
countries — particulardy the least developad countries
and Small Island Developing States - are amaong those
most adversely afiected and ieast abie D cope with
climate related shocks to social, economic, and natural
systems. A related and broader concept s Enviranmental
Justice - the fair distribution of environmental benafite
and burdens, equitable treatment, 2nd  meaningful
engagement with all people regardless of race, ethnicity,
or income — focused on environmental ssues such as
air guality, hazardous waste and water, oil pallution,
and ecosystemn destruction. Environmental stewardship
refers to diverse actions thal aim to conserve, pratect,
and create a more sustainable environment, and
enhance human well-being
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In the Biblical account of Crealion, God granting
humanity = created in God's image on the sixth
gay — dominicn over all created things has bean a
gefining feature (Genesis 1:26), With the LORD God
45 the fountainhead of all things, the “dominion” role
of humanity |5 best understaod 28 a “stewardship”
role; homans are taking care of God's crealion, as
God's custodians and loyal representatives, as the
embodiment of God's soversignty on eartt, In fm,
humanity’s stawardship mandate provides the biblical
basizs for sustamable development - economic, social,
and environmental = which meets the needs of the
precent without jeopardizing the demands of the future.
The stewardship mandate also entails accountability,
wherein humanity can exercise dominion only under the
delegated authority of God, in whom all authority rests
{Romans 13 1-5). As caretakers of the earth, created
in God's own Image, humanity brings the material world
imta God's service and for its own good, shepherding
arvd caring for the govemed (Titus 1:7)

The Mar Thoma Church ‘has besn observing the first
ounday after World Environment Day in Jung as
Environment Sunday every year for creaiing awareness
and commiment to ecclogical kssues. Under the
leadership of His Grace Philipase Mar Chrysostom Mar
Thoma Vallya Melropoitan, the Mar Thoma Church
stipulated *carbon” fasting during the Lenten season, a
Z0-point prescription for reducing the carbon footprint

Whie climate change mitigation — actions to imit global
warming and related effects — remains  the solution
to climate change, adaptation — ecological, social,
and economic changes — is essential for increasing
resilience and reducing impacts and risks. Following the
26™ Session of the Conference of the Parties (COP26)
in Glasgow (UK} in November 2021, a global consensus
has emerged for tackling climate changs, through
adaptation, mitigation, and finance.

The Mar Thama Messenger magazine was first published
in 1981, and 2021 marked its 40th Anniversary. The
October 2022 issue which 15 typically marked the
Dlaspora Issue. wil ke a special issue to celebrate the
Messenger's 40th anniversary, and honor the immense
contributions of the past and present lesders, aditors,
writers, advertisers, and evaryone else who contributed
10 make the Messenger the distinguishad publication of
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COMING SOON!
Meszenger 40" Anniversary Special Issue in October 2022

A hopeful story o the plobal climate crisis has
besn Bangladesh, which celebrated its 50" year of
indapendence in 2021, it has becoma 3 case sudy m
successfuleconomic developmentin theface of extreme
vulnerabllity fo climate change. Threatened by rsing
sea levels, storms and cyclones, floods have beoome
commonplace inthe counfry. with seawater ancroaching
both homes and agricultural farms. However, the paople
of Bangladesh have found an ingenious way of adapling
fo the rsing sea level — building floating gardens to
sustain farming.

There are also important paraliels between the climate
cnsis and the COVID-19 pandemic. in both cases, it is
broadly true that “We are all in this together.” However,
the pandemic has shovwn that people can live ina bubble,
though no one can be completely protected. Even =0,
tackling the pandemic as a united body ramains vital fior
the vitality and welfare of eociety. Likewise, solidarity
iz ezsentizd for addressing the climate cnsls, In both
instances, the logic of colflective action emanates from
self-interest, rather than altruismn, given the otherwise
adverse consagquences for all.

Given our sollective carbon emissions, climate change
and the undaerying Imperative for climate justice present
3 moral diemma for Christians, impinging on Jesus's
foundational command to Love One Another. Humanity
has been called to care for thelr neighbors of the future
and the present The reconciliation of the relationship
between the ethical considerations of cfimate change,
the knowledge that our actions cause harm ta others,
and the practice of the Christian faith has been
challenging. May the Lord Almighty sustain uz all. May
we experience the goodness of the Lord in the land of
the living (Psalm 27.13).

D Cherian Samuel
Associate Editor

the Diccese of North America and Europe. The Issue
will also include articles on the thema Practice of Non-
Vinlence (which will mclude discussions on avoiding
domestic. physical, and psychodogical violence. and
the practice of non-vicslence to address social issues),
Pleaze send any articles, poems, or photographs to
commamaorata the 40" Anniversaryto the Diocesan Office
at marthomadiocesa@gmal.com by August 30, 2022,
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CLMATE JUSTICE AND
ERRTH-CENTRIC STELLARDSHE

Ecology s a branch of science concerned with the
inter-ralationship of oroanisms and their environment

The word "relationship-" is sigréficant as it speaks of
the co-existence/dialogical existence of all the living
and the non-living entities In God's created order A
fres in the: courtyard is indeed a part of the web of lie.
We should not live with tha myth that we aways need
Queygen cylinders for protecting our fives There should
be eamest effarts on our part to protect the environment
with trees. It is rightly said that "tree s the answer to
global warming.” One cannot pluck 2 flower without
disturbing the overall ecology of the Universe. This is
the universal spiritual law of ecology. In the Chrnistian
PEMEpective, ecology IS a mamer of famh, To llusirate this
let me quote from the convocation speech of Dr A P J

Abdul Kalam, the former President of India. at Putaparthi
Satya Sal Baba University on Nov 22, 2002: "Look at a
fiowar in your garden. How genercusly does it shara its
fragrance and itz honey with us? it gives afl its life force
freely. When it finishes its mission, it falls silently down
at the root of the plant, Try to become 2 fower in the
pllgrimage of lite." Learning from nature s the first step
in enhancing the stewardship of life. “The heavens are
telfing the glory of God and the firmamant proclaims his
handiwork™ (Ps.19:1) Tha Psalmist is quite vocal when
he shouts with jov, "All the earth worships thes: they sing
praises to thee, sing praises to thy rame" (Ps.66:4)

- AROUND US

Rev. Dr. M.J. Joseph, Kottayam

Therefore, let us thus heed to Ps 150:6: "Al that breathe
praise the Lord.” Eco-justice is the cedebration of nght
relationship with the creator {ef Revd:11)

There is =0 much mystery in nature o be unraveled.
Truly, the Ancients believed that "God slesps in
the minerals;, awakens in the vegetzbles; walks in
the anmals and thinks In humans® In a irendly
dialogue between the Creator Lord and Job, we find
the most unanswerable gquestions lke: “Have you
compehended the axpansa of the earth? Declare,
if you know all Bs" (jobh.38:18). "Where were poi
witen {iakd the joundation of e earth? Tell e, i you
have uhderstanding” (Jos.35:4). A quote from Thomas
Aguinas will shed light on our understanding of God's
creation: “Any misunderstanding about nature leads to a
misundaretanding of God.” Accosding to Martin Luther,
the graat refarmer, “tha gospel of God s net anly $2en in
the Bible, but it s alse inscribed in tress, flowers, clouds
and stars.” Cur-attifudes to nature must have & three-
fold direction for an effaciive action plan: co-awamenass,
co-spirtuality and eco-justice. Our understanding of sin
atso should be broad-based ecologically. [tis not simply
embracing evils. but It 1s misusing and denying justice
to what God has declared good. We have now started
cpeaking about ecoclogical sing and their remedial
measures, Pope Benedict XV had called upon the
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Catholic churches to speak aloud about ecologica sing
such as water pollution and air pollution along with the
T mortal sins for an integrated view of life. As pollution
ig sin against God and humans, we nead to search for
the crisiz siualions arouend the giobe.

Climate Crisis

The isswe of “Climate Crisis' is indeed a topic related
o “sustzinable development” “sustainable mobility”
and “integrity of creation.” It has found a place in the
UN Parls declaration (2015). As Earth Is our hame, the
issue is interwoven with refationships in God's order of
creation. The sages of the Vedic times had proverbizily
conceived the world as "one nest” and exhorted us to
follow an earth-centric attituda to lile,

The waords of Dalai Lama are worth remembering. “We
have the responsibiltty as well a3 the capability to protect
the Earth and its habitats - animals, plants, insects and
even microorganisms. If thay are to be known by future
generations, we must act now " Since the eco-chalenge
goes beyond our borders it raquires no passport The
problem of climate crisis requires the co-operative effort
of the giobal cormammunity.

It iz indeed alarming to know that the six warmest years
since the 15th C-2000 A.D. were ai recorded in the
1990°s. The earth is getting warmer Since the middle
of the 18th C, the average temperature of our planat
has increased by about D.5%c. As co-workers with God
{1 Gor3:9), we are accountable before God for what has
been entrusted to us through diving wisdom. Bestowed
with intelligence and awareness, Humams afe only
enabling parficipants as parents and slewards rather
ian donineerdng agants i e ongomng process of
craaiion. it makes s hmbie when wo realize ihat a
man or & wornan = oy one amaimg e 30 milon and
o fving species on this Earth.

The awareness of the threats posed by 'Climate crisis”
lrges us to opt faor a lifestyle, which is less agocentric.
Or. Konrad Raiser, former general secretary of the World
Council of Churches (WCC), has rightly said that global
warming ig a problem caused by the polluting lifestyle
of the rich industriakzed countries. The environmental
deterioration will make the earth "uninhabitable” for all
living beings. As there is a discernible human influence
in Glimate Change, we need to look for a change in
thinking i mission as well 23 in our ffestyle. This is
basically the challenge before us.

Cause and effect

1. The depletion of natural resources, poliution and
population growth are placing an intolerable strain on
the earth's rescurces, It is universally upheld that the
waorld's future raquires "a vision of development that can
be sustainad in the long run both anvironmentally and
economically” (Wesley Granberg Michaglson). As the
probiem of climate change is an issue of global justice, it
is imperative that we should develop strategies, actions,
and show responsibility on environmental issues. The
plundering of the Mother Earth as well as s raps to
satisty the gread of the prasent generation has made thie
planst uninhabitable, The emission of green house gases
such as Garbon diowide (COZ2) Chlorofluorocarbons
(CFCs), Mitrous Owde and Mathane has condributed
to global warming. The highly industnalized nations of
the world are indeed guiky of this “ecological sin.” The
Kyota-UN meating {1297} did not suecead in convicting
the developed nations of I3 eco-injustice against
humandty. The Kyoto stalemaite has resulted in a big
brotherty advice to the developing nations of the workd
for a restraint on their style of consumption! The global
sCEnario is moving towards “spiriual emptiness.” What
& requirad ig an integrated ethical viglon for & comman
future, We ara accountabla also for “the ane yet to be
born.” We have heard about it In the UN conference
of 2009 by a girl of 13 from Lucknow. The factors
that contribute to Climate Justice in the world today
is inirinsically related to human activity, a5 confirmed
from the research of Nobel [aureates like Al Gore and
DOr. A, K. Pachauri,

2 The web ot lif2 in nature is being disturbed dug 1o the
jet speed mobility of the technological cufture. The use
of fossil fuels has resulted in the release of the ozone
depleting substances in the stratosphere, Needless to
say, that czone depletion and subsequently ozone hale
in the Antarctic Stratosphere have already given us alarm
bells. The Glimate chaos will thus become an issue of
Qlobal justice as it would submerge low lying countries
in tha world, The green house effect is the disturbance
of the energy balanca. More ensrgy 1S frapped near
the Earth's surface and lese al higher levels, It Is
scientifically affirmed that rapid global warming will be
instrumental in changeng ocean conditions. This meght
result in strong oceanic tides like Teunami. The change
of temperature and hurricane have profound impact an
forests which is extremely sensitive. The melting of Ice
will result in the rising of sea level up as much as 4 fi
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which would create havoc on coastal areas, wetlands,
and lowlands. It is predicted that Marshall Islands,
Bangladesh, part of Shanghai iChina), the Mekong -
Yietnam Delta etc., will have to live In thraats of total
patinction from the globe. The change of monsoon
seasons has created havod in the economic scenario of
Kerala and other Sowthern states in India, The Utraviolet
rays [UV) penetrated through the Ozone hale might be
detrimental 1o human haakh too \egetation on land ia
seriously afiected by increased levels of UV Moreover,
the economic cost of climate change is quite sefious as
It brings about infrastructural damage and destruction
of bio-wealth,

For a better world

1. There should be a constant search for a more equitable
world order. For this, creation of environmentally sensitie
refigious communities should be a top priorty as all
religions of the warld speak of the gift of e The Climate
fast initiated by the WCC s 2 bold step Religlous
resourcas of the peoples of the world must be pooled
together a3 an adequate basis for human survival.

Z. Instead of fossil fuels, opt for alternative forms
of energy.

The akfernatve form of developmant as advocated in the
Rio+20 shouid be judiciously foliowed. Consumption
of wood and wood derived paper must be reduced.
Waste recycling and use of solar energy should be given
wide range of publicity. Mazsive forestation showld be
encouraged. Tropical rainforests must be preserved.
“Tree s the poetry written God in the sky" (=halil
Gibran), is an interreligious reminder.

3. Train Ecoclogical prophets, preachers, and

FflEﬂS for eco-vision which is indeed ﬁ#lﬂl‘l’lﬂ &”I.'lj
of combat.

An eco-spirtuality will halp us to regain the lost world
of frue eco vaues, Ps 104 provides a framework for
invoking God-consciousness in thae life of tha faith
communities, An intar-refigious celebration of eco-
gersitvity programs chould be encouraged. There
should be humility on the part: of the humans to listen
bo nature and to the call of the flora and fauna for a
holstic Iving. Eco-friendly worship orders shoud be
wigily used in tha churches. Eco-spimtuality is “God-
consciousness” In the pilarimage of Ife. The theology
of the Eastern Liturgy speaks of an eco-vision in our
search for the meaning of ifa. 'What matters in life is

truth and beauty whethar in the sscular realm or in the
gpirmual realm. The more We are nearer to beauty, the
more humane we are! "Beauty i3 truth; Truth ks Beauty”
(John Keats)

The most relavant eco-centric question ralsed betore
us i to opt for & paradigm ehift in mission from an
anthropocentric aftitude {o a bio-certric (earth-centrig)
life concern. The 10th Assembly of the WCG (Busan) in
2013 calls upon the churches to undertake a pilgnmage
towards justice and peace including water justice. The
themea chosen for the 1 1th assembly of the WCC (2022):
“Chrst's love moves the world to reconciliation and
unity® also has an inclusive vigion for the whole universe
including meditations on water,

Stewardship of water

Since 2006 ( Porto Alegre), WCC has taken up the
topic, “Ecumenical Water Metwork™ seriously for its
theologica reasong. It affirms that “water |s the gift of
God, a common good and & human right.” The shudy
urges the Churches to function a3 a Blue Community
which must respect the three criteria of mission such as
recognizing Water as a human right issue, saying “ne”
to tha sale and the use of bottled water

In an ecological universe, every created enfity has an
intrinsic value ‘because all are subjects as wel as
objects” (John B. Cobb). Whatever has intrinsic value
has some right o exist and to prosper. Ecological
revolutions  should start globally and locally in the
temples, the churches, the masques, and the pagodas!
And of course, in our hearts!

Eco- Justice - a divine imperative

In the web of life, eco-justice iz a celebration of
relationship - being fair to all forms of life. In an eco-
vision of the earth community “giving, what is due to
each component of the whole," is a divine mandate 1o
establish just relationship which 5 the raison d'etre of
|ust peace This is well stated in Gen 2.1 where we read
that Adam s created out of adama (the ground or soil).
The relation between man and the ground is deep and
intenze. As human body is made of panchaboothas -
earth, water, fire, air, and space - thera exists a kinship
In the widar spectrum of life. & harmonious exstence
of the symbals of Ife could be called prevalence of just
peace in God's creation. Any kind of imbalance i3 a state
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of alienation. The petition in the Lord's prayer, “your
kingdom come on earth (Ten gen) as it is In heaven®
(Mart6:10) urgas us o make a meaningful relatonship
in God's order of creation. Amything that disrupts or
disregards the bond of 3 uniting te in Creation is
be considered as injustice to its core. Paulose Mar
Gregorios writes, “We have so become accustomead to
the scientific-technologlcal stance that we have |ost the
faculty of addreseing reality as a whola, of seaing in it
the source and sustamer of iife, of responding to it with
raverence and receptivity, and of sumendening oursalves
o it inall fulfiling love” (The Human presence. An
Orthodox view of Nature, Geneva, WGC, 1978, F 87)

In an anthropocentric attitude fto life, ecological
management is addressed to human beings. Humans,
and nature could be conceived in terms of 3 functional
relationship. Any dizruption of refationzhip in the ordar
of creation is fo be considered as sinful, unjust and
mismanagement of God's resources, All sinful situations
carry a wawve of Injustice. Speaking about the spirituality
of the Earth, Gabriele Dietrich writes, "You rape Mother
Earth; She is maney to you; You rip it off; you poison her;
you make her bear three crops in a year; Gan | bear three
children in a year? Wil she not die? Does she not need
rast?” Yes they are words of wisdom 1o open our eyes.
The poiluting lifestyle and attitude of humans make earth
groaning for its redemption- (Rom.8:18-21). “Return
to nature” & an urgent prophetic call of ecological
acumenism after the recent Fukushima Tragedy and
the Covid Pandemic. The UN mandates o seek poitical
will, practical steps and partnership are meant to remain
rafevant in finding answers to the ecological crisis of
today. The UN-stands for sustainabie development and
its 17 declared Sustanable Development Goals (G0Gs)
are to be achieved by 2030. They have only one goal:
Life for all. The churches all owver the world should
support 20M5 UM message which carries  several
programs and projects dealing with the 5-Ps: people,
planet, prosperity, peace, and partnership.

Conclusion

Beauty, Truth, end Orderliness are the basic ingredients
fior human survival. The words of the Ghief of Seattle (of
the Mative Americans, 1534) addrezsed W e YWhites
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are worth recalling, "How can you buy and sell the sky,
the warmth of the land?... The earth does not belong to
man; man belongs to the earth. All things are connected
fike the bDlood which unités one family.... Man does
not weave the web of life; he 18 mesnely a strand of it
Whatever he does to the web, he does to himsel.” Let
us affirm with one voice that defending the earth is not a
project; defending the earth is 2 way of ife

The Covid lockdown period all over the world during the
Pandamic has taught us several values for an authentic
existence, Our needs are not 0 be made greeds. We
have learned 1o bve with the minimum and manifestad
the art of simplicity. Saveral of us have said good-bye
to our old habit of “disposable syndrome.™ Wearing
mask in the public place and keeping physical distance
have taght us to care for others' health too. Friendship
with nature has heiped us to live with an eco-friendly
affitude to lite. We have also learnad the importance of
peace with natura. In many places the nature around us
has helped us fo kaep the amount of CD2 below 350
ppm. The sky is clear with its glittering stars. So afso,
the waters in the seas, the rivers, and the lakes. The
lockdown period was 3 blessing for all living organisms,
The butterilies were sean all round the bushes. One
could smell the fragrance of jasmine flowers during
these days. Meditation under a tree or in the garden
has become a meaningful spirtual exercise. We have
flearned to make use of alternative health care providers
such as water, air, sunshine, sxercise, and diet. The
place of sunfight for our need of vitamin 0 and the role
of Uitraviolet rays for the destruction of harmful bactania
have taught us immense health care possibilities.

“¥You, 0 Lord, keep my lamp burning” (Ps. 18:28).

* Rev Or M.J. Joseph

Formearly Professor of New Testament and Princial
Mar Tharma Theological Seminary, Kofapamn, Director
Fcumenical  Chrisfian  Certer.  Bangalors:  Mamber
Faith + Ovder Commission, WCC, Genova, Comvenar
Ecologieal  Comvmission of the Mar Thoma Church
for over & decade, Author, Eco- viskon of the Earth-
Community, peblished by the BTESSC & SATHA!
cerampore Universily (2008), firdia.



CLMMATE JUSTICE AND
ERARTH-CENTRIC STELUARDSHIP

Introduction

1 brought you info a plentiful land to eat its fruits and its
good thinge, But whan you enterad you defiled my land
and made my hertage an abormination.” Jeremiah 2:7

When God gave man dominien over His creation,
he bestowed an important responsibility, to be his
exceflent steward over the earth and all its inhabitants.
Unfortunately. thiz concept has been politicized and
contorted, When does stewardship cross over to
Chrigtian activism? What dogs Climate Justice mean to
a modarn Christian?

Climate Justice means finding solutions to the climate
crisiz, which not only reduce carbon emissions and/
or protect the natural world, but in this process, it will
creale a fairer, most just, and more equal world, Climate
Justice i5 a term for the purpase of this article, can be
described a5 a movement which is nol pasaive. but has
an actve concept it acknowledges that adverse climate
change iz not just an esoteric concept for debate, but
has substantial social, economic, public health, and
other adverse impacts on us, especially those who are
less fortunate. It Is @ movemnent that ensures that both
planet and s inhabitants are treated fairly In the process

-\-n._\_‘;___
Dr. John K. Thomas
Takbsar MTE, Staten [zland. MY

of cutting down the amount of fossil fuels we bum to
produce energy

The Christian idea of justbce (s grounded in Lord Jesus's
command. that we love our neighbar. From a seripteral
point of view, justice means loving our neighbor as we
lova ourgalves, reoted in the charactar and rature of God,
Bible explicitly teaches everyone 1o think of the earth
as God's world and everything in it as God's creation -
including animals, plants, trees, and everything under
His creation. It i good to note that at least some
Christians are aware and committed to help reducing
giobal warming throvgh “CGarbon fast™ and making
other sacrifices to live more environmentally friendly as
part of thair |festyle, Carbon fact is practiced, where
followers cut down high-emission lifestyle and Become
more mindful of the impact on the planet. Garban Tast
is way for individuals and communities to engage in a
conscientious and earth-honoring spiritual practice, In
one of the Papal newsletters, Pope Francis has declared
that the science of Climate Chamge is clear and that the
Catholic church sees it a5 a moral issue, which shouwld
be addressed to protect the earth and everyone in &
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The Mar Thoma Church cals on its members to accapt
this caliing as well, and not be just accountable stewards,
but be justice wamiors, Why must wa head the call?
Because it is an existential threat to physical health,
mental health, air, water, food, and shelter, especiatly 1o
those who are socially and aconomically disadvantaged
and may face greater risks, This 15 alse because of
their livimg conditions, health siatus, income, languape
barmiar, and their limited access to resowrces. Climate
justice: helps wus to put into condex the significant
impacts of Climate Change we experience today.

A 2020 report dealing with environmental probéems
showed the following as the preatest lssues  affecting
climate; (1) Pollution, (2} Global warming, (3) Ower
population, (4) Poar waste disposal system, (3) Ocean
acidification - ongoing decrease in the PH value of
the oceans caused by uplake of carbon dioxide from
the atmosphere, mainly caused by the burning of the
fossil fuels, (6 Loss of biodiversity - includes world-
wide extinction of different species as well as local
raduction or lass of species in certain animal or plant
habitat, {7) Delorestation - cleadng of wids areas of
trees, |8) Dzong layer depdstion - ozong hols is formed
In the atmosphere because of the manufacturing of
halo carbon refrigerants, solvents, propellants, and
chlorofuoracarbons.

How can we try to prevent the climate change from
getting worse? (1) make your voice heard by those
in power, (2) cut down air pollution, (3) cut back om
fying, (4) use less car travel (5) use more solar and
wind energy, than other ferms of anergy, (8) respect
and protect green spaces, and (7) proper disposal of
waste. Glimate advecacy groups should work towards
introducing new poticias that can invest in clean
ranéwable and sustainable anergy

Clean environment is essential for healthy living.. The
maore we do not care about the envirgnment, the more it
will become pofuted with contaminants and toxins that
hawve harmful effect on Realth. &ir poliution can cause
cancer and respiratory iinessas and diseases and itis
impartant to prevent tham. A warmer climate increases
public health challenges like heat-aggravated Inesses,
increase In vector-borne diseazes like dengue fever
West Mile virus, Lyme disease and malaria, which
can affect =safe living, Cutting down the poliutants can
chow the rata of warming and public heakth risks. As
ecosysiems are compromised, the by-products they
produce will affect the quality of clean air, water, and
crop pellination.

If we do not take further action to stop climate mpacts
thatwe are akeady expenencing, the Earth's temperature
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will likely rise 3-Fdegraes F by the end of the cantury,
The state of cleanlineéss of a society raprésemts the
culture and mindset of the people. Maintaining a clean
environment reduces pollution, preserves our biosphere,
protects the endangered species, and preserves aarth's
natural resounces.

How can one be a Good Steward on the Earth?

We are stewards of Gad's creation. We are bound to
take cara of the aarth and act in wayve that will restore
and pratect cur envirenment, We need to ensura that
the developmental activities are ecologically sound. In
the book of Genesis, we read that God created humans
1o co-habin with the animals, ptants, trees and all the
lving creatures in land, air, and water. Every person Is
called to exerciss rasponsible stewardship in order to
use olr natural resources In a way that will preserve
for future generations. It is good to also remember that
our environment belongs fo dversa ethnic, religicus,
cultural, and aconomic backgrounds, Hera are faw of
tha examples as to how we can be a good staward,
(1} Try to learn about animals, plants, and ecosystems
around us. {2) Choose to walk, use bicycle, carpood, or
use public transportation as much as possible. (3) Buy
and use focal farm products. (4) Plant a small garden.
(3} Recycle, reuse, and reduce wasie products whers
possible. (6) Usa less fossil enengy. (7) Speak. vote,
and suppart for the well-being of sociaty.

Earth's stewardship is sustaining and enhancing earth's
fife- support systems; and it also invobvas shaping the
pethways of =zocial, and ecological changes at local
areas to glabal standards, This will anhance acogystem
resillence and human wellbeing. Some of the examples
are. (1) Instaliation of water saving fixtures, water
recyciing systems, revse of wastewater, and raimwater
harvesting systems. Thug, by protecting environment
through mcycling, conservation, restoration, and
regeneration, we take responsibiity of our choices,
We can modily aur chotces like buying food from local
farms. (2] Volunteer in local envircnmental projects. (3)
Be dynamic in choosing the moda of ransportation. (d)
minimize the wee of plastics. (5} minimize the carbon
footprint in food production which is the amount of
carbon dicwide and ather carbon compounds emitted
due o consumption of fossil fusls like gasoline and
related products. (6) use of solar energy instead of
conventional methods.

Conclusion

Cutting down carbon emission i@ the only long-term
solution for avolding climate impacts. in the shori-term,



we need to adapt- which means to increase sociely's
capability to cope up with the changes of climate by
discouraging development In high-risk areas and
building more resilient cities and communities, The
most promising ways to mitigate Clinmate Change are -
conservation, restoration, and improved management of
goll ag carbon storage house - 3 new Weapan In climate
fight. The degradation of eoils from unsustainable
agricufture released billions of tons of carbon Inko the
atmosphere, Effective fand restoration could play a
major rale i capluring carbon from atmosphere. and
slowing climate change

Let each one of us, not losing sight of our maker's
mandate and be an weal model 1o live in solidarity with
e principles of social Justice to protect our planat aarth
from degradation, aither because of our ignorance or the
gbuse of the enviranment we liva in
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STEWARDSHIP

The pledges and goalks to fight climate change ara known
to all. Every year promises are made to redece carbon
footprint, end deforestation, reduce methana emissions,
etc. This all sounds good. But tha sad truth is that even
when we add all the commitments, the world s =4ll
on & path to a tempersture nse well above 2 degrees
Gelsius, According to the Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change, human-indeced warming reached
approvimately 1 degree Gelsius (*G) above pre-industrial
levels in 2017, increasing at0.2°C perdecade 1. Scientists
forecast that inabiity to imit warming 1o less than 1.5°C
has disastrous consequances, heat extremes more than
critical threshold level of agriculture & health, in addition
to multiple negative effects on water cycle, rainfall
patters, sea level rise, efc., which can lead fo erratic
patterns of fioods, droughts and ather natural disasters.
The science is clear the next decade will ba pivatal in
the fight to avert the climate crisis and minimize the
Inss of nature and biodiversity. The clock is ticking, and
the reality remains our actons are falkng short despite
ugs knowing the disastrous consequences of inaction
or slow action. In such a situation, simple individual,
and community actions of climate stewardship such as
those below can play a huge role.

CGhoose orgamic. or susfainables products. Decades
of intensive agricuiture pracltices have put immense

1 hitps:/www ipcc.chisri 5/

CLMATE JUSTICE AND
ERRTH-CENTRIL STELLIRROSHIF

presesure on ecoeystem services that sustaim natwral
resources. The raie at which ferfilizer use has increased
agricuitural production is astonishing, by over 12 times
gince 1960, Every year due to political woting agendas
hundrads of billions of doflars are spent on supporiing
practices such as farilizer subeidies which encourage
the overuse of ferfilizers and make our food cystems
unsustainable. Practices such as monocropping and
factory farming hawve moved the farms further away
from mature's regemerative systems amplding the
environmental and health crsis. We may think wa are
eafing food, but & may ba empty calories with little or
no nutritional value, There is a growing movemeant in the
farming community and scientists worldwida towards
fewer fertiizers or growing organic. Why nof support
thic mowemeant by buying organic products? f you can
afford these shightly overpriced products you S8 in
supermarkets, why not buy them? You could consider
the gxtra price paid for organic over conventional fruits
and vegetables as your way of contributing to mifigating
the impact of climate.

Reduce food loss and wasie

According to some studies, food loss and waste account
for up to ten percent of greenhouse gas emissions, Thay
use up precious land and water resources for nothing.
No doubt, it is impossibie to eliminate food waste and
loss. However, by reducing M, we can slow climate

Mar Thama ﬂ'la-,.'mﬂg-nr | g - PR . 2
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change, protect nature, and increase food securty —at 3
time when we desperately need these things to happen.
Everyone could do more to reduce food waste,

Rethink plastics

Dodohins with plastic substances inside their body
Turtles entangled n plastic. Billons of plastic peliets are
wachimg up on the coast of Sri Lanka. All of us have
read worrying news like this from time ta time. The way
wa use and manage cur plastics is causing immense
damage to our maring ecasyetam. According 1o a study,
plastic pollufion reduces marine scosystem servicas by
up to USD 2,500 billion each year This plastic waste
often reaches the sea through rivers, A siudy in the
journal, Scientific Advancses, found that 80 percent of
plastic waste comes to sea thraugh 1,000 rivers {ref
D 01126/ ciady. sz 5t The life-cycle gresnhouse
gas emissions of plastics hit 1.7 gigatons of CO2
equivatent in 2015, If this rate continues, emissions
from plastics will reach 17 percent of the ghobal carbon
budges by 2030, In cur homes and churches, we should
take a pledge 1o completaly get nd of single-use plastics
and avoid the use of plastics in ganeral. If there is limitad
dernand for hazardous single-usa plastics, their supply
will tall automatically, it is simple ecanamics.

Work across faiths for nature

Climate action has no dencminabon or religien
Faith growps act to channel the collective strengths
of individuals towards a purpose.  Intra-Interfaith
collaboration for climate action has the potantial to
bring out the bast that sach faith can offer and ensure
peace and prosperity, This can take several forms, [aint
movements, activities for creating awareness, etc. This
can enabile us o solve Two concerns, climate crisls and
interfaith discord, with one solution; keading fo both
Inter-intar faith harmony and climata change mitigation
It is imporiant to ensure community-based nature-
achion is sustainable and not sporadic or one-time such
45 ending with planting a tree on the Warld envirenment
day, only to forget about the tree when the event is over.

Empower youth for climate action

Youth are oiten the changemakers. The most beautiful
thing about them is that they are not airaid to question
the status quo and create new ways of doing things
The wvoices of the vouth thersfore must be made
audible on every Kind of platiorm, In our churches and
communities, | = because of enterprising youths that
the world has come up with innovative and out-of-the-
box solufions to different problems; thirk of waste to
energy stari-ups, sustanable farm produce start-ups,
eleciric mobikity, and green business; the listis endless.

Thera |5 a need to have mare bokd, fearess young men
and women that can hold the baton of mitigating climaite
change within cur communities, We need such youth
inside  governments, inside corporates, and sCience
a5 well as mside activiem, Are we creating a cufture of
SUCh youth within our communities who can challenge
and upturn wrong status guos? Clhmate change is a
long-term survival issua. It is an existential issue. The
voices of youth and children ara indispensable.

Thig article has just listed a few actions which could
contribute to mitigating climate change. It Is not an
exhaustive [kt The Important thing to remember (s
to channed the power of fath toward nurtunng active
SEWarts passionate about protecting and upholding
God's creations. The clergy, as well a5 churchgoers,
have a duty in driving the power of the Church fowards
simple actions that can help n mitigating climate
changa Actions initiated at the individual, community,
or church level all add to multiply climate benefits. It
iz not a time for dormancy in climate stawardship but
rather a time for alertness and activeness. 5o, letus use
the transformative power of faith to create a greener,
more sustainzhble world.

Heferencas

EIEEJEHthJEM.ﬂm'ﬂLﬁRHLDhuﬂEHﬂ]JE.HﬂE 169/
2439/1/54 Nutrient ratics and crep rasgonse in refation

to soil mearye K in india. pdf
A Multl-Silkon-Dollar Opportunity: Repurpasing agriculural
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hitps_//www. unep.org/resources/report’'unep-foond-
waste-index-report-2021

All wrapped up in plastic” Rethinking marine liter {unep.
arg)

hitps /| www.nationalgeographic com/environment/
article/plastic-gets-to-oceans-through-over-1000-
rivers

Girategies. fo reduce the global carbon footpont of
plastics | MWatire Climate Ghange:

Or. & Thamid iz based in Lendon where she works
&4 & Clfmate Ecamanmist for FURR Infative. an imselo-
lod coglition i spstainable agr-food systems. She
praviously worked with the United Natfons and The
Govermment of India and, i that role, has bean part
of negetiaions on simate change in several counines.
e has & PRD. in Infeimational Economics from
Yokohama Nafomal Universty, Japan. Befare moving fo
London, she was parl of S James Syman Mar Thoms
Chusrch, Dwarka, Mew Delfif,
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The creation account affimmed in a short span of thirty-five
varses spread across the first two chapters of the book of
Genasis (Gen 1:1-2:4) I8 a true marved to behold. [t swittly
and emphatically establishes the singular parentage of
al things seen and unseen, the unguestonable equality
of all human beings regardiess of their gender, ethnicity,
religion, social sfatus, or anything else, the eternal basis

for the human claim fo be part of productive work, and the
NEE Li?m?m%ﬂm consaquent naed for and the right to rest. This section from

Genesis could be considered as a bazis for the discernment
on how to live faithfully under the Diving by being mindful
of these four precepts. The books of the Prophets in the
Hebrew Bible, and those within the Christian scriptures

both testity and strive to follow upon these demands. The
CUMATE CHANGE / Taithiul and fervent guest 1o summeon and sustain practices

ENVIRONMENTAL and modes of living that are informed by these solemn

tenets could also be witnessed in the scriptures. Yet, the
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& ECOJUSTICE: eV T B ke, i et
GD|NG THE crucial meaning and imperatives.

EXTR A MILE Far the purpose of this shart discussion, let us focus on

the affirmation of the commaon parentage of the whole of
reality. Sallie McFague, a prominent feminist- and eco-
theclogian notas that whan “God i [imagined] as a super.
N being, residing somewhers aboveand apart fram the world,
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who created and judges the world but otherwise is
absent from it, then | will conduct my affairs langely
without day-to-ctay concern about God." And, it this
“God | ba¥eve in is supamatural, transcendent, and onfy
eccasionally interested in the world, then this God is not
4 factar in my dady actions" (31). The understanding
that God has given humans the domiréon of this world
enables them to do with the world as they please. And
the wnderstanding of salvation a5 3 blizsful state and
4 special statuzs of being hat could mosty be attained
after the end of present life, and in another realm, causes
4 disregard for both the wedbeing of the earth and
evarything there i5, and in ensuning just relationships
among humans,

McFague ponts out that the afiirmation of the church as
one, hely, and catholic should be understood from the
perspective of what constitutes the household or olkos
of God in relation o the scriptural witness of & commaon
creagion. AN concepts and words such as “ecology,”
‘econamics,” “ecumenical,” share this Greek word
olkos as thelr root, and thus make all domains of
commen human conduct sguarely a concern of the
church. The household of God could only be “ome”
whers “human beings [are] living in interdependent
relations with all other life-forms and earth processes.”
And If “szlvation means the well-oeing of all creation—
and not just of some human beings who are saved for
life in another woarid—then cathobicity of the church
gemands that “creation not be leftout’ and that Jesus be
loved as a world™ [33). The holingss of God imbues the
church when It slonp with the sarly church theologian
Irenaeus confesses “the glory of God as every creature
fully afive,” and with Saint Paul that “For it is the God
wha said, ‘Light will shina put of darkness,’ who has
chone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Christ™ (2 Cor. 4:6). When
both are held in tandem, however Impertectly, flailingly,
and fallingly. church happens under the canopy of Civine
haliness

Just as humans share a common creafion account
with the whole of creation as in our faith affirmation,
scientific knowledge is not far behind in pointing out
that we humans share much of our chemical elamants,
ONA, and blomes in ditferent forms and degrees with
s0 many of the other members of creation. | there
nothing special about humans? MeFague nudges os o
dppreciate “our particular rale not as the measure of all
thinos, but as the measurer—[as] the ones who can
admire, reflect on, [and] take care of all the rest™ of the
creation (47). In terms of a quest for saklvation, it must
be kapt In mind that the whole creation s yearning and
groaning for rademption (Rom, 8.22).
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The vision of a common creation and humans as the
measurer, the ones who can change the course of
history and be the source of healing to both the social
and ecological wounds is Indispensable for the church
in this age of climate change. However, & is nat just
technocratic solutions that would fruly haal the wounds
and set human history on a different trajectory that
ensures equality. ustice, and welbaing to all humans
and all creation. |t requires that we account and
agdress all aspects of our current human conduct
across socielies and ervision aternatives, Howevar,
it is a long and multifaceted process, and individuals
and their chunch congregational communitias could find
themselves at a Ioss on how 1o enter and ramaln in this
wider process, Letus contemplate on a few possibilities
around individual and congregational possibilities

It I necessary and desirable to be conscious of our
iifestyla choicas and consumption pattems, and thereby
being keen on aleviating climate change Equally
admirable are our efforts as both individuals and
congregations in adopting renewable energy sources to
power our buildings and transport, and in minimizing the
use of single-use plastic and other nonbiodegradable
materials, However, Christian communities, especially
those siluated in the developed countries, have an added
responsibility to consider the issue of climate change as
4 justice issue, and as a unigue instance of hearing the
voice of God seeking nghieousness on their part

In the tradiion of the Hebrew prophets and of our Lord
ard savior Jesus Christ, 3 cal 0 justice is a call to
repentance, and toward a consequent rearrangement
of priorities, practices, and social structures, In the
wake of climate change, it could be a repentance for
a development model that deems the whole of God's
creationas mera resounces that could be indiscriminately
@x¥ploited and polluted for the sake of profit. It i= equally
1o repent and be acoountable for a societal organization
that considars mast humans whe must wark for a living
a3 merely resources as well, and for the many levels of
exclusions and exphoitations that define societies across
the world

At a global level, cimate change is mostly caused by
those communities and people that consume most of
the producis of human (abor, and control and hoard for
themselves much of the basic constituents of [fe llke
land, air and watar. Yet, the elfects of climate change are
fait disproportionately across the worid by those who
have no direct contribution in causing this problem. It is
not that same people will not at all be affected by climate
change, but that the effects will be vastly devastating for
the already disinherted and dizenfranchised multitudes



of this world. If the current worldwide quest to secure
enougn lithium to produce batteries is any indication,
even the much-touted mitigation sfralegies to address
climate change could yet again prove disastrous to the
Indigenous peoples and other marginalzed communities
I many countres

The reality of climate changs, with a band of major
orfginatars and & countarpart of mostly unrelated
sufferers, has Cynthla Moe-Lobeda, an  eminent
Christian eco-theologian in the US, call for perceiving
rlimate change &5 race debi class debt, and climate
colonialism, Even though race and class emerge as
separata concepts and are usually employed differantly,
they often converge and are intersectional as the socially
and economically disadvantaged are often people of
color in most circumstances. Climate colonialiem is
2 confinuing combination of wealth appropriation that
deprives nations not only of the resources required for
their own security, wellbaing, and resilience, but also
saddles them with grave environmental devastation due
to the inconsiderate extraction practices. These three
debts are not only operational in transnational contaxts
gione, but ewery nation and community is bursting with
such expressions of injustices. it is not an accident
thal hers in the US, almest all of the major polluting
institutians — both privase entitles and the govemment —
are situatad in the vicinity of Alrican American and other
minorty communties. The propased power plant in the
Ironbound neighbarhood of Newark just happens to be
3 case ciose to a few of our own places of worchip
There |8 no dearth of simiar izsuee In all locales
where our congregations are situated. It 5 & matter
of connecting with local environmantal organizatons
and entering into fellowships with parishes of other
Chrstian depominations and of other religions around
contempiations and comman actions on ecojustice
izzues ima parficular locality.

ft i critical to consider climata change as “climate
debt,” bacause an “inadequate analysis leads oo an
inadequate diagnosis and remedies ™ For the Christian,
thie undarstanding is necessary as it is repentanca that
brings freedom from the bondage of s, and whers

the sin remaing unacknowledged, both persons and
their communitias continue 1o remain in the bondage
of sin. Along with tha many instances of communal
lament ilfustrated in Hebrew scripturas like the book of
Joel climate change is an occasion for a lament that
“names problems, seek justice, and hopes for God's
deliverance, " so that a different kind of human existence
on earth is made possible,

Jesus's instruction to "go also the. second mile,™ is
not at ail an encouragement to do more than what Is
required, but a movel and radical appeoach to disrupt
the power of those Individuals and regimes that forces
someong 1o go the first mile. Now that cimate change
e forcing us to changs much of our individual lives and
societal organization, we as Ghristians have a choice
to be part of the efforts that make the bare minimum
and make some changes that will enable the world to
continue with the paradigm that caused the climale
change that is raining death and devastation on a vast
fajarity of God'e creation, or to “choose " and to
seek new ways “to do justice; and o love kindness, and
to walk humbly™ with cur God.
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“Let justice roll down as waters":

CHURCH’S ROLE
IN CLIMATE
JUSTICE

We are used to seging words fike “climate change” and
“climate crisis” fairly often. Wa are eas familiar with the
phrase; climate justice. What is climate justice and how
can churches advance the work of climata justice?

Justica” has many meanings In modern parance -
administration of laws, fairmess and equity in rights, and
acoess 1o equal opportunities and resources, Justice
is 4 core teaching of the Bibke. The Hebrew words for
justice, zedkukalt amd myshpal, carry as its root meaning,
faimess, and equity, referring to distributive (faimess in
wha gets what] and restorative (restoring refationships)
visions of justice. This notion of justice is encapsulated
in Deuterongmy 10:17-18: “Yahwsh your God defands
the justice of the arphan and widow, and loves the
immigrant, giving him focd and clothing.” Similardy,
Fsalm 126; -9 descrbes God as: "He execules fushice
far the oppressed and ghves food fo the fmgry. Yahweai
Sefs prsoners freg, Yalweh gives sight o the biing. he
fifts up those who are bowed dow, Yahwalt ioves those
who fve justly Yahwen wafches over the immigrant
amd susiaing e amhan and widow but e fiisfraios
e ways of fhe wicked, " The God of tha Bible {2 a Just
God, who cares for the vidnerable among His creation.

Dr. Anil Varghese

CLIMATE JUSTICE AND
ERHTH-CENTRIC STELARDEHIP

T

S, Mathaw's Mar Thoma Chureh
Millon, Oniario. Canada

It is this quest for justice for the wulnerable, captured
beautifully by praphet Amnos, that endeared Martin Luthar
King Jr. to his most quoted verse from the Bible, “But
bef justice roll down as waters, and righteousness as a
mighty stream” (Amos 5:24). Other Hebrew prophets
aso emphasized ‘Justice’ as an essentiat atiributa of
godiness. "Leamn to do good, seek |ustica, correct
opprassion; bring justice to the fatheress, and please the
widow's cause” (lsaiah 1:17). °...what does the Lord
reguire of you but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?® (Micah &:8). In
the New Testzment, Jesus's entire ministry can be saan
as justice-cenired as evident in hiz inaugural address
{Sermon on the Mount) whare be invokes the language of
justice (Graek word, dfkaiosune) repeatedly, Jesus often
ministered to those on the margis of society. heafing
the sick, feeding the hungry, embracing he outcast
and defending the weak i is this intentional care for
the vulnerable that constitutes justice In Jesus's eyes.
Saeking justice therefore is a fundamantal expression of
Christian discipleship, In the contempaorary world, the
work of justice s the extension of God's love to protect
and delend thoge seeking |ustice as well as those who
cannot defend themselves from injustics.
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What does doing justice mean in the climate realm?
What does climate justice entail for churches and
faith communilies? As Ghristians, what is our role
and duty in this effort?

Evidence from decades of scientific: research now
Irefutabiy pointto the accelérating cimate crigis, We are
inching towards a catasirophe, an existential crigis. Inits
recently released sixth Assessment Report (ARG - Apil
2022), the Intargovemmental Fanel on Climate Change
{IPGC) — the LN body for assessing tha science related
o climate change = reported thal average annual Green
House (Gas (GHG) emissions continue to be an the rige,
despite heightened swareness and calls for ramedial
action. In fact, giobal GHG emiszions saw the highest
Incraase in average decadal emissions during the last
decade (2010-201%5). Emisslon increases from rising
global fossil fugl and industrial activity have outpaced
emission reductions resulting from Improvements
in enargy efficiency. North America, the region of the
word we inhabit, has historically contributed about a
quarter of the globa GHG emissions, far mare than
any other region of the world The 10% of households
with the highest per capita smissions contAbute a
disproportionately large share of the global household
GHG emissions. Similardy, the world's weakhiest 20%
population produce nearly 70% of GHG emissiaons
On the other end of the spectrum, poorer Tegions,
and vulnerable peoples of the world [global south,
indigenous peoples, Women) are most susceptible to
the adverse impacts of climate ameargency — extreme
weather events, hunger, depletion of drinking water, loss
of biodiversity, displacement. and viokent conflict

'Climale |ustice’ i thus fundamentally a recognition
that the climate crisis is not only an environmental
or tachmical problem But 2 social and political one; It
acknowiedges that the causes and consequences of the
glebal climate crigle are not shared evenly around the
word, |t racogrizes that advanced industrialized nations
of the word have benefited disproportonately from
Industries and tachnologies that pollute the anvironment
but are |east impacted Dy its adverse Consequencas,
Climate justice strives for a fairer distribution of the
benefits and burdens of climate-impacting human
activity, so that those who are least responsibie for the
crisis ara not bearing its heaviestimpact

The World Councll of Churches (WCC) and national
ecumenical bodies have long advocated for the need
for just climate action that ensures accountability fo
the vulnerable. The most comprehensive articulation
of this Imperative came in Pope Francis's second
gncyclical enbitled, Laudate si'. |t fames care for
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emvironment as part of restoring and repairing human
relationship with God, other humans, and the earth.
God placed humans In the Garden of Eden to work
an it and cane for it (Genesis 2:13). God envisioned
a role of stewardship (not ownership) for humans.
Earth and Its bourtful resources were a sacrad gift
from which humans couid draw sustznanca. The close
bond between the =arth and iis human inhabitants iz
explicit: humans were created out of the sail and werz to
express respect for the whok creation on the day of the
Gabbath, This shows God's vision for all His creation to
five in mutual interdependence and harmony with each
ather

This'stewardship of care’ relafionship has been vitiated
by an alternative view of humans as the centre of
the universe, with a right to contral and dominate the
earth and its resources. It has encouraged Yalues of
competition, domination, and consumerism. From this
perspective, natura and fellow humans can be exploted
and commodified to drive scomomic growth. Such a
worldview has created a way of life that violates and
degrades the whaleness of God's creation in pursuit of
graed and unsustainable consumplion. It has resulted in
excezsive axtraction of earth’s resourcas (e.q., water
forests, fossil tuels), often in complate disregard of the
lives and traditional lands of indigenous peoples. It has
led to the depletion of critical natural resources with life-
threatening consequences for impoverished nations,
lowi-tying regions of the world and vuinerable groups,
Yel, these tendencles and underlyving values have
become 2o Ingrained in our collective consciousness
that we have lost the abiity to recognize the resuing
cpirtual and ecolopical damages or magine alternative
waye of lving.

Apgainst this backdrop, churches are caled upon to
play a critical role in raigsing the coneciousness of the
community of believers. Climats action has never been
fully understeod as an Imperative of faith, This needs
to change Caring for God's creafion: is a. spiritual
duty. The theolegical basis for climata justice must
be firmiy established Dy “minforcing connections
between ourselves and all of God's creation, between
our faith and our action, between our theclogy and
our spirituality, between what we zay and what wa do,
between science and religion, between our beliefs and
every discipline, between our sacramental communion
and our socid consclousness, between our gensration
and the generations ko come”™ (Bartholomew 2022,

In arder to seek climate |ustice, churches have
come together in ecumenical bodies nationally and
internationally and have partnered with civil society



organizatons 1o demand legislation, concrate action,
and accountability mechanisms from various lBvels
of government and Intemational organizations. The
central committee of the WOC has recently called for
the creation of a new Commission on Climate Ghange
and Sustainable Development to bring appropriate focus
to thiz ssue. However, this has not transiated into the
consciousness of the everyday churchgoer The efforts
to mount a collective global rezponse for “justtransition”
must continue with renewed resolve and must remiain
locussed on justice for low-income countres but
they aso need o equip the faith community 1o engage
with questions of climate justice. Climate action must
recelva the priomty It requires in child, youth, and women
awndliaries of churches, Thase forums must be uzad to
raise awareness and communicate the importance of
climate action. Small but meaningful everyday actions.
ideas and tools that reduce carbon footprint could be
identified and promoted at the parish level These
efforts need to go bevond the once-a-year observance
of Envirenment Sunday. Programming and resources to
critically reflect on festyle choces and their impacts
could be made available. Listening 10 and learning from
indigenous knowledne-keepers on (Ving gently with
nature i an essential part of this reflection

Qur faith impels us to act in order to safeguard the
integrity of God's creation, and to protect the most
vulnerabla. Garing forcreation is acore duty of Chnstians.

We must do our part to limit consumgption, reduce
waste and adopt greaner lifestyles. As an expression of
our taith, we need to walk the tak within our families,
workspaces, communities, and churches, 1o take action
in our local contexds because inaction puts thosa [ving
in vilnerable countries and vulnerable communities at
disproportionate risk. Glimate inaction is 4 matter of
grave injustice, Let us re-commit to advancing climate
|ustice and living In harmaony with all of God's creation.
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Environmental Sensitivity & Action:

OUR SPIRITUAL CALL and

RESPONSIBILITY

Introduction

The Psalmist says, “The earth is the Lord's and all that
i in it, the world, and those who live in it._." [Psalm
24:1). God created the earth with much grandeur, In
creating the sarth, God made provisiens for providing
ies0urces 1o satisty all of creation's needs. Scriptures
remind us, “The Lord God took the man and put kim in
the garden of Eden to till it and keep it.” (Genesis 2:15)
This iz the responsibility given to humanity, However
when locking at the present-day complexities, we
cannot move Without admitting that we are far from this
divine expectation. Ecological consciousness and active
angagement with the envirenment are part of our human
amnd soirtual responsibility and way of lving. Hence,
the ecalogical crizses we g22 today can be considersd
aplritual crises

The destruction of natural resources, ozone daplation,
climate change, land degradation, water pollution,
deforestation, habitat destruction, species extinction,
1se and misuse of biotechnctogy, and a wide array of
other complexities have caused a dsfurbance in the
order of creation. The relationship between humans and
nature is based on God's vision and divine purpose. The

TE JUSTICE AND
EHIIIH-& ﬂ;:ﬁ LLHADSHI

Rev. Dennis Abraham
Austin Mar Thoma Church &
san Anlonio Mar Thoma Congregation

heavens and the earth are Interdependent arganizations
of unity. Any disruption in this fragile unity, primarily by
humanity, atfects the created order a5 a whole and our
spiritual lite,

seripture and Ecology

The concept of ecolegy is not directy expressed in the
Qid Testament, as thera was no perceptole threat 1o
ecology duning this tme. However, writers af the Oid
Testament have a message for those concerned with
the environment. These concems are found in relation
ta God, Greation, and Humanity. Creation Is considared
W be 3 special act of God. According to Krickwin C.
Marak and At % Aghamkar “Creation theology is
God-canterad, and focused on the content, nature, and
relationship to other aspects of Israel’s faih, ™

In tha New Testament, ecology is found in the teachings
of Jesus Christ and e Apostlie Paul. Though there is no
direct teaching about the natural 'world in Jesus’ pubhe
ministry, the use of nature imagery in teachings and
the miracles In nature demonstrate God's care for the
created order According to B.L. Sarkar, “The role of the
Holy Spirit, that gives fife, iz vital in Jesus’ teaching and
Christizn traditions have developed it conceming the

Mar Thama Testenger | Juriy IEE’ '. &




natural world,” Ecology's focus in Pauline thought can
e found in Romans &, which |s essential for the biblical
doctring conceming nature. Faul's notion of the creation
includes the human, non-human, and angelic. All of
God's creation longs for redemption. Qur disobadience
and sin prevent the created order from achieving this
goal

Raole of Humanity in Creation

By virtue of being created by God, the earth was good.
0n the fifth and sidh days, these blessings are given to
the hirds, sea creatures, and hurmankind. Therefore. the
kibdical understanding of the Greatar God establishes
2 relationehip between the different fypes of created
beings. which iz mutual.

The relationship of humian beings. fo creatures is denoted
by the term dominioy (Genesls 1:28, 28). Dominian is
not domination; there is an inharent responsibility on the
part of human beings. The biblical notion goes along
the lines of stewardship. We are not owners of creation
but rather stewards. Human beings are entrusted with
the responsibility of managing the earth and sustaining
nature, as observed through the act of naming by Adam.
Thus, humans have a position of promingnce but also
guardianehip.

The story of Noah and the flood narratives are significant
25 they establish an everlasting covanant between God
and the ark's inhabitanis. B.W. Anderson writes that
“creation is for the purpose of God's cowvenant with
lzrael." Theretore, humanity hae 3 covenant with nature,
a5 nature is the arena for God’s redemptive activity.

Role of Humanity as the Image of God

Humanity was created in God's image and likeness.
Many theologiane, ncluding Karl Barth and Claus
Westarmann, mairtain that this enables humans fo be
“counterparts of Ged.” Human beings are set apart
within the created order, Humans have a predomsnant
position in all of creation. It IS the human capacity o
relate o God. The human belng, as the Image and
likeness of God, is 1o represent the best interests of
God, and they are a regent of God.

It |5 importart to note that Adam's disobedience
(Genasis 3) and its ecotogical consequences highlight
the ambivalence of nature. According to RL. Sarkar,
Adam's disobedience “consisted In his rejection for
the divine boundaries placed upon his dominion of the
garth.” i wazs a reballion against God's creation that was
created as “good.’ Any disturbance to the environment
5 a disturbance In humanity' s relationship with God,
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The flood stores ndicate that when human bengs
abandon their responsibility to be stewards of creation,
there is a temporary suspension of the order of creation.
A virtual return to the inital ‘waste and void' is brought
forth by the “withdrawal of the active divine care implicit
in Genesls 1.7 Humanity's disabediznce brings about
ecological consequances, and this is seen In refarence
to “groaning in the pains of childbirth.”

The creation of the world is the first of the majestic and
gracious acts of the fune God. The docirine of God
as the Greator and the word as God’s good creation
s challenged by today's acclogical crises. Today's
ecological crizes have caused a rathinking in Christian
scholars’ exepesis of the creation account.

The Psaims and Ecology

An ecological reading of the books of Pgalms raveals
that hurnans and naturs come under God's special care.
The relationship between God and nature expresses a
quality of persomal care and aitention far every creature,
God knows the birds of the air (Peaim 50:1), animals
and humans are in His care (Psaim 8 & 36:5), and He
feads them all (Psaim 1435.14)

Most of the Pzalms praise God as the Creator and
sustainer of tha world and thus make nature an arena and
atso a bwymmn of praise. Psalm 104 specifies the equality
af hurman beings, animals, plants, and other creatures
before the Creator. This Psalm describas the integrity
of an ecosystem under God's care and concems where
iGod = the life-giver and the sustainer

Psalm 8:6 does not mean that humans are the master of
everything. Verse 5 s a warning against human certer.
nesa, and the Pealmist recognizes that the authonty of
humans iz in becoming the servant for the harmony of
all creation.

Theological Response to Ecological Crises

The stress on God as Creator acknowledges certain
important facts. This means that creaton is not self-
axistent, not self-sustaining, Dut has only comtingent
status since avery moment IS dependant on the wil
of God, Almighty God is the source of all creation. Al
creatures hava been created from tha same substance
from the earth and therefore share a commen
relationship. Thus, relationalty and co-exisience in their
fife and destiny are essential. Westermann observes,
“the divine valuation appears to be cosmo-centic and
bio-centric not simphy or primanty anthropocentric.”



Reorienting our Eco-Spirituality

The industral revolufion from the 18" century and
technological advancements have enabled humanity to
become more salf-sufficient and to create easer ways
to survive, thrive, and produce undear mechanisms that
may be automated or semi-automated, with or without
the use of human labor Many of these methods have
resufted in @ widening gap between humanity and
the earth, which has disrupted the human-creation
relationship. When we start 1o acknowledge our infer-
relstedness to the other members of creation, we will
learm to develop a relationship and take care of that which
God has created. The exparience of being interrelated
leads to harmony with nature and does not allow
humanity to be enslaved by nature nor 1o enslave nature,

Matthew Fox advocates a revolutionary approach to
understanding the sarth, The beauty of tha creation is
the impetus for Greation-centared spirtuality. Since qur
understanding of God s connected to the Bibée and its
revelation, we seldom notice the revelation of nature
iecosystemn). Man and woman take the rola of protector
and staward in the Iife of the earth and creation.

Eco-spirituaiity is a contarmplative attitude that makes us
open 0 God's presence in every human being, event,
and creation. God is present in all things, events, and
people. Eco-spirualty enabias us o expenence God
increasingly in everything because everything comes
into being out of His sbundant love, belangs ta Him.
and depends on Him (Psalm 104:27). Humans, craated
in God's image, are called to love, and ke cara of
avarything. In contemporary society, Eco-spirifuality
that amarges fram the awareness of God's Immanant
presence Decomes profound and meanimgful,

Ecaology and Liturgy

Worship (including =acraments) iz the highest form of
spiritual engagement. Worship i not simply 2 human
endeavor Asworahippers, wearewarshippingandaffaring
afl of creation before God's throne of grace. Qurworship
Iz & heavenly experience taking place here on earth

Dur liturgy also affirms the importance of God’s creation.
Thefurgy’s useofl embolisms and quasi-embolisms (direct
ang intirect danvations from scripture) demonsirates the
relanionship betwean humanity and creaticn and tha rola
of hiumanity within the created order. This experience
Iz essertial in leading a meaningtul liturgical e
Furthermore, we find the use of sarthly sources within
the liturgy and sacraments. Water, oif, bread, wine,
incense, and other elements vsed within the scripiures,

lurgy, and sacraments are a reminder of the earth's
produce and its divine gualities,

Our Hely Ourbana liturgy also attests to the created
atder in glarifying and proclaliming the holiness of God,
(The Mar Thoma Church: Order of Warship for Divine
Service, Haly Qurbana, and Other Sacraments & Rites,
Page B2). Furthermore, during the Great Intercassion,
space |5 given to pray for the creation and confess
the sin of greed and selfishness when taking care of
creation. The praver also highlights: “Help us, O Lard, 1o
be good and faithful stewards for the fulfiliment of Your
will.® (Order of Warship, Page 63) Thoigh we have
sinmed, we ask God 1o enable us 1o preserve the true
spirit of stewardship.

Al this juncture, we are callad to revisit and strengthen
our [turgical life. The emphasis on stability in God's
created order within the context of the Iiturgy reminds
us of tha need fo live a sustainable life for tha sake of all
hurmanity and all of God's creation. This experience &
redemptive and esseniial in cur life with God,

Gonclusion

Ecology affects every aspect of human [ife and all
creation. The environmental crises affect us all Thus,
gcolegical awareness and concerns challenge us and
call us to 2 more profound commitment 1o protecting
and preserving nature, Maintaining the sanctity of life
is our responsibility by being the crown of creation.
Therafore, there iz 3 need to be aware of what &
happering ‘wordwide and o respond creatively,
pasitively, and appropriately to raduce the impact on
upcoming genarations. We need 1o change the standard
of our relationship with nature and the earth, which will
transform relationships amaong human beings and all
of creation. We must have a new wision, altitude, and
values that are beneficlal for the envirenment, even if it
means that we must adopt adept aco-theslogles.

As a Christian community, we need to b2 more sco-
conscious. Any small step in protecting Mather Nature
will have its banefits on a large scafe and for genasations,
We nead [ have the ConsCiousnNess that we are rejated
to the earth. The Ghurch has a great responsibility m
be a lkader in protecting creation and promoting an
acofogical attitude In the society. It will also be a chance
to witness the greatness of God through His creation
and maintain the human responsibility of tilling the
land and taking care of God's creation. This needs fo
continug to thrive from the grassrocts level. When we
act, we will nat only be working towards the redemption
of creatton, but also fultilling our role as stewards of
God's creation In a more meaningful, profeund, and
impactiul way. “Thiz needs to continue to thrive from
the grassroofs level. When we take aclion, we will not
anly be working towards the redemption of creation, but
alea Tulfilling our role as stawards of God's creation in a
more meaningful, profound, and impactul way.
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MES. MARIAMMA PILLAI

firs. Mariamma Pilai, a member of the Ghicago Mar Thoma Ghurch,
passed away on May 23, 2022. She has senved as the Parish
Vice President at Chicago MTC, and enthusiastically supporied
the development initiatives of The Diocess of North America and
Eurcpe, with unwavering fath and sarvice, She Is survived by her
husband, Mr. Chandran Pilkai, and children, Raj Mathew Pillai and
Jagsica Roshni Pillai, and their famiies. Most Rev, Dr Theodosius
far Thoma Metropoltan conveyed his condolence o the family,
and Rt. Aev. Dr lsaac Mar Philoxenos Episcopa led her funeral
sarvices at Chicago Mar Thoma Church.

Mrs. Mariamma Pillai was an office bearer with llinols Malayalam
Association and the FOKANA for many years. Her leadership
abilities enabled her to become FOKANA board member, Treasurer,
and the first woman President of FOXAMNA from 2014 to 2016.
Professionally, Mrs. Maramma Fillai cimbed the corporate ladder
to bacome the Director of Nursing and served In that capacity for
many years in muliple healthcare facilities. She helped many needy
healthcare job seekers specifically from the Indian and Hispanic
community. She started her own Home Heathcare Facility, which
grew to become a 200+ patient tacility. Mrs, Mariamma Pillai was
a hope for many who were struggling, and was at the forefront
to support people who faced struggles in life. She helped many
penpie personaly by building homes, offering medical support, and
helping gifs Trom poor famidies 1o get marred. As a resourceful
community leader, she coordinated the fiood reliet activities In
Kerala State.

ME. V. J. JOSEPH
Father of Rev. Joseph Chacko, NY

Mr V. J. Joseph (age 95), Vallyaparampil, Valiyakavu, Ranni, was
taken to his heavenly abode on Wednesday, March 16, 2022 He
was an active and founding member of 58 Thomas Mar Thoma
Church, Valivakavu, and served as a membar of Sabha Pradhinidhi
Mandalam and Diccesan Assembly of the Ranni-Nilackal Diocese
He Is survived by his children Mr John Joseph & Kunjurmiol
fkingston, Canada), Mr. Joseph Mathew & Ponnamma. (Ranni],
Rev. Joseph Chacko & Rose (NY), Mr. Thomaskutty Joseph &
Sobhana (NY), Mr. Jose Joseph & Ashley (WJ), Mr. Babu Joseph
& Suja (Toronto), Mrs. Solly & Sam Abraham (Philadeiphia), Mr
Haju Joseph & Shyni (NY), ML Benny Joseph & Manju [ Toronta).
The funeral service was led by RL Rev. Thomas Mar Timotheos on
Wednesday, March 23, 2022, at Valivakavu 5t Thomas Mar Thoma
Church, Ranni
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BITUARES

MRS. RAICHEL GEORGE

Mrs. Raichel George, age 77, member
of the St. Thomas Mar Thoma Ghurch,
New York, was cased 10 ety on
March 19, 2022 Mrs. Raichel Gearge
loviagly known as kKunjamma was
born af the Kattathara House in Mepral,
Tiruvalla, to the Late Mr K. E Abraham
and Thankamma Abraham. Her funeral
cervice was held it the 5t Thomas Mar
Thoma Church, New York, onm March
25th , and officiated by Diocesan Bishog,
Rt. Rev. Or, lsaac Mar Philoxanos. She
i5 survived by her husband Mr P ©
George, and her children Mrs. Shery
Thomas, NAE DSMC Secretary and M
Thomas Oommen (Saji, Diocase Office
Manager), Mrs. Shyfa Varghese and Mr
Shaji Varghese, Mrs. Shyni Joseph and Mr Raju Joseph,
Mr. Sherry George and Mrs. Sofi Georgs, and her
grandchildren, Karen, Kevin, Deepak, Justin, Vinay, Jayden
and Jenna.

MEAS. MARY KATTAPURAM

Mrs. Mary Kattapuram (née Mathai, ‘Smminikutty”), passed
away peacefully on June 2, 2022, She was borm on January 9,
1939, in Kottenkudy, Kerala to M.C. and Mary Mathew. Shortly
after her birth, her family moved to Munnar, where she spent her
childhood. She marriad Mr Mathai Battapuram, and they had
threa children Shajan, Byu, and Mary. In 1574, they immigrated
to Canada and Wved in Calgary for many vears, where they were
active members of the Calgary Mar Thoma community, before
moving to Torarto in 2008. Her life was celebrated on June 4th at
Turner & Porter Yorke Chapal in Toronto, ON. She is servived by
her brother (Jacob), sieter (Leelamma), three children [Shajan
(Alice), Biju (Anita), and Mary (Trevar)), and five grandchildren
(Rachel (Dan), Kristina (Kevin), Meera, Nathan, and Eva)

" ] '
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= Ebenezer MTC, New York
Ebenezer MTC, New York, was blessed to be visited by the
Diocesan Episcopa of the Diocese of North Amenca & Europe
Rt Rev. Dr Isaac Mar Philoxenos Episcopa on Sunday June
5, 2022 on the occasion of the 357 Parich Day. Thirumeni
celebrated the Holy Qurbana Service on June 5th and shared the
word of God.  After the Holy Qurbana, Thirumeni attended the
35th Pansh Day celebrations and joinead the church members
for tha fellowship lunch aranged by the parish. The Episcopal
visit to Ebenezer MTC was a biessed tme for the parish to fesl
and experienca the presence of a Great Shepherd leading and
guiding the Church,

Vicar, Rev. George Abraham
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St Thomas MTC, New York

o b

The Digcesan Bishop, Rl Rev. Dr. kaac Mar Fhilaxenos,
visited the 5t. Thomas MTC (Yonkers, NY) on Sunday, May
g, 2022, Thirumeni celebrated Holy (urbana in Malayalam,
and following the service the Valedictory Program of the
parish’s Ruby Jubilee celebration was conducted. A speclal
welcome was given 1o the new Dlocesan Secretary. Rev
George Abraham, znd his family. The parish alzo celebrated
Mother's Day and honored all mothers with a presentation
of a gift and a slideshow prepared by the Youth Fellowshep
members, The parish s grateful for the prayerful and
blessed leadership of our Diocesan Bishop.

Vicar, Rev.Baju C. Pappachen

Mar Thoma Institule on Mission and Culture

The first course offered by the Mar Thoma Institute
an Mission and Culture {MINMGC) was inaugurated on
Thursday, January 27, 2022, at 7:00 PM (EST) via
the Zoom platform by the Diocesan Bishop, Rt. Rey.
Or. Isaac Mar Philosenos Episcopa. The course, titled
as MIMC 110 Effactive Minisiry m Norfh America,
was an onling confinuing education course that was
conducted for eight weeks with sessions held every
Tuesday and Thursday, The second batch will start
on Thursday July §4, 2022, The Glengy who jained
the Diccese in 2022 will participate in this course.

16* Diocesan Conference of
Mar Thoma Voluntary Evangelists' Association

From Aug 13 (3:30 PM EDT) to Aug 21 (1:00 PM
EDT), 2022

At Bonglorno Conferenca Canter, 430 Unlon Hall Rd,
Garliste, PA 17013

Leaders, Rt Rev. Dr |ssac Mar Philoxanes, Rew,
EappenVarghese, Bay. Manu Varghese, Dr Vino J. Danigl,
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Diocesan Assembly Meeting 2022

A mesting of the Diocesan Assembly of the Diocese
of Morth America and Europe of the Mar Thoma
Church was held on Saturday, May 7, 2022 at 10:00
AM at the Long lstand Mar Thoma Church (NY). The
Discesan Bishop and President, At. Rev. Dr. 1saac Mar
Philoxenos, presided aver the meeting. The mesting
began with worship and a devational message by Rev.
Thomas K. Mathew (Philadeiphia Youth Chaplain).
The Diocesan Bishop expressed condolences on the
demnise of all those in the Diocese who wers called to
eternity in the past one year. and Thirumen also paid
hnanmg to the lives lost due to the war and confiict
n Ukraine.

Tha Assambly unanimausly approved the resolufion
to ratify the appointment of Rev. George Abrabam
as the Diocesan Secretary from May 1, 2022, The
Diccesan Secretary welcomed the gathering and
following the Presidential Address by the Diccesan
Bishop, the Assambly considered the aganda for the
meeting. The Diocesan Secratary presantad the 2021
Annual Report and Audited Statement of Accounts,
and the Dhocesan Treasurar Mr George P Bebu,
presented the 2022 Budget, all of which were al
passed unanimousaly by the Assembly

Tha Best Parish Awards for 2021, the Messanger
Awards, and the certificates for the first course of
the Mar Thoma Institute on Mission and Culture,
MIRAC 110; Effective Ministry in North America, were
presented by the Diocesan Bishop. The Digcesan
Bishop aiso released the book fitied: The Prayar of
[lfumination authared by Rav, Abraham Kuruvilla, The
Diocesan Treasurar proposed tha Vote of Thanks, and
the masting camato a ciose with prayar offered by Rey
T. K. John and benediction by the Diocesan Bishop




20" National Sevika Sanghom

Conference, Mar Thoma Suvishesha
Sevika Sanghom (Det. 13 to 16, 2022)

Theme; Mentors of the New World (John 20:17)

Hosted by Mar Thoma Church of Dallas Farmers
Branch Sevika Sanghom

Leaders: Rt Rev Dr lsaac Mar Philoxenos Episcopa,
EIE':U Dﬁ.rl Eappen Varghese, Dr Elizabeth Jacah, Mrs
Iy Alex

43" Diocesan Youth Fellowship
Conference

The 43" Diccezan Youth Fellowship Conference will
be hald from July 29 to July 31, 2022, hosted by
Mar Thoma Church Philadelphla Youth Felowship
Thizs conference i= open o all Mar Thoma Youths
iages 18 to 35). Kindly keep this confarence in your
prayers. Also, please encourage our youth fallowship
members to attend.

Holy Ordinations

Rev, Dn. Subin Mathew Parayil was ordained as a
Kassesa (Priest) of the Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian
Ghurch, by our Diocesan Bishop, H.G. Rt Rev. Dr.
lsaac Mar Philoxenos Episcopa, at the Tabore Mar
Thama Church, Manchester, UK, on June 11, 2022

Rev. Dn.Jason Varghese was ordaned as a Kassesa
iPriest) of the Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Church,
by our Diocesan Bizhop, H.G. Rt. Rev. Dr. Isaac Mar
Philoxenos Eplscopa, at the Houston Immanuel Mar
Thoma Church, Houston, on April 30, 2022,

Mr. Dylan Mathew, a member of the Mar Thama
Ghurch of Baltimore, graduated High School from
Gentral York High School on May 19, 2022, as the
Salutatorian of his graduating class of 2022 Dylan
plans o pursue @ degres in Neuroscience at the
University of Pittsburgh on a pre-med track this fall.

Mr. Timothy Samuel Ninan, son of Simen Ninan and
Resna Mary Ninan, members of St, Thomas MTC,
Mew York is a National Merit Schalar from Kingsway
Senior and Ezst Greenwich, Thiz s the first time in

known history, Kingsway haz a National Mert Scholar
This prestigicus scholarship is awarded o 7,500 high
schoof senbors who qualify with the highest PSAT
SCOres In e nation, Students who guality for the
national status must first recelve a score in the top
1% of their state. They then are placed in the national
pragram with the top 30,000, 15000 semi-fmalists
are then selected out of all the applicants, but very
few ever get national status. In fact, less than 5%
of all test-takers receive any commendation from the
Mational Berit program.
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Rew. Prof. Dr. Jerry Pillay was
‘elected as the new General
‘Secretary of the WCC

Mar Thoma Messenger
| Awards for 2021

Best Fromoters

Or. P2y i1s the elghth ganeral secretary in the
WCGC's history since the fellowship of churches
was Tounded in 1948. Dr. Pillay |5 currently dean
of the Faculty of Theology and Religlon, University
of Pretoria. A member of the Uniting Presbyteran
Church in Southem Africa, he is from South Africa,
Dr. Pillay will assurme his office from January 1, 2023,

1] o, &
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M. Shawn Varghese, Trinily MTC, Houston
Mrs. Jooley Zachariah, Trinity MTC, Houston

Trinity MTC, Houston received the Mar Thoma
Messenger Award in recognition of signing up mast
members as subscribers from a Fansh in the year
2021. The Mar Thoma Messenger promoters, Mrs.
Jooley Zachariah (Savika Sanghom Secretary] and
Mr. Shawn Varghese (Diccesan Councd Member),
obtained maore than 200 subscriptions for the
Mar Thoma Messenger in 2021, Mr. T. A. Mathew
(Messengel Managing Committee Member since
003) alzo received a spacial award in recognition of
his suoport, commitment, and help for the promoters
in reachimg the goal. We conpgratulate them for this
wonderful achieverment.

Rev. 8am K. Easow, Vicar, Trinity MTC, Houstan
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PARISH NEWS
Trinity Mar Thoma Yuvajana Sakhyam, Houston

Yuvajana sakhyam organized a3 Badminton Doubles
tournament for the parishas in the Southwest Regicn
on April 2 & April 37 at the Trinity Center, Houston.Hay.
Fr. Jeku Zachariah, President of IGECH (the scumenical
tarum of Howston) inaugurated the iownament. Sidean
leams from six parishes participated, and Includad
Oklahoma MTC, Dallas Farmers Branch MTC, Austin
MTC, Morth Houstom St Thomas MTC, Houston
Immanuel MTC & Houston Trinity MTC,

Dallas KBoys (Dennis Koshy & Abel Daniel Koshy) fram
Calias Farmers branch MTC won the First Prize in the
tournament, Team IMTC (Regay Varghese & Praveen
Fhilip) from Immanuel MTC. Houston was the Runner
Up. Smash Brathers (Sanu Abraham & Sancho Thamas)

CARD Light to Life Training

Program

The Christan Agency for Rural Developrment
(CARO), I collaboration with the Mar
Thomz MWission Board of the Dwcesa of
North Amenca & Europe, aranged a special
fraining program for the direclors, managers,
accountants, and social workers of varioos
Light to Life projects throughout India in May
2022 at Tharangam Mession Action Centre,
Arattupuzha Rt Rew Dr Isaac Mar Phdoxenos
Episcopa (NAE Diocesan Bishog) was the chisf guest,
Mr. Thomas Hajkumar, Dieclor of Holkstc Child
Development India (Pung|, Inauguratad the program,
and Rev. Moncy Varghese, Director of CARD, served
as the chaiparson far the meeting. Mr. ¥ Thankachan

from Okiahoma MTC won third place and TMC Strikers
(Anith Geonge Philip & Reji Thomas) won fourth place.

Abel Daniel Koshy was sslected as the Player of the
Taurmament. The semifinals & finals wera live elecasted
theough Sabha Doothan: Zeraphim Mews Facebook Page.

Mr. Anith George Philip served as Coordinator along
with Sakhyam Fresident Rev. Roshen . Mathews,
Mr Saji Varghese (Vice President), Mre Viju Varghese
(Secretary), Mr. Rilu Ragan (Treasurer) , and Mz, Anju
Vijayan (Lady Secretary].

Rev. Roshen V. Mathews
Trinity MTC, Houston

(Financa Coordinator of HCDI), Rev. Dr. Sunni E. Mathew,
Mr. Modi P George (Treasurar of CARD), Rew. Shine
M. Jacob [Assistant Director of CARD), Mr Jaisemon
Antony (CARD Light to Life Program Cogrdinabor),

Mr. Thomas Mathew, Sister Rej
Mr. Suresh Babu provided leadarship.

Augustine, and
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A TAX REDUCTION
STRATEGY FOR
SENIORS

(A DEDUCTION FOR NON - ITEMIZING TAXPAYERS)

{Prof. Philip Thomas, MBA, TPA, CGMWA)

QOUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRIBUTION (QCD) - A STRATEGY TO REDUCE AGI AND FEDERAL INCOME TAXES

4 In 2022, an individual 72 years old or over can donate direcily fom their refirement accounts o charities up fio
S100,000, This will help espectally individials who do not use llamized deduction on their laderal {3 relurm a5
standard deduclion is greater than itermized deductions. Direcl distribation from IRA account o an organization
ailgible bo rcaive tax daductible contribution will be exciuded from the adjusted gross incame of the Bxpayor which
madns taxpayer is availing & full deduction for such transiers from refirement accounts whether ifemizing or nod. In
effiecd, for those who do nof itemize, tis deduction will be in addition to standard deduction. The $100,000 5 an
anmeal Hmit, Theretone, a donor Gan do il every year.

For taxpayers filing joint refurn limit of $100.000 apply 1o each spouse. This skategy makes more productive
&5 many lapayers may nob have o iiemize.,

REQUIRED MINIMUM DISTRIEUTION (RMD), FEDERAL INCOME TAXES AND QCD

¥ Individuals are required to withdraw a minimum amount from their retirement accounts for ihe year
they turn 72 years obd and onward. ARED amount will be some percantage (degends on many faclors of
Ihe botal bakancs in each elirmend acocount, BMO resulls: inincrease in l@abbe income and fhe. e liakilily

of miany laxpayers

RO may result in increase in Eable porlon of tpayar's socal security benslits which will msult n
highes taxable income and heghar B bill, For some tapayers, RMD may cause modified adjusted gross
income to rise over $91 000 for single- filers and 182,000 lor married lkers resulting In higher

maathly premiom for Medicare B coverage.

3 One strategy to reduce RMD is charitable contribution directly from retirement account to favorite
charity as mentioned above (GCD). (DONATE YOUR RMD TO YOUR FAVORITE CHARITY]).

+ Anather sirategy o be constdered by some individuals to raduce e BRD ameunt 15 baying
(ualified Longevity Annuity Contract (QLAG). You may imvest up ko 5145000 from your retiremen
account i OLAC. (LAC |s a spacial version of detarred annuity contact. Money Iransferrad 16 a GLAC
i5 inared when figuring AMD, which reduces the size of RMD resoifing in ivwer toes. Aemember, you
are deferring the taxes to a fulure ywaar. When one sfarts payouts from QLAC later that will be included
in income, A OLAC can protect your savings from market fluctuations.

Caveat: These are only general guidelines. Please consull your professinal financial/ta aovisor belore
making any financial cecisions.

iPraf. Philip Thomas is redired professor of accounting and & tax praclitioner for over 41 years in
lhe Unifed Sktes. Ha is & member of American Institide of Cerbified Fubfic Accountanis, Texas
society of CPAs and Daltas Chapter of GPAS. He i also a Chartersd Global Management Accountant.)
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| Introduction

World Day of Prayer (WDP} is a global ecumenical
movement led by Christian women. The motto for
WOP = “Informed Prayer and Prayerful Action,” and
WOP Is celebrated annually in over 170 countries
on the first Friday in March. The mavemnent aims to
bring together people of vanous races, cultures, and
raditions In a yearly common Day of Prayer, as well as
in choser fellowship, understanding, and prayeriful action
throughout the year.

WOP 2022 Theme and Country of Focus

The WOP 2022 theme, “I Know Ihe Plans | Have for
You," s based on the prophat Jeremizh's writing 1o the
exiles in Babylonia, as found in Jeremiah 29:1-14. The
country of focus was England, Wales, and Northern
Irefand (EVWNI), which are three parts of the United
Kingdom (UK), within the group of islands known as

PRAYER 20cc

Reports compiled and consolidated by
Mrs. Neethi Prasad (vice-char, wor usa Boarg)

the British Isles. Scotland is also part of the United
Kingdom. Alhough thare is much that they share, they
are also diverse, with different languages, cultures and
governments.

Diocesan Sevika Sanghom

We congratulats all the faithful women who organized
WODF celebrations, adding to the poweriul begacy of
women's work in Taith. We acknowledge the commities
members and stafl who worked on the preparation of
the WDP USA materials. A special thank you to our lacal
team including Rev. George Abraham, Mrs. Nirmala
Abraham, Mrs. Suma Chacko, and Mrs. Neethi Prasad
who fransiated, edited and formatted the worship and
modified it for use within our community. We aiso
appraciate the efforts taken by Mre. Nisha Sarah Gearge
(Austin MTC, Texas) for preparing & beautiful skit that
was adapled by varlous churches in the Diocese,

Miar Thama ITIc'-'.'.nn-:;-::-r | il_.EIIJ 204 - ]



WINDOWS OF HEAVEN

I Adalachi 3:10, Gad tells us how we can recaiva the blessings of heaven. He feachas us about the impartance
ol ithes, Me 10% we give God trom the eamings that He has given us. OFfarings are above the tiths, and there
I tittva of lime and talents as well o His glory by the Hoaly Spirt,

TIME AND TALENTS

| chaltenge all of us to usa, not only our linancal MHessings for he Mar Thoma Church and (ts edification, bul
atso our youlh falents and stewardship of our adulis. Ged has blessed us with health and leadership abdlities,
and we have many ways we can share that with our world during these uncerian times. | have leamed thal we
should have 3 generous spirt o God. because He is falthiul.

BLESSINGS

Wa are Dlessad 10 worsiip Jesus Beely in e Uniled Shales. We are truly Biessed wilh oul Indian culluie and
Iradifions. We have wonderfu! Mendships, Bmilles and shueh community. God has given us fesa hings so
Ihal we can be a blassing to others, Lightad to Lighlen. Through charity wark and organizations, we can help
the fost, hameless and the suffering, widows and cephans. And by dedng these things, we ¢an create a harves!
of thirty, sty ora hundrediotd, Mark 4:20.

Binu Jacob, MD, FACC, FHRS

Pasco Cardiology Associates, Tampa
37852 Madical Arls Ct, Zephyrhills, FL 33541
(813)-788-0429
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| Narth East Region Sevika Sanghom

The North East Regional Sevika Sanghom observed the
'WDP on March 12 Rev. Shaji Kochummen, President
of NE Sevika Sanghom, presided over the meeting.
Fourteen womean from different parishes led the WDP
worship service, and both English and Malayalam hymns
wera sumg by the LIMTC youth choir The main message
was given by Evg. Kathy Hamilton-Thomas, Treasurer
of WDP USA, from the Afncan Methodist Episcopal
Church, via Zoom. Mrs. MNeethi Prazad, Vice-Chair WDP
USA, gave the keynole address, A video presentation
about the religious and socineconomic conditions of the

British [shes, Wales, and Northerm Ireland was presented.
The theme based skit was presented by LIMTG Sevika
Sanghom members, We wera blessed with the presenca
and prayers of Rev. Saju G Pappachan, Rev. Johnson P
Abraham, and Rev. Jess M. George. About 100 peopla
from seven parishes of tha region attended the service.
The meeting was followed by & delicious lunch and a
bdessad time of fellowship,

- Mrs. Mercy Thomas
(NE Region Sevika Sanghom Secretary)

| Carmel Mar Thoma Church — Boston (Ecumenical)

Under the leadership of our Vicar/President, Rav. Sujith
Sam Mammen, women from 14 separate area churches
of various denominations of Kerala ongin in the Greater
Boston area gathered to conduct WDP at Carmel MTC,
Boston, on Saturday March 26" Skdy-two women
attended, decked In the flags colors of the day, red, white
and blue. Along with a PowerPoint presentation on the
Bntish Isles, a skit illustrating God's plans at work, the
prescrbed readings, pravers, and singing was done by
visiting church attendees, A themed lunch, fully prapared

[y the women ot Carmel MTC, was served. The message
pased on the theme was deliverad by Ruthie Seigers, an
Associate Pastor of Grace Chapel (Lexington, MA). Alsa,
packets of flower seeds of an English Garden vanety
were distributed to the atfendees to highlight the thama
and that we'ra urged by the prophet to continue living our
lives, sowing and cultivating, &ven in “exile’ and under
@isasirous circumstances, because God has a plan forus.

— Mirs. Mercy Mariam Koshy (Carmel MTC Secretary)
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South East Reglon Genter A Sevika Sanghom/
Ecumenical Christian Fellowship of New Jersey

WOP was celebrated ecumenically as a hybrid meeting
on March 3™ at St Mary's Orthodax Ghurch (Linden, NJ)
Argund 30 people gatherad at the church, and wamen led
the worship service both in persen and through recorded
portions. Rev. Thomas K. Thomas presided aver the
meeting and gave the presidential address. The Keynote
cpeaker was Rev. Or. Anna Thamas, and the Bible study
was conducted by Dr Sherin Thomas, Baskivoma of
Rev. Jalzen A, Thomae. Alang with that, the Ecumenical
Choir sang 5 songs, kids performed a skit, and youths
presented a narration on the country of focus.

Mrz. Noby Byju [(SERSS Center & Sacretary) and Mr
George Thomas (ECFMNJ Secretary)

Mar Thoma Church of Greater Washington

MTCGEW Sevika Sangham celebrated WOF an March 4th
#t 7 PM an Zoom. Forty participants Including several
non Sevika Sanghom members attended the event
The worship service was led prayerfully by the Vicar,
Rev. Byju Thomas, and members who befonged to all
20es, [t was very encouraging to See young members
participating in the ssrace with great enthusiasm, Sini
Kochamma from Seattle MTC was the key note speaker
The worship included a special prayer for the victims of
the war in Lkraine. The WDP worship service was also
blessed with melodious sengs sung by our members
Offertory was collectad with the hope that it will be used
to enrich the kingdom of God through projects designed
for the betterment of the women and chitdren in the
islands of England

Dr. Elizabeth Thomas {Sevika Sanghom Cecretary)
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| ar Thoma Church, Atlanta

MTC Atlanta Sevika Sanghom conducted the WOP
Masting on March 4™ at 7.30 PM via Zeom and was
presided by Bev. Skarah Varughese. Edavaka Mission
and Young Family Fellowship members alse participated
inthis event. Lisa Elizabeth Mathew Kochamma, wife of
Hey. Sunil Mathew, Vicar of 5& Mathews MTC, Teronto,
was the main speaker. Kochamma's inspiring messags
was on Hannah's involvernent of matarmnity In God's plan
Many of our Sevika 3aznghom members participated in
leading songs and various prayers. Our Young Family
Fetlowship presented a thought provoking skit based an
the theme. Over 50 members participated inthe mesting.

Mrz. Anny Varghese (Sevika Sanghom Secratary)

5t Luke's Mar Thoma Chureh and Jacksonvilie
Congregation — Florida

WOP was organized by the Sevika Ganghom members
of 5t Luke's MTC and Jacksonville Congregation. A
blessed devotional message was given by Dn. Melvin
Mathal. There were 435 tamilies who atiended the worship
service onine. This worship service was made possibie
due 1o the faithful prayer and effective leadsrship of our
Yicar, Rev. David Chertan. During the servica, we prayed
to God to relieve suffering and to bring healing and
peace. We collecied and sent the offering o WDP USA.
The service concluded afier prayer and benadciion

Mrs. Sarah Mathew [Sevika Sanghom Secretary)



| 8t. John's Mar Thoma Chureh — Michigan

Online WOP was conducted on March 8th, presided by
Rev. Jeswin John. All S2vika Sanghom members were
given the oppartunity to participate in vanous activities.
Achen emphasized that there is hope through God's
faithfulness and fulfiliment of God’s Words. He also
mentioned that God has given us a great gift, we have
hope, and & is our responsibility to tell others about
Jesus Christ, 18 people attended the meating.

Mrs. Annamma Scaria (Sevika Sanghom Secretary)

| Minneapolis Mar Thoma Congregation - Minnesota

On March 20", we celebrated the WDP throeugh Zoom,
and all women participated in the service, Neethi Prasad
Kochamima gave @ sermon based on the theme, Prior to
the WDP service, the women of Minneapolis Mar Thoma
Congregation gathered and practiced and recorded the
skit based on the theme,

Mrz. Suja 8. Thomas | Savika Sanghom Secratary]
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8t, Louis Mar Thoma Church

ot. Louis MTC celebrated this year's WOF in person
on Aprl 107, WOP special order of worship was led by
Savika Sanghom members, Mrs, Mereen Grace George
defivered the message. About 35 peopie participatad.

Rev. Thomas Mathew (Vicar)

Auztin Mar Thoma Church - Texas

Austin MTC celebrated WDP on Sunday, April 3"
The Sunday service started with the WDP worship order
led by Rev. George Abraham along with Rev. Georgs
Oommen. Sevika Sanghom members assisted the
Achens by reading different porfions of the WDP sarvice.
The staries of hope from the women of the British lskes
had a remarkable impact on those who were listening.
In addition to this women took significant roles in
assisting with the Holy Gommunion service on that day.
The message was given by Mrs. Anita PMathew based
on tha theme The WDF sarvice was a reminder o all
women of all the blessings they have intheir [ivas akong
with a message of hope that our God has a wonderful
plan for each and every one of us. The WDP cervice was
a2 bleszing o everyone who attended.

Mrs. Bala Jacob (Gavika Sanghom Secratary)

I San Antonic Mar Thoma Congregation — Texas

WOP was observed on March 27" amidst tha Holy
Qurbana service along with our Vicar, Rev. Georgs
Abraham. Sevika Sanghom members Mrs. Elizabeth
Thomas and Mrs. Julie Biju lad the special order of
worship. About 50 people were present.

Mrs. Elizabeth Thomas (Parish Secretary)

Emmanuel Mar Thoma CGhurch - Lubbock, Texas

WOP was organized at Emmanual MTC Lubbock
on March 137 The message was given by Dr Annia
Lincaln. Sunfiower seeds were distributed to all the
participants who were encouraged to plant them in their
communitias as a emindar of God's consfant lova and
the hope for human kind. The service was well attended.

Rev. Abraham Kuruvilla (\Vicar
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I Rio Grande Valley Mar Thoma Congregation - Texas

Rio Grande Valey Mar Thoma Congregation celebratad
WOP during the Holy Commanion service on Sunday,
March 20" Under the leadership of Rev. Sonu Varghese,
women of the parish assisted in the special order of
worship. Ms. Kochurami Joseph was the guest speaker

Rev. Sonu Varghese (Vicar)
I\.__.:‘ - 't'._

| St Thomas Mar Thoma Church - Houglon, Texas

WDP was celebrated at 5t Thomas MTC, Houston,
during the Holy Communion service on Suenday, March
13% Under itha leadership of Rey, Somu \arghese,
women of the parish assisted in the specal order of
worship. Dr Anita Joy from nmanuel MTC, Houston,
was the guest spaaker; she delfvered a powerful and

inepiring message.

Rev. Sonu Varghese (\Vicar)

T { | S

I Las Angeles Mar Thoma Church

Los Angeles MTC celebrated the WODP on Saturday,
March 12™. The meeting was attended by 35 members
including members from our sister parishes. Rev
Bijoy M. John, Vicar, together with Rev. Arun Samuel
Varghese, Vicar of Horeb MTC, and the Sawika
Sanghom led the congregation throwgh the WDP Rurgy.

LE m Mar | homa |'|"|r.-'.".|.'.'r'.-""f_'i.' I j,..‘.l-i. - 2072

Mrs. Annie Varghese gave a briel presentation on the
country of focus, Mrs, Sharon Mathew Kochamma {wife
of Rev. Arun Samuel Varghese) delivered the message
based on the theme and emphasized that we should
not doubt God's plans but walk in the presence, power,
purpese, and plans of the creator A special offerfory
was collected. An activity, *Pass the Gift™, was erganized
by Mrs. Jenny Siby. The meeting concluded with prayer
and benediction. All aftendeas then participated in the
felowship lunch after the meeting. It was a blessing for
everyone who attended.

Ms. Vinu Mathew [Sevika Sanghom Secretary)

| Mar Thoma Church of Grealer Seatile — Washington

The MTC of Greatar Seattle celebrated the WDP on March
B" Sevika Sanghom assisted in tha Sunday service
with the reading of the fiturgy under the leadership of
Rev, Manu Varghese (Vicar). The sermon based on the
theme was cefivered by Giny Kochamma (Wio Rey,
Manu Varghese). The service was also attendad by the
Portland (Prayer Group) Congragation,

| ‘Staten Isiand - New York (Ecumenical

WOP was celebrated ecumenically in Staten Island, NY,
with six different neighoor parshes on March 19% at
the Mar Thoma Church, Staten lsland. The Key Note
Speakar was Mrs, Zenit Ann Varghese Kochamma (w/o
Rev. Bobby Varghese, 5t Mary's Orthodox Church,
Staten |sland). It was a blessed and memorabie day for
all of us,

Mrs. Jessy Thomas (Sevika Sanghom Secretary, MTC,
Staten |sland)



Morth East Region Center B Sevika Sanghom
{Ecumenical)

The NERSS Center B WOP celebration was hald on Saturcay,
March 5 via Zoomn. More than 136 participants with
families, attending from various Mar Thoma parishes
of NERSS Center B, as wel as members from the
Rochester Congregation, St. Mary's Orthodax Church
iMaynard, MA), Catholic Cherch of Boston, and Joint
Ghristian Churches of Rockland County, NY. The special
invitees included the Dublin Mar Thoma Congregation,
Ireland Sevika Sanghom along with Rev. Varghese
Koshy. Rev. Suith Sam Mammen, President of NERSS
Center B, presided over the meeling. Ms. Elleen McStay
from NY did a presentation, and the main message
was done by Mrs. Merlin Mathew Kochamma from
5t. Mary's Cathedral, Puthencavu, Kerala. Mrs. Neethi
Prasad, Vice-Chair of WOP USA, was also present. The
skit presentation was done by Carmel MTC, Boston, and
many young women participated in the prayer readings.

Ilrm. Thankam Vinu El:ﬂg: iHERES Center B Secratary)

Ecumenical Fellowship of Indian Churches in
Pennsylvania (EFICP)

EFIGP hosted WOP on Saturday, March 5 as a hybrid
meeting at 5t. Thomas Syro Malabar Cathaolic Forane
Ghurch (Philadelphia). The main speaker was Mrs.
Neenu Mary Varghese, wife of Rev. Thomas K. Mathew

Thers weres 22 participant churches for this event. The
evert had two parts. The first part consisted of the
following programs: lighting of the lamp representing
the 7 regions of WOP and worship service along with
choir. The second part included the public meeting
with programs such as the metaphor of hope in Bght
of the curment issues in Ukraine, presentation on the
host country, theme song by kids, message by key note
speaker, monalogue, and a dance by kids honoring the
host country, Approximately 73 peaple attended this
blassed event in person with 150 viewers online, The
event also included offertory which will be donated to
WOFP ministries. Tha event concluded with a prayer and
benediction fellowed by lunch for all the attendees.

Mrs. Varsha Biney (EFICP - Women's Forum
Euurdim:ur‘.l

Mar Thoma Church of Baltimore — Maryland

MTCS Sevika Sanghom celebrated WOP on March 57
The meeting was atended virtually by 15 members
and presided by the President, Rev. Shiju Thomas.
Sevika Sanghom members actively participated in the
WOF s2nice. Programs Included opening prayer and
remarks, opening song, Bible reading, WOF program
video, monologues. worship leading activities, message
from the Yicar, and closing prayer. it was a humbling
gxperience knowing about these women of EWNI and
their strupgles. 1t was a priviege that MTCB Sevika
Sanghom was able to be part of this noble cause.

Mrs. 8mitha Benson (Sevika Savnghom Sacretary)

wWorld Day of
FPRAYER 20c2
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ASSIGNED TO THE DIOCESE OF
NORTH AMERICA AND EUROPE

Rew. Santhosh Thomas
AsEistant Vicar, immanuel Mar Thoma Charch, Houston

Wife: Teena Santhosh

Chilcran
Shreya Sara Santhosh
Sandra Sara Santhosh 4

Rey. John B Varghese
Vicar Morth Canolina Mar Thama Church

Wire: Shiny Thankachan
Daughter; Jaslin Jobhn |




Fev T, 8. Joge

Vicar, &t. &ndrews Mar Thoma Church, Yonkers NY

Wife: Mini Thomas, Kizhakkanedathu

Children:
saml.-Jose, Sesna T. Jose

-

Rev. Joby Jehn

Vicar: dehion Mar Thema Church, Dallas
Wife: Neethu Mariam Varghese
Children:

Daya Alma John, Manma Elsa John,
Jaaev John Joby

-

Rev. Shaiju C. Joy
Wicar, St Paul's Mar Thoma Church, Dallas

Wife: 3ubi Uthup Eyadiyil
Children:

Daya Marfam Shalu & Karun Joy Shaiju

o

Rev. Sam K. Easow

Vicar, Trimity Mar Thoma Church, Houston
Wife: Biney Sam

Children:

Shaun Easow Sam
Juanah Serah Sam

o
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Rev. Jinu John
Vicar, Mar Thema Churich of Silicon Valey and
cacrameznto Mar Thoma Congregation

Wife: Sunitha Jinu

Chilldren: |
Athulya JaimaJinu & Anupam John Jinu J/

Rev, Ajith Varghesa
Vicar, 5t James Mar Thoma Ghurch, New York
Wife: Diana K. Varghese

Chileiren:
Evan Ajth & Hanan Ajith

B Mar Thoma Messerger | by - 2022

Rev. V. T. Thomas
Vicar, Salem Mar Thama Church, Eastern Long lsland

Wife: Lovely Dommen

Chlldren:

Rev Asish Thomas, Asha Thomas

Daughtar in Law - Jesmin Mathew

Son In Law - DriManu M Abraham /

Rev. Y. Alex
Vicar, Mar Tharma Ghurch of Dallas, Farmers Branch

Wife. Leni sarah lype
Chilgren; Jyolls John Alex &

Yobel lype Alex /




Fev. Roji Mathews Abraham
Vicar, Canadian Mar Thoma Church

Wife; Ancy Roji Mathews

Children:

Eairah Suzan Mathaws

Yahoshua Abraham Mathews

Abiymael Varghese Mathews //

Rev. Sanoj Babu Mathew
Vicar, Bristal 3t. Thomas Mar Thaoma Church

Wife: Giney 3 George
Children.

Juvana G 5anoj
Jasna G Sang /

Rev, Johnson Samuel
Vicar, SL John's Mar Thoma Church, New York

Wife: Binu soozan george

Children:
Sherin sam johnson
lrene sara johnson

Fey Saji Thomas
Wicar San Franciseo Mar Thoma Church

Wife: Suzan Saji
Children:

Yahan Thomas 5ap
Midhi Rachal sajl
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BIBLE CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Winners List for April 2022 Bible Crossword Puzzle

Mani Matspes

Or, Guzan dax

Laly Efss

Glanna Sage Agamnicnd)
Landen Phip Agular [Ged)
Fait J ks

&l Anish Gaomge

Py Warghess Cadl
Jeszy Philp

Ugka Eama Thomas
&meya Ehraamide)
[iva hrahamer, &)
Mardam Jadn

Tarammma Jolm
Fathew T Mathaw
Ssamma Chaso
Anmamma Jon

George By

Jewal fagtarian

Marcy Enoy

Mesthl Prazsd (Kockamma)
Actamma Jacoh
Leglamma Chacko
Spmmma Yarugheee
Sovomma Abesham
Ssramma Kathew
Joenna Eacharish|Gr 1)
.G, Tackarsh

Alna Thomas (G 6
Acho Barthodh

Bzaa Thomas

Féind Abrabem
Makran i ThomasiGr 17)
it K Themas

Miva 1t Thomas] Gr &)
Marcy Regl Philp
Ansammn Aaham
Chinnamia ¥ Thoras
K.l dacob

Bergmgion MTC.PA
Stlama MTG, JE.TH
Battimors MTE. RO
Gammel MTG. Bosten
Comed MTC, Bozton
Ceemel MTE Bogtan
Garmed MTE: Boston
Detriat MTC, B
Dok BTG, AN
Detrok MTC, M
Ehanezer MTC | NY
Eharagar M1, WY
Epipkamy MTE, KY
Epiplany MTLE, k'
Epiptany MTC, WY
Epipbany MTC, by
PATC, Haustan
PATC, Hauetan
PATE, Hausten
PATC, Haughan
Jerugakam MTE, 6T
Long Bsland WTC, WY
Lng slend WTC, NY
Long fslamd WTE WY
Long kland WTE, WY
MTE Daths A

HTE Dhlshoma

HTC Oklahama
ST, Gamklon, TR
MTCD, Carrcllon, TX
MTCD, Camolton, TH
MTCR Carrcliton, TH
MTCD. Camciton, T
TG, Camobton, TR
MTCD Carrolton, TX

Morth Carakina KT, NG

{Priladeiphia S1TC, P
Frilad efphisa KT, PR
Prdledeiphia MTL, Fa

56,

T
i,
T
7.
7h,
IT.
T,

Kimgarmma Jeeab
Sangaetha & Thomas|Gr 6)
Boney Thomas

Sapman Mimees
Tharame! Mexander
Santra Varghaes
Alemmma Maikai
Heng Oznigl
Lizsha A Werghaseian S
Cammma Koghy
Sharly Thomas
Mariamma K John
Saramims Varkey
Melamma Ninan
Mizynm Mahews

[ie Pratin Marus Philip
Lita Thomas Philfp
Arnare Vaughees
Amamra P odobn

Ealy Saoige
Soeamrama Yamhess
dlice Thomas
Craashon Vaghease (Mijul
Fhiin Wathew
Cracha Jchn

El=y Philip

Ormana Aajs

Feaqgi ilath e
Sarmmma Fajar

Lily M Varpham
Ehawm Vaghess
Thomas Vanghess
Achamra Chacko
Gracy P Yatakannel
Jazay Haban
Fungammak Thomas
Lubs Kathaw [Gr &
saramma Jesla

T Patnew

Fhiitadelphia MTC. FY
Fhitadslphin MTC, FA
Fhizadelphia MTC, P4
Fhiladslphia MTEG, Y
Fhiladedphia BATC, PA
Phoents MTC, &2
Randcipgh MTG, 1L
Sakern MTE, NY
fakm MTE WY
Zalam MTL, NY
Salem MTE NY
Zahion MTE Daflas
Sahion M1, Dafas
L Jpmas MTG WY

EE Jobe's T, MY
Ak Litka KTTE. Flarlda
L Lulas MTC, Fhrida
L Pater's R1TC, AL
i Palers NTG, W
EL Palors BITC, WL
At Palers K1TG, KU
StJemas MO WY
St.dohnts MTG B

. dobnts MTG M
Elaten |&arnd MTC, &Y
Staten |etand MTC. KY
Staten |sland MTL., Ky
Staten |eland MTE, KY
Saten |alaod MTE, B
Trinity MTC Houden
Trtnity MTC Hougtom
Trinity MTC Houster
Tty MET L, Hodeton
Trfnity BTG, Houston
Trinlty MTC., Houzken
Titnlty MTG. Houston
Trinity BT, Houshon
Tty T L, Hodston
Trinity BTG, Houpton
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BIBLE CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Bible Crossword Puzzle as in NIV: Jeremiah 33-42
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Deadline for Answers : August 25, 2022

Please send by email only Email Id; varampath23@msn.com
Phane via Whatapp/Message : 078-030-1578(C)
Ditaits 1o Includa: Name, Church, State; Grade il chiloen
Prapared by : Philp Manwal & Laila Anie Philip, Carmel M.T.C., Boston MA
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Our mission at Thomsons Travel is to prov lde E:ﬁ.u:llenl
customer service and competitive fares on all your travel needs.

Call us today to receive the best in value and service!

Visit Uls:
216-03 Jamaica Avenue FOR EMERGENCY:

Queens Village, NY 11428 | A’L/
- C L 5%16- 655 3215

Call Us, A, v
/38990800 OR 516-26’5]491 9
sales@thomsonstravel.cam thormsors —

E —?l/l'a i Us:
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Professional, Personal,
Full-service Accounting
& Tax Consulting

If you are looking lor a firm that will focus on your
individual needs, and always treat you hke a dient who
matters, look no further, Our firm is large enough to offer
a full range of professional services, but small enough fo
give you the individual attention that you deserve.

B Tax Preparation Services

B Sales Tax & Payroll Tax Services
; ; : Wa sarve
I Formation of Business Entities = inclividuile

a Corporations

I FBAR & FATCA Compliance Reporting
and Filings

s Partnerships
= Limited Liability Companies

== IRS & State Audit Representation » Non-profit Organizations

SHEL\FIH 5#” EA, r-'SITarat o) :ﬂlE : ‘-‘i SHMU HH. EA, I:15 [ Taoation) -

L 516 -&E-!q 5141 i ! ' » \.?15 Eu? &07
B shelvinsam, ea@gmail com aF ! W shajusam, ea@gmail com

PROFESSIONAL
ACCOUNTING & TAX CONSULTING, INC.,

9247-05 Union Turnpike, Bellerose, NY 11424
& 718 347 0608 / 815 301 2757 B profaccountingandtax.com

i | by 2022 &




Biocese of Morth America & UK
2920 Merrick Ave
Merrck, MY - 11566

Man - Profit Orgamzation
L5 Postage Pald Merrick, NY
Permit Mo 138

ERIC comfort SHOES since 1942

One of the leading online shoe company in the USA

All Major Brands - Save Upto 40%

Medium-Wide-Ex Wide Sizes 4-16
Free Shipping | 1(800) 681-7463 | or Please Visit:

WWW ERICSHOES.COM

WHOLESALE / RETAIL f MANUFACTURING

Flrsier SAS

. TOUR MESH

4-12 M-W- !W B-0-2E-3E-6E 6-16

mwmw
EMBARK

5-18 M-W-XW-XXW _
FOR MEN,/WOMEN 6-16 D-3E-5E Comfort Minded

FREE SHIPPING abovesto0 Fashion Focused

LIFE IS A JOURNEY, WEAR COMFORTABLE SHOES
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