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. Mar Thomo Messenger | ooy pLany,

THE METROPOLITAN

%IT Beloved in the Lo,

Greetngs of Iove to al in the name o Jesus Chnst

| praise God being able o conduct the Sabha Pradhinidhi
Mandalam for the 2015-2020 and 2020-2021 ferm
periods through zoom meetings between Oclober 13 and
15, 2021 God, Through His amaging gace, blessad and
enabled us lo conduct the meetings withou! obsizcies,
and with mom Man 1400 Mandalam egEesenlalives
participating. The meslings wera Signiticant becausa ol the
partnersiip and conperation of more peope, il was really
a difficult task to peowide oppartunities 1o afl who wanied
fo speak. We deploved elecironic media lor conducting
e Mandalam mestings to avoid a constifutienal crisis, fn
addition, the elections for the new oflice baanars and the
clengy sedection commitiee hed fe be conducted, Thanks
i the peayers. counseling. hard work, &nd coopesation
of many people; the meetings were sucoassiul, Lel me
convey my deepest gratiade 1o all

| rermember with sincere thanks e unique Senaces
randered by Rew. K. G. Joséph, the Sabha Sacrefary,
Rev, Thomas . Aleandet, ihe Glermy Trusles, M PP
Achenlamju, the Lay Triskes and Treasurer, fthe Sabha
Councll Members, and the Clergy Selection Committes
fizz he fast four years and express my deepest gralilude
fo those dear ongs, whao salflassly performad 1he minlstry
of the Church mesninghally during a vary eventiul period

| wish the very best fo the newly elecied Difice Bearers,

Rev. C. V. Simon, the Sabha Seceelary, Aev. Moncey K.
Fhilip, the Clergy Trustee, M, Rajan Jacob, fe Lay Trusles
and Treasurar, and the members of the Sabha Councif, and
the Clergy Selection Commitice.,

Though we recognize oursaives as a pilgrim community, i
5 vital for us to identify our systemalic point of rfarenee,
These systemnatic pointz of relerence musl pava the way For
craalive changes in social inferactions and the wilngssing
in the Church. Yet, we cannol evade and must not deviale
fram our podnt of mEerence. When we remembes the lives of
freal leaders wha contribuied abundantly to the Chureh, il
b5 our duty to strive and comgpbete thalr magnificent visions.
i has been a year since the passing of fhe biessed Or,
Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolilan, The first memarial lesiurs
in memary of Joseph Mar Thoma was held on Senday,
Octobar 17, 2021, Or, Cyriae Thomas, a ¢losa fiend of the
Medropolitan, and a former Vice-chancellor of the Bzhalhma
Gandhi University, Koltayam, dafiverad the main leciure. Or,
Thomas characterized Joseph Mar Thoma as a blessing o
the world by God

His Grace Baselios Mar Thorma Mathews 1l was consacrated
a5 the new Catholicos of the Malankara Qrihodox Church,
HEs Giace & 4 person who gives priorily 1o paace and unity
among Churches. His Giace Dr. Buvakim Mar Codrilos
suffragan Mefropolitan represented the Mar Thoma Church
al the consecration ceremony and the felicitafion mesding
held on Getober 15 at Farumala. We aranped a friendly
tellowship galmering o honor the new Catholicos af the
Thirenzlla Poolatheen on Ochober 29, 2021, Our bishops
and bishops from other sisier Churches in and aroand
Thiruvalla parbcipatad in this pleasant gathering to tlicitate
the Catholicos. | convey the best wishes of the Malankara
hdar Thomaz Church 1o the new Catholicos.

Religious jundamentalism and exiremism have become
predommant now, leading the sociely inlo dangerous
sivalbons, Every citieen must recognize such frends as
wiong and perilous in a ploalistic society, What (he
Karmnataka Siate Govemmen! has been doing curmenty
theaugh suveys af Christan Churches and mission flelds in
the pretext of gathering information about forced conversions
i5a loming threat aver us. India’s great strength liss in s
dweessity, Aecagnizing this fristh, every Indian mst labar
hard for & new India that encourages Inclusive and diversa
allires wilh tolerance and patlence,

We chservad Movamber 14 as the Festival of Unity of tha
Gommunion of Churches In India, Thres denominations,
namely CS1, GNI, and the Mar Thoma Church, represent
the Communion of Churches in india, The objective of
the Communion of Churches was he hamonization of
responses fo fopics on jushice and peace. We need 1o

continue our axplaralions that are belitting bo B fimes, and
reachh e goal of canying -cul the missien mandaied by e
Lord for sering ofhers.

Feminding us of a society without |#8s and deceits, Onam,
Karala's testival of joy and happiness, arrived and passed.
Onam glves us the messaga of equalily among all parsons.
Whien we feliect on the memodes of such a glorous idaa, |
wish that we focus on the thousands of inamployed peopls
In Kerala, theé helpless reluming migrants from Fomign
countries, and the quest workers wha lost their jpos owing
Io the COVID pandamic.

Tha Taliban regained conlrgd of Algleanisian again. This
militant group hal believes in Islamic kmdamentalism has
now entered the aena wearing the mask of nationalism,
Peaple, especaltly women, who had bitter expeniences of
Ihe Taliban nule in Alghanislan some years ago, wers guika
warrigd about fair rekurm o powar. IFis now known fhat ths
Taliban povernment will curtall he reedom ol somen and
ban qirls fram atiending schools and colleges. This news
i very disheartening and discomforting. Let us pray for the
dfghzn peopie, wio ae experienting 1he decadence of tha
new administration’s dangercus mixing of extremes religious
fanaticism and nalkoralism in the mast ruthless manner

It & arnatter of grave concern that e mefiaranca fa the tarm,
“narcotic Jiad," recently led to acrimonious detates in
Kerala. This i5 a good example that reminds us to use words
wilh great caulion. Mixing fondamentalists, communalists,
lerrorists, and revnalists i he name af ralighon 15 absend
and dangarous. Il may ba necessary for eligions leadars
to educate Rily dgainst the forees of vested and selfish
interests. Al of us arg responable for sustalning peace and
friendships in [he society. Ghestian gospel |s the message
af lowa, nod of hate, Our words must help to defest hostiey,
hatred. and division dwring these tiving Limes, when
sacularism fAces many sanous chailengas

In thewehinas on the topic, "Sres Narayana Gurn: Imagination
and vision," conducied onder fhe sspices of Thunjath
Ezhwlhachan Malayalam Univessity, Malappuram, | defivered
the keynole address. Sree Marayana Gurg was o gresl
spirizl leader who gueded Ihe enbre Kerala sockely. HIs
[houghts, words, and messanes, ae mome relevant now,
nrven the raging confroversies on religious conversinns,

The intemahonal Day of the Girl Child {or The Intemational
Girls Day) was observed on October 11% all over the warkd,
Tha most serious challenpe we face foday is gender
discriminafion, beginning with felicide. We must opposs
this evil vehemently, and skand firm based on - spiriezl
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considerations, (n Kerada, with the highest ilesacy in India,
women are being allacked and harassed reguiary. However,
There has been some good naws racently.  The Indian
Supreme Courl has nied fhat women can &so compete in
admission tests for the National Defense Academy, Pine,

From August & throogh 17, | visited the Delhl Diotase. My
visit covered the schools in Gariabad, Palmgarh, Korba.
Dekhi, Bharadpur, Jasinghnagar, and Beohari, Oharma Jyodi
Vidya Peeth Seminary, Faridabad, and the Sihom Ashram in
Madtyi Pradesh, Our schoals in North Indsa have become
beacons of hope formany children. They get good educatian.
The services rendered by e members and piests of he
Sihora Ashram are pralseworthy. We need young men and
women from Kemla ko beach in these schools, This year, we
have more siudenis fmm ihe mission figlds al the Fasow
Mar Timothans Bibke Institue, which funclions under the
Sinora Ashram, Let us pray Tor all owr mission fishds.

The Teachers Day was observed oo September 5, 2021
We praise God for the unigue services of ieachers. The
mle of teachers in shapong the gendrations 15 Important.
Many of o students need phones, computers, and intemet
Taciiities. The Church also must extend a halping hand o
meet thelr neads,

World Health Orpanization has 5et aside September 10™ as
The World Svicide Frevention Day (WsPLY). The founding
day of the Chorch of South India was celebraled on
Seplamber 27™. et us remember the Church inour prayers.
il= leadership, and heir minisires.

Towards the end of Oclober, car Church enlesed a naw
Liurgieal Yaar The Lifgical Year is the amangemeant made
by Ihe Church fo unravel God’s plan of salvafion through
Jesus Chrisl. equipping everyona lo experienca Christ and
lo joumey with Chiist throwgh worship. Lt us pray ihal he
new Liegical Year becomes the source of great spiriiual

undersfanding fv gach one of us. uniting ourselves with
Jasiis,

His Grace Jacoo Mar Barnabas Metmpolitan of Gurgaon-
Defhi Diocese of the Symo-Makankara Catholic Chorch
passad away, His nalive place was Ranni. His Grace was
vary pious and provided leadarship for fie upliiing of the
pood and halpless. Rav. Dr, M.V, Abeaham, formmer principal of
fhe Mar Thoma Seminary and a reputed theologian, was called
1o the presenca ol the Lord, Rav. T.C. Geomge, one of he senior
priesis of our Church, was called o the eternal abode, Aev T,
A, Jahn, anoiher senior priest wes called to be with the Lord,
Lel us praise God for the sacifical senices of these Achens.

Let me eprass my deepest contolences for Be demises of
ihese daar ones.

& |EMer Thome Messenger | Joruany 2022

To suppart the tamily of the Bte Rev. Anup Mathew, we wishead
ke collect money Fom weli-vishers. We coney oun [hanks amd
lve for the cooperation and support Roeived om various
dinceses, especially Mumbai Diocese, and Moih America
and Europe Diocese of the Mar Thoma Church. Mrs. Blessy
Mathew, Anup Achen's wife. through e arrangement made by
fhe Mar Thoma Chich, enfered the senvice as a teacher at he
Salna School in Madhya Pradesh. She now lives in the school
campus along with her two childaen,

Te Chureh observed Septernber 57 & The  Fducation
Sunday” The subject of meditslion was, tlesus, the great
Teacher™ The Pessower Supper wilnessed Jesus washing
the tet of his discipbes. Ho transtormed the kacherdisciple
refationshap and b5 concepls. Jesus became fhe greakest
feacher by sharimg new visions, perspeclives, and Meskyle. Owr
afucalional eforts must reconcile wilh o Loid™s madel al
emphasizes jushice and reciprocity. We celebrated September
127 as Seaila Sangham Sunday, he topic of our meditation
being. “Worran: Parlicipan in the Diving Sahific Plan of God.”
Jesis appeeciated the woman wha showed her reverenice and
love for Him by powring the precious pedume i e alabasler
jar on Him. Some of those presend there showed displeasue.
Our pressant-day world which has an anti-woman stnca should
be: cleansed, The calling of Sevika Sangham s nothing other
tham this. We obsanved Saplemnber 19 as the "Semior Citizen
Sunday” Our meditaiion fopic was, "Gray Head, e Crown
of Glory.” Jesus, a5 a finy taby was brought o the Jensakem
Tempde by His parerts in b presenied 1o the Lord. Simeon,
and Anna, two old, saingy persons optimistically waiing there
1o see e Messiah, are eamples of the blessad old age. On
the Sunday of Saptember 26, we meditatzd on the fopic, "Haly
Curbana: Sacrament of Thanksgiving ™ Holy Commimion is a
celebration, M & the Sacramant of Sacramanis. It 5 the victony
over sin Like Jasus, we are oxpactad o ba biokien and given for
fhis woeld. Ondy then the Holy Commamion becomes tha real
Thanksiving.

The Church observed the first Sunday of October as Yoluntay
Eangehsts Day, A& we medidated on the heme of “Evangslists,
the Carriers of the Gospel,” sach bellever s called o be an
avangelisl. Heshe s clallenged o ke up hal geal ad
gparious fask. The Gospel 15 Good Mews. Letus share 1ha Good
ews throuh aur words and lives, The theme far our reflection
on October 10, the sacand Sunday, was, “Chrishian approach bo
1he Litferentty Abled." The then Jewlsh camimunity slamped the
phvsically challengad as imperfect hurmans. Jesus menciully
accapled such persons and healed them. We must develop
fhis Jesus-aliitude in our lile. The Clwanch must fransiorm inbo
a socialy filed with empathy, We colebrated October 177 as
Yaulh Sunday, the theme being, “Youlh, ssanch far a meanmaghl
fife.” Youthhood 5 a period of severd fypes of inquisiive
anploraiions. Te young man wio Comeas near JEsus in seardh

of stemal lile 2 one who ahways obeyed e laws and stahibes,
However, wha Jesus needs 15 a paison's desp commifment
and submission beloe God, The Church oosemed the fourth
Sunday of Octaber as Chrishian Family Dedication Sunday, Our
prayers wem centered on the thema, “Family: Replica of the
Kingdom of God,” A Chrislian family is a gathering of thoss
who saarch fo know the wili of God. | is there thai @ Chrislian
family becomes a replica of e kingdom of God, The thoughl
for the last Sunday ol Ocipber was, “The Sanchilicalion of the
Charch.” ASer his roval enlry in Jerusaem, Jesus comes to
the: Termple. He purifies the Temple by driving away the traders
and other money-grubbers from the Holy Temple. He paves
the way for the low and the mangunalized fo have a place thara.
The Sifude of Jesus was aimed ai the remawal of 2 weong and
authoritarian Systemn fat axisted for cenburles. Tha Charch also
must be purified by the Holy Spirt. Onty then will the Ghurch
become e House of God. By submiiling oursalves foe this
cleansing, the will of God, through e Church, gets fufilied,

The first Sundsy of November was observed as Higdos Eelho
wiich indicales e renewal of B Thundy in Me Chunch Year.
We als celzbrated World Sumday Schonl Day. Our meditation
centered on the tople, “Children, the inheritors of the Kingdom of
God. " Jesus with abundant ove and Kndnass to them, advises
the adulls 1o Fve the He wilth e innocence of dhildren. On the
sacond Sunday, we pravarfully raflactad on the Annunciation
to Zachariah. This is an answar to e hopes and aspirations of
the Jewish people. They were gelfing a golden opporiundy o
turm 1o Goad. with the Birh of Jobn he: Baplist. ©Anmunciation
to Vingin Mary™ was the fopic of our meditation on he thind

Sunday of November, God chooses Mary, an innocant vidaps
malden, o be he bearer of the birlh of he Messiah who was
Excitedly and anwicusdy anticipated Dy the Jewish communsty,
It i5 wondetul to observe thal through Mary, an orEnary
women, peours the restoration of David’s thione. Mary iz the
embodiment of compiete sumender to fe will of God. The [ast
Stnday of November saw fhe befieving community meditating
the fopic namety, “Visitation of Yirgin Mary 1o Elizabeth—
sharing e Good Maws." The resplendent momants of kith,
lve, and hope am celebeled whan Mary and Elizbedh maet.
One's calfing need notbe limited io individual expenencas. Tha
aublime and blisstl callings must be shaed and celebnabed,
We ame not alone these, God's diving presence complelely
awelopes he almosphere. The dwving baby witin Masy's
warni £5 filked with godby happiness. Il was in this contaxd 1hal
Mary and Elizabeth mesl. Just like that our coming topefher,
toa, mus! be, self-mafvaled and based onreal calling, For s,
It us offer oursalves in the mighty hands of God

The grace of our Lord and Savor be with you all.

"1

Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan.

(Transialed Dy Prof. Elias Atwaham, Baltimore Mar Thoma
Church, from e Seplembe-Oclobe-Moember 2027 iS5u8s
of Sabiba Tharaka)
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. Mar Thome Messenger | faruoxy A

DIOCESAN EPISCOPA

%wnmuwn i Chrlst

Gresbngs ko all in e name of Jests Chrish

The: caram of the Kew Year brings new hope fo humanity, The
threat of e deadhy vins - though 8 haunted us for a fonglime
- 15 1o some axdent fackled and brought undsr control with
tho avadlabildy of vacanes and nacessary medicings. Lef us
thank God for the divine providencs and e wisdom shared
with he medical prolessionals and sciendstz Whih we
|egmed new lessons af Lndersal love as well as need for
co-ogeraion beyond borders, we need fo develop avenues of
keepdng right relationships and renewed wisions for the fullre
of hursanity relving on e prasence of Jesus Cheist and he
power of the Hoty Spirit,

This Messenger issue fotusas on love of Christ ihat milss
hurmanity, basaed oo e heme of he ned assembly of he
Warld Councll of Churches thal will tke place in Kartsmbe,
Germany from August 31 1o Septamber 8 2022, The Tieme
of e assambly & "Chrisl's Love Moves the Warld to
Reconcilation and Unity.™ This ieme Iooks like 2 siziement;
howevar, i poclims a common accopted tnith. The
concems often raised by many ae aboul the confradictions
wie 568 in 3 divided church. How o realiza the way and mole
Godl Takes in s [ Wil aie Be sigs of God's deaing n
the &&airs ol the workd? Also, how I0 manage the oisis and
challenges that humanity laces. the disparities in sociely and
ecotoghcal concems He climate change?

W need bo understand that il integetes communitics. Wien
we pray, thy kngdom Gome, we pie-suppose God's divine
prasence and guidance, And this diving presencs is manifested
Ehrowunh the love ihal Jesus Christ shared in the workd, In.Johin's
gospel 1 is made clear firough the words, “For God 20 oved
the world that he gave his onfy Son, so thal evenyons who
bedlgves in hirn may nol perish bul may have etemal lile” (n,
216}, This Iove 15 seen a5 the closensss of i believer io God
& well 35 1o one anather, It also nesds o be indersiood that
the: maors one becames distenced from God the moes distanced
they are fo thelr nesghborn, The hitlical assertian of fife on aarth
is moted in the undy of humanily which experiences he love of
God, As mentioned, “Bedoved, le us lowe one another, becaus:
bove I froem God: evenyone whi loves is bom of God and knows
God" (1.Jn.4.7), Therstor, “love e ancther as Chris! oved,”
becomes a Chrisfian resporss fo God's act o keep peace and
harmory among homanity, While we sy, "God & love,” we
assume fhal withoul love one cannol know God fully. This lowe
that we: seein Cheisd i participation in the mysteny of God, and
a5 Christ's sacrificlal love on he cross for saving the imean
race. The words of Jesus Christ in Luke's Gospel “sve your
enemies,” and "be merciful as the faher is mesciful,” ae
radical msporses Beough the acl of Iove. He adds fhat by
boving "Your resvard will be greal, and yvou will be children of the
Most High' (Luke. 6. 35, and “everyane will know thal you ane
my disciples” iahn 13:35)

Christ's love 1 tha foundaton of Chiristan mession. Tha ¢all t
witness Cheist implies the Inseparable redation of e belisver to
Chirist, In fodey's world the question that comes fo our mind is,
has Chrstiznity become counter fstimony to e love of God
revealed in Chiist, Often this has bean poinged as e &ilue of
the church m it witness in e world a5 well & in sharing the
bovier Tt Chist has givan to us. Lat tha love of Chitst mothvaie

the believers to love ane ancthier and 1o live inuniy in the midst
0f diverse wavs of living.

Wi ame happy thal the Dipcasan family conlerence af Mlanla
in October and Yvajana Sakhyam Goaferencs @ Houston
in Nowamber wenl on well and wese well-alsnded. 1 was a
refreshing expezience io 3l participants, especally at fis fima
af the pandemic to gather for prayer and fellowship. Fapprecizia
fie conference commities in Allanta for managing the: family
confarence with uimast carm, and e Yisaiana Sasdam of
Heseston invmanuel parish Tor Beir committed sendcs inhosting
the conference. We [ook fonward Bo ihe conlinued prayer and
participaion of all our mambers 0 Digsssan activities. Tha
Diacasan leadership comterence of the youfh fellowship will bs
hetchal Mew Jersey Irom Jangary 610 9, 2022, and hosted by the
Radaermner Mar Thama Churd | hopa © will be an oocasion ko
our youths o participate and gel eguepped 1o lead e chizch.

| am gl&l o see hai e [isiEoks on mission asd Gk s
Inaugurated a1 Allntz Carmel Cenlar, a5 per [he decsion of
the Diocesan Assembly, and the first course on "Gospel and
Cuture" will start fom February 2022 | thank God far enaliling
15 1o s our new Tacility af Allanta for theolngecal learning. [ am
sure it will go & long way In imparting theclogical knowledga
and spirfual nuoriuring o owr clergy and iy, especilly our
fubre generations in Nodh America. Let us pray that God may
continue o use us i be good instnumants in e expansion ol
e kincpciomm o God, Sroogh our camimifted schions.

With lowve and prayers,
Sincesely,

s

At Aev. Dr. Izaac Mar Philoxenos

The Diocese of North America & Europe
wishes you a
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Parents

Farents o W K. Varkey & Late. Kunjamma
Kocki Penayapally Paayi

Date of Bith @ 16 March 1955

Deacon ;37 Jung 1986

Kassiss s 30 July 1986

Ramban 1 0T My 2011

Episcapa 13 Augast 2077

. Late Dr. K.J. Chacke & Lata Simoni Chacko

Azhtamudi Kirkaldachakkalayil

- 19 Febosary 1949
C M une 1972

© .24 Febnuary 1973
¢ 4 Movember 1983
: 8 Dacembar 1989
12 uly 20ED

14 Moavembear 2020

Kalayil Kenmam Poskayl, Thamparmon Modh

Date of Birth - 25 Febnsary 1953

Deazon 2 X April 1978
Kzmsizes @ X2 My 1978
Ramban : 07 Mey 2011

Episcopa @ 13 August 2011

Laie Mr. K.E. Mathew & Late Wrs. Kunjamma Maihai

J

Dr. Cherian Samuel
Associale Editor

- EDlTORIAL

A" Jlessed New Year Grestings to Alll

A5 we walcome 2022, we [hank e Lord Almighty For
His pondness and mersies in o fives during 2027, Like
the Psalmisl, we thank the LORD for His lavingkindness
and faithfuiness every day (Psaim 92 2). The year 2021
was eventhul and memorable by all measures. The global
aconamy showed Signs of recovery and @bound fom the
GOVID-19 pandemic — albeit uneven acmss couniriss —
following the successiul rallout of vaccines. We experienced
the refurn 1o near-nommal parish Church life, with the
resumpdion of in-person Sunday worship serdcas. Tha 33id
Mar Thome Diocesan Family conference (Theme: “Living
in Chrisl, Leaping in Faith™) was a remaable success in
bringing famiies fogether and mnewing re@tionships.
Charing 2027, oue Nar Thoma Church Ieadership was glso
tortified, fodlowing the elevation of Coorilas Thinemen! and
Barnabas Thinimeni as Suffragan Melropolidans fo suppord
the Metropalitan, The Mozt Bav. [ Theodosius Mar Thoma.

The thems of Messenger for January 2022, "Chrisl’s Love
that Unites”, isbased onthe 2022 World Council of Churchas
(W) Assambly theme, “Christ's Love Moves the World lo
Reconciliation and Unity™, The Assembly theme is 58l fo
provide a Tamework Tor member churches 10 renew Heir
common call 1o; (i seek i communion (kainonia) ihat is
God's gt and pomisa; (1) shape helr service (dakonk)
o the peopbe of he workd and to: creafion: (i) commil
thamselas to God's mission of love to e world (missio
Caly; and §v) give words 1o el common prayer for gach
ofher and far the whiole warld {leiturg@). In the shadaw of
the COMVID-10 axperience, the WEC galhering in Karlsiuhe,
Germarny, is expected to hold a light of hope and celebrate
the love of God, a lova that mavas paaple to raconciliztion
and unity.

Reconcilabion and Lnity & closaly related frama Christian
perspeclive, in a symbiofic relationship. God's redemplive
plan of salvalion thiough Jesus Cheist has provided he

basis for Reconcilialion Datween God and humanity.
Likewise, the Umity in the Godhead babween God the Father
and God the Son presents a pattarn for Undty of the Church,
modeled, and manitesied in the |ife of sarly Chaistians, Tha
Foundation for both Recanciliation and Unity may be drawn
from Jesus's command 1o His disciples during the Lpger
ropm discourss (John 13-17) to love each ofher, just as
Jasis loved them (Johin 15:12).

Feconciliation between Holy God and sinfel hamanily
Miough Jesus Chiisl is Ihe “Gospal” messags, Eha
foundational tenet of Christianity, As Apastie Faul wog
[o the Corinthian believers, God has reconciled humanity
to Himself through Jesus Ghest (2 Corinthians 5 18-19]
Jasus bore the guilt and punishment fog the sin of humanity
on e cross, Marsly impuling righisousnass 1o believers,
Aposte Faul stresses the imporance of Chrisi's death in
saveral passages: Christ died for the engodty (Romans 5:61;
Christ died lor us, while we were still sinners (Romans 581,
Chrlsl was delivarad up for our trespasses and raised fos oor
justification (Fomans 4:25); we have redemplion (hrough
the blood of Christ. the forgiveness of sins (Ephesians 1:71.
As deliberated in the Gospels, reconciliabion was the vary
purpise of Jesus — God in man flesh — coming go earth;
to seek and save e lost (Luke 19:10); to save people from
sin (Mathew 1-21)

An important cutcoma of God's acl of reconclliation with
sinners is the Ministry of Reconcilidion (2 Corinthians
5:18), mandated to all balievers as Christ's ambassadors
(2 Corinthians 5:20), imploring humanity, "&e recanciled
to God (# Corinthians 5:21)". Jesus himself gave the Great
Commission 1o His disciples and All believers 1o maka
disciples of all nalions, preaching the gospel, bagtizing, and
teaching (Mathew 28: 18-20; Mark 16: 15-16). Likewise,
the “Lighied ko Lighlen™ kg o our Mar Thoma Church
reprasents s mission to spraad e gospel messapa of
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Jasus Ghrisl, with etvany member and balisver of tha Chuich
frven the- light to enlighten othess.

In Hig high priestly praver, Jesus desiras for 211 His folkywars
fo ba n corplete uniy, just a5 Ha and the Father are in
perfact unity [John 17:21]. Jesus [ught that when balievers
ang united-and abide o God, the world will know that God
|oves tham and thal He send Jaaus for Sham (dohn 17230
Jasis shanad the same trolh with Mioodemus by stating that
aod 5o lovad the world thal he gave His only begotten son;
1hat whoever belisves in Him ahall kave &lsrmal fife {John
3:18).

Jasus” high priestty prayer far unity becama a rgality in he
life-of the-sarly Church. The early Chiisfians were gafhered
incane place; they shared Iheir passessions 2md werd-of one
heart and soul (Acts 2:44), When faced with challenges,
ihe Holy Spinit enabled the belieyvers fo find selufiors that
miaintained the unity in tha Early Church (Acis 15:6-35)

In his epistles, Apostie Pagl wlers o helievers as ~one bady
in Cheist,” franscending varleties of giftedness (Ramans
12:5-8 1 Corindhians 12:13, 1 Corindhians 12:27-20) and
people grougps. [ Galatians 3:28). Paul-showed thal ihe Unily

2
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of The Chasch refiects the: Unity of the Godhsad: one God (1
Corinthians 12:6], oss Lo (Ephesans 4:5%, and ong Spiril
(1 Corinthians 12:1717, Apostle Faul has also calalogusd e
kEay alaments of Christian Unity 2s; Christss Lod (Ephesians
4:13); =ense of mission (Philippans 2:2%; concermn for one
anpther (1 Corinkhians 12: 25), suffering for Jesus' sake
(Philippians 1; 23-200

JERLS AINQular Command 1o HES [DIWErS D ove each oiher
marked out Lowve as e defining atiribute of Christianity, also
impdang mat 1115 only Chist's Love thal mias, Aposlie
Faul expanded on the \ove theme In Bes first apiste 1o he
Caorinthians, delineating Love a3 the greatest qift, better than
faith and kope (1 Corinihians 13 12}, The uniting nature of
Christ's Iove iz pivaial al this ime when the Chuch of Chrisl
i5 increasingly 1acing divisive foices within

May the Lord Almighty suskain us &1 im 2F2E May He |sad
Us 1o liwes that are aburdant and peziseworthy, For His
geory. &nd our good

Or. Cheran Samuel
Assockata Edibor

[ he Mar Thoma Messenger

Editorial Board and Managing Committee

wishes vou a I:'rc-wp»;-mu-. MNew Year!

that Unites and
Reconciles the World

“For God 5o foved e world thal he gave his only son,
that whioever believes i e should not perish bt have
everlasting lite.” (John 3: 16)

S =

4

#__# hose wio are In Christ (ning oul of His love which is
Warking on us, ars callad o do His work in s world and o
be a f@ihful community or an eschatologizal communiy. In
his aftar 1o ihe Corinthians, Paul descrbes the necessity of
baing transtormad and baing a new crealion. God brngs he
new craaticn into existence by sending his Son o this world
to fransionm of recorcile f. In Chiist, God was reconolling
the waorld 1o Himsai, 50 a5 iolfowers of Cheist, we are {he
anents bringing about that ranstermation and racanc | &&ton.

Biblical and Theological Foundations of
Reconciliation and Transformation

In the: midst of profound division and Grokenness, kve and
peace In the rsen Christ will reconcile humanily to God,
to one anofher. and e rest of creation. Racongilation is
the sign of God's pesencs in this wordd, As a community
af the Kingdom aof God. the church's ministry fiows from a
call by being a reeanciled commingy, Ghrist praved for he
visible enity of the churche *1 pray that 21 of them may be
one, Father, justas you are in me and | am inyoo, hay They
alse be n us 5o that e world may believe that you have
sant me” {dohnt7: 1) Church's ministry should also b
profoundly shaped by the buth that Jesus 5 fully human and
fully diving. Az a historical persan, Jesus faced separation,

AT

Rev. Sunil Chacko
WicEr, S Miathaw s WG, Tornta

refusal, and rejection. Al e same fime, He Iransiormed
the boundaries of separation. “For he &5 our peace who has
made 1he two one, and has broken down the mickdle wall of
partition between us” (Ephesians 2;14)

e must heed scriptural exriation that “our stnaggle 15
nol against Mesh and Bood.” "0 S cucial 10 recogniza an
unseen heavenly dimension o he quest for reconsilidiion
in the world” {Lausanne Qcecasional Paper). This can bs
altained thiough a deeply praverful, meddtalive e and
discernment, Paul wrots that Jesus Christ 15 nol simgly a
Galilean teacher buf a person of greal compassion and love
in whom “the whole: fullness of e deity dwalls bodily™”
Col 2%, Oul of compassian &nd fove Tor us and the whals
creation. God became flesh, asstmed all the SUNeTNgS
and massion of humankind and of the whole created onder
lo hezl us, restore us, save us and ecancile us wilh God.
Cur faith proclaims thal “God i5 lova™ (1 John 4:36) and
thet in Jesus Christ, this very love of God is revealed bo tha
warld, The world needs this love of God for fransfomation
and reconcllfation

The Church is the Agent of Reconciliztion

The Church is the agent to bring reconcil@tion o all
spheras of the twman wodd. &5 members of fhe chirch,
wa are e omnlsters ol reconcdlabion inoour day-to-day
life, Reconciliation includes recoaciliaton between people,
recanciliafion with mabore, and reconciliation with God. In
tha OId Testarmant, wa can sae the raconciling acl of God as
explained in the Juhiles wear. Recoaciling wilh your beathser
recanciling with the land, and reconciling with God are tha
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key elements of Jubiles yeas. In the Gaspal of Lukes 4:18 &
14, JEsus in His Nazareth Manitesio 5ays, =6 fas sent ms
bo pracizim the Fesedom for the prisoness and moovery of ihe
sight of the Blind to release he eppessed o procaim he
yar of Lond's Bvaur.” Jesus Delfitled e Lard™s yaas thiowgh
His ministry and church as e agent of rseonciliation ho
contie mis ministry. Our world 15 4 ragmented world o
many reasons. Poverty, gendel inegualily, cimats changs,
anid racal discnimination are some of the challenges that
Wa are lacmg today. [he love of Chrsl demands thal we
reconcile e world whers heare ae wounds and pain
thraugh our mission Inflatives, Paul savs, “All this 1s from
God wha reconciled us o himsal firough Christ and favs
15 the ministry of reconciliation; that God was recoenciling
to the worid o himsalf in Chrlst not counting man's sin
agains! them, And he has committed us 1o the messans
of reconciligtion” {2 Corinthians 5: 18, 19). 5o, tha love of
Gad in Cheist & the source of reeontiliation

The Church is the Agent of Transformation

The Churshiz the bady of Christ and a called-out community
b enliven Chiist's pesence in this world, The Church is
pressent in fs workd with Immense polential bo refeem 2nd
transform the world by fiviog oul the claims. As & covenanl
cormmunity, 1he churgh i& Bg Doy presence i muigliy
and el&ionally. Church has lhe prophetic, didcondl, and
charsmatic mantate antrusted by God. Chrch represents
e authantio reationship and fEnscendance of & 0
is e embodimsnl of prophetic asserton, e voice of
the marginglized. S0, the presence of the church and its
Mission ifsell 5 a changs in'the wadd. Church prompts 1
taifth commundy o engane in & movement of transiion, 1he
process of diffusion across cuilural, econome, and socEl
boundanes, This aims at a posifive and creatve rvalufio
that entails the msinicturing of the consciousness of the
sockety and woaking with God towards the transformation of
all things in Christ's loye

Ghristianity began by preaching, 16aching, and pacicing
the Gospel of love through healing the sick, and providing
bread for B poar, and care for [he widows and slves.
Christian communitias emarged as samething new i 1he
Roman warld because of Meir mission o e penpharss
of society. The minisiry of love and compassian is not a
personal obligation bul 4 corporata endaeéod of the church
to be carried out by the chursh iisel, The various mission
initigtives af the Mar Thoma Church and especilly he
Diocasa of Marth America and Eurape & aur éngagament in
the bransition process of various commimitiss: especially,
the Light To Like projact, which is a misston among chifdoean.
Around 3,50 children are bensficiaries of this project. That
means the charch s reaching aut 1o around 3,500 familias
thraugh this mission. This will make significant changes in
the Twes of these families and the societies in which thay
Ive. Faul in Galatians says, “A little yeast penmastas 1=
wholg lump” (Gal 5: 0]

The Pandemic

Al of humanity 15 suftesing due to Covid 19, 1 has created
profound anxiefy and uncerlainty if human [#e. The basic
naturs af e humian being 5 relalionzl, farging refationsips
wilh fellew human beings. Bul the pandemic has insarted
“wstancing’ betwaen people and communities. Fellowship,
community spirit. and celebrations have been severely
gliacled and custailed by Ihe pamdemic. Chumhes as
struggling to find ways o continus inworship and celetrates
I sacrarments. The wioikd i3 SEH sirugoling 1o get a handia
on this minuscule wires, The church has a Orasler 1 n
Ihis canbsxd o gk Dope and stEngth amid anxiely and
dedth. 1 is o resporsibiily 0 exiend our caning hands
towards those who lost Inelr livelihoods and businesses and
are sevarely aflecied by tha fear psychosis caused by tha
pandamic.

The World needs more Love and Care

The world neads moare aliention and care han inany other
pariad In histary. Afer the Fist and Sacond Warld Wars,
this present time is the most uncertain fime for humanity.
Thare arg s many easors for ihal, OF course, Covid-19
I5 tha most imponant threat to e human wortd right now
Economic inequalities and  injstca, poverly, climala
change, and gender Ingqualities are some of the athe
isstes currently fcing the warld.

Economic Inequalities and Injustices

The globat aconomy |5 concenirated In the hands of a
few people, The povernment policess all around the globs
are becoming more favorable 1o corporates rather 1han
individuzl citizens. A good number of peaple ae stil lRoking
fond, drinking water, and proper shaller, Human dignify is
questonad in ks of color, gander, ethnicity, and religion.
The church has a ole in making the congeegalion awas
of the shructural inestalites and practcing frue Chirkstan
values in its day-in-day lifs

Conclusion

Tha Ghureh should focus on the sacramentz) e of e
people becauss the chisch and ciwech life is sacramentai,
Tha charch is the body of Christ, and our life is the
badily experignce o ha Taih in 5 world as a ohiks o
God. Therefore, the church is nof an organizatian; it 15 an
epeEnance of (T8 in God's [ave, In the early church, “day
by day cantinuing with ooz mind in the \Bmpie and breaking
e Dread irom houss Ioo house, ey were faking [heir
meals togaihar with gladness and sncerity of hean” (Acls
2. 46). The table feliowship mads them true Christians
fifled wilh jov and happiness and aoriched by the spinl of
fellowship and love. Holy Communion or the Lond's Table
Is a “sacrament of fove becauss 11 lies with love for ona
anathar, God's love can only Franstorm the boendaries and
divisions among peooles and communitias. o
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Back to Basics

Regaining Our Foothold
In Establishing
Self-sustaining Institutions

“AN Inwaslment In keowledge pays e best inlerest™ -
Benjamin Franlin,

There was a lime when e Mar Thoma commumily was al the
forationt of esiabishing new Inshulions. We have dong well
in estabiishing kindergarten to 12-grade schools primarily
in Karala and a fow across india, Dur schools have dona well,
andi we producsd oudsianding shidenis who have becoms
excaedingly successiul in life, In contrast b schooks, we
establishad orly a limited number of institulions ol highar
learning,

The Mar Thoma College in Thiruvalla was -eslablished
in 1652, and the 51 Thomas College in Kozhencharry in
1953, Then we waitad almost hree dacades 1o sfard the
Mar Thoma College, Chungathara, n 1982 & &5 neady
foue Uscades since 1962, As a commmanily, wa ha much
MONE resounces now than in e earky 19505, el we seem 1o
have lost gur 7eal 1o establish institutions of higher leaning
somewhere alang the way.

We operate ning medical misskons, fiva In Kerala, twa in
Karnataka, and ong in Gujaal and Madya Pradesh, The
arown jewel undosbiedly 1s the St Thomas Mission hospital
in Eatianam which prowdhy houses a school of medical
faboratory fachnolony, a pharmacy school, and a nurskg
school. The shudents we have trained, or oss who worked
there, have moved on lo difisent parts of he globe

The fime = upon us fo reconnect with oer mission of
astablishing institubons of hegher aducation. This &
the Bme to eslablish Mar Thoma Medical Colleges and
Engineesing Colleges o train 1he nesd genealion of docions
and enginesrs. To maks the dream aven bigaer, we should
ask qurselves if the lime has come for us o sfart thinking
about estabdishing educational institutians in North America.
Colleciively, we have the resources o accomplish this
drearm, but perhaps whal slops us |5 our risk-averseness,
S0, tha guesiion hen ks how o minimize risk, and we posit
that iz can be done as follows.

Mr. Abraham T. Ninan & Prof. Joshy Jacob
MTC Aflanta

Adopt an institution-building model. Our DRcesan BEhom
is an institufion-builoes. His venturas have bean successiul
because his focus is on making nstitwtions ssif-sufficient,
We should ensure that new institutions generate sulflclant
revanue to sustaln itsaif independently withaut further
exlernal capiial inlusion

Waiting for the right time. One [o lwo generations ago,
nur acestors wee primarily farmers in Kemla, and They
understood farming. B 1857 and 1953, when we started
the two Ma Thoma Colleges, was that he right time to
arodle bwo Colkages in the span of ong year? The tuth |5 thal
thare is no right fime; now is the right ime. Gur ancesiors
undesstond this because they mad in Ecclesiasbes 11:4
Ihal “Whnever walches (he wind will nol plani; whoever
looks al the clouds will nod reap.” The faemer who waits for
pertact weaher will never plant, and he farmer who waichas
evify cloud and womies aboul impanding rain will never
harvest. We should follow the lead of our farmer Tomsbears,
=0, waiting for the dght fime would be anatooms to the
protagonist in Samasl Backelt's play “Wailing for Godal." It
waLlo e fullle. So, whan is the right fima to act? The igh
time is now

Be courageous to dream big. The abilily to dream and
always dream big is a cantral tenet of greatness. Most of
us ventured to leava India for the USA without ever having
visited fie USA. Cheistopher Reeve mminds us — "o
many of oul dreams at (irst seem imposseble, hen seem
improbahie, and ten, when we summon ihe will, hey soon
seem inevilabie.” And when we dream, §el our dreams ba
|Ji|] Ilke aur lorebears, tar von Gostie reminds s — “Deam
no small dreams, for they have na power to move the hearls
of men.”

Increase our visibility and public protile. in Morth America,
we nead to enhance our visibility in the counfies, cifies,
and communities we reside in. Wa naed o astablish robust
parnesship amangemants with local nonprofit arganizations
and have solid conneclions/relationships hofwith our local

Mae Thomo I'I'lb:::.'mr'q-l;.'-" | _:'::JHI'J:I"I!_?LTEF . |?



elected representalives — Cily Councior, Mayn, Stale
Sepator, Congress person, efc. As & church, we need lo offer
felg &nd guidance during local and national amergencias
and catasirophes. We nead to engage fully wih tha local
communities rather than stay isolated. For insfance, when
Alghan refegees currently arrive in the US. we should play a
fabe In hedping rehabilitate hem.

Have afinancial plan. Wi nesd Io have & mok-solid firancial
plan mananed by finance professiorals who are familiar
with madern day wealth management sirafeques, wherein we
put away 10-20% of the charch’s annual incoming reven s
and invest in the financial market undar advisement of a
Ceriified Financial Advisor -as large Amesican churchas
in other denominalions do, This would give us access to
capital when the need arses to establish mission projects
Or new imslibations. Curtantly, we lack & financizl well o
draw Trom, and Dence. we g constanity in fumd-raismng
mode on an episodic basis, With such an apprach, we
undes-utilize and under optimize the consolidaled fmancial
strangdh of all our panshes and o Diocase. We negd Lo
atdopt a supply chain sirategy to consolidate our purchasing
power o create financial leverage for eerselves

Increase our collective bargaining power. Wa live In an
ane where our abiity o leverage our financial strangths
and avail capital 2i low rales is paramound. We do nof fully
exprcisa this inherent power thal we have. For inslance,
in cur Diocese, there are approximately 75 parishas with
slgnificant ewnership of real estate assets that will have
a combimed financial waiua and equily in the millions of
didars. Today, sach parish has ils bank accounts in banks
af its local choice. if we all banked with the same bank that
has a national fonkprint, fe bomrowing power that we, a5 a
collective group topether with our Diocese, would command
would be impressive. This Is because collectivaly, we
wodd anrually Iransact mitlions of doflars in business with
one bank. Consequently, it would be kard dor any bank fo
ipnosg us, and nstead, we would get a prefarmed bankang
se:laticnship i we wiste wiih just ane bank. I each of the elght
arganizalions in ow 75 or 30 parishes would consolidaie
aur banking relaionship With one naliong] bank aciass o
lhncesa, each parish coukd leverage the combingd Timancial
strength of all our parishes and the Dincase %o gel financmg
for parish and Diotase-level projects than it we wera Lo
apply for financing on our awn individual organdzation of
parish, This would also help us gel favosable financing
ferms when a parish wants 1o avail of imds {or a chiech
improvarnant loan (Somewhal comparable 10 2 Homa Equity
Line of Credit (HELDC) of It a new church bullding needs to
be buili amywhere.

Have the courage to fail forward, Ba brave, act wilth couraga,
and move foreand. We canall learn from owr mistakes. B s
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better bo fail horward becaose i (5 always betler b have fried
dl leasl Lel us not 1ail fram nol Baving evar ied to move
lorward. We can be 12ulted 1or our jucgment. That at leas!
{5 Dettar than balag favited for not king any acton Lo selze
amerging apporfunities. If we do nof grow arganically o
{hrough acguisitions, we will only rof and bacome axtinc.

The second and kst issus that stops us from attermpling
great and mighly things is our fear of being criticized by owr
paers, Wa, as the Malayeli communily, seem 1o be expers
gl poinfing out how the doer of Bings coubd bave done it
baller. Those of ws wiko dream 1o make things beller, pausg,
and chooss maction as i1 is the path of least resisknce,
But we ame reminded of B words of President Theadore
Rarsevedt, On Apedl 23, 1910, hegave 2 speech in =arbonne
Paris fifled "Citizenship in 2 Republic,” and the following
quoke woukd 5o on 10 bo mown 35 “The man i the asena”
and would become ong of the most widely wsed quotes,
Roosevelt sald -

“If & mof thes critic who counts; not the man whe paints oul
how Ihe sirong man stumbles o whee [he dogr of deeds
couild have done them betier. The cradit betongs to the man
wha 35 achatly in the arena, whose face is mamed by dust
and swaat and blood: wha shrives vallantly; wha errs, who
comas shart again and agam, because them & no eflorl
withaut eimor and shorteoming; but who doas actually strive
1o do the deeds; who knows great enthusiasms, the greal
devolions:; who spends himssitin a worly caoss; who al
st knows, in the end, the Inumgh ol high achdevement,
and who al the woest, if he faits. al laast fzils while daring
greatly, so that his place shall neves be with thosa codd and
fimid souls who neithar know viclory nor defeat.”

Lat us strove o be the doer-ol-desds and nat the Himid souls
Ihal Hive in the twilight of the sunsal thatl knows nailhar
Yictory nor defeal, Why s it that the Meodisi Church
and the Church of Jesus Chiisl of Laller-Day Sairls have
astailished insntions of Digher learming in /. America that
ame 50 successiul, self-sufficiant, and orowing year cn vear?
Pause and fook at the Southem Methodis! University in
[allas, T, and Brigham Youmg Universify in Prova, LIT, Both
shodld give us food for thought. We need fo-shrive io be
litc them. Both instilufions have added fuster and blessings
to the Methodist Church and the Ghurch of Jesus Chiist of
Latter-[iay Saimis.

Lat us dream of slarting new institulions of higher [earming
acrss Inda@. Lel us also dream that he day we launch a Mar
Thoma International Schaal in the conbinemdal LS, calering
to training students wosldwids, is nol too far. May the Lord's
mighty kand be upon us and guids us 2N
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CHRIST's LOVE

THAT UNITES US AND MOVES US

TOWARD RECONCILIATION

A BIBLICAL STUDY:

Aev. Christopher Phil Daniel =

Introduction

When Goo created human beings, He created male
and lemale in His image and likeness (GEDesis 1:26-
31). Alikough all peopie share His image and [ikeness,
differences in gender, sihnicity, culural background, and
socit-aconomic disiinclions disscily impac! the way we
expesience life and view ofhess in the world. Car individual
and rullumal diffeences reflect God's crealive diversity,
Just as ihe Trinily is-one God in threg persons, we, as
Christians, Infierit 2 holy call to ba of one ming and Spiit
amid this diversily ({Ephesians 4;1-8; 151 Corlnthians 13),
In the present time, Christians must intentionally pursue
this calfing s partakers in God's kingdom, empoweed by
Ghrkst's love @&nd being moved loward econciliaton, for the
purpose that ihe world might know: Goo and ghonty Him,

In community, we move fram selfish ambition and vain
concsll 1o the humble and loving postee of Cheist,
congidering the nesds of ofhers above our own (Phifippians
F1-11), The call fo reconclliation means Ihal we ejolcs
when owr brothers and sisters rejokce, and weep when
our brofners and sislers weep (Homans 12:15-16). As
reconcilers, we are fo be motivated by Chiist's Iove,
Therelors, we serve ong another in love and adopl a counter-
culfral perspactive. We are calked 1o bulld the Knpdom
of God by developing a diverse and unified commundy of
baligwars (o anthentic kve reiatienships with God and each
other and by proclaiming e gospal of Chrst and reflecting
Hi characler,

Reconciliation and the
Imago Dei - The Image of God

Genesis 1:26-27 reminds us of e scripiural fran mat
God created humanking in His image and likeness, which
hightights several Important Retors regarding he creation
of humankind, First, hemans, both males and lemales, wans
crealed In bear the image of God the Father, Son, and Holf
Spirl In recoqnizing that God exsts as one Gad In threa
persons, wa [ve as individuals created in His image to
reflec! the same harmory of comman misslon and purpasa
that God has within Himself in the Trinity. To bear a troa
imane, one mist always ba connected to the image sowce,
establishing oor need Tor constant connectedness with tha
God.

Secondly, the creafion accounl gives a framewoek for
our relaiorships with other people. The only thing thal
displeased God In ceation was hal man was alone (Gan
218} Bve was created 5o that Adam swould nod be alone on
Ihis earth. God designed hamans to nead each ofher and o
liwe together with 3 codlective purpose, Only aer Adarm and
Eve were together, beth understanding their responsibilitiss
&5 Imagear bearers, doas the crealion story concluda [hal
"God saw everything that He had made, and indeed, it was
vary pood” {Gen. 1:21).

In Genesis 3, we seg Whe undermining of God's good
creation. The firsl depariurg ocowrs whan Agam and Eva
pariake of the forbidoen it (Gen. 3:6). As a resull of their
gin, they no langes raflectad the tnie image of God, and
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their communion with God and oné anodher was broken
The broken image and broken community led fo enmily
batwean Adam and Ewa (Gen, 3.12). Becausa they insisled
an (helr own way, instead of purseing the will of God, Ihe
core componant ol @ incredibly good cealion began Lo
crumble. (ur need for reconclliation is ooted in the garden
Chrest makes il possile Tor us I Ive as God originally
intended before the Fall. Reconcilation is e hope of he
qospel that affirms our human identity and the dignity of
avary person, restoring our broken retationships with God
and with each ofher,

Reconciliation and the Cross

Due 1o the Fall, humans were all separated from God [Raom.
ha12-21). 1 is The cross of Jasus Chiist thal emoves this
separafion. It is throwgh the perfecl sacrifice of Chist
that we ae juskified before God and pul back info a right
malationship with owr Heavanly Father (Rom, 3:21-28)
Throasgh His sacrifics, Christ nol only released us from fhe
bondage of sin into real freedom (Rom,6:15-23) but also
brought ferth reconciiation by tearing down the wall ihat
separaed us from God and each other (Eph. 2:14-21). With
this reconciliafion, Gheist created one new reconcied people
Iheeby REfilling the purposes of the cross — moonciliation
of God o humamty and humanity bo one anolher

The same s frue fos thosa in the church today. The diversity
reprasented within the church serves to highlighl The
creativify, complexity, and fulfillment of God's covenant
(Gal, 3:26-20). Whare thore was once division and Fatred,
Christ's dealh on the cross brought uniby. Hops and peace
arg the ouflow of Jesus' sacrifice that all people can clam
through faith in Him. When we accepl Chaist, we all become
members of God's holy kingdom and His holy famdly. Those
who hope in Ghrist are uniquely positionsd fo embrace
uther believers and renounce division. We are ong church,
ane body, and one family (Eph. 4.4-6)

Reconciliation and the Community

Throasgh the wark ol the cioss, God has called His people to
e a part of a partioukar commanity (156 Peter 2-91 We see
ihis new realily expressed in the choch in Anfioch, whare
The gospel was spoien nol only 10 Jews but 2150 to Gentiles,
faking the message of Jesus across cullures (Acts 11:30-
#1). This commisnity of Jews and Genfiles was so unusial
That & new name was given ko tham, The disciples weare st
calked "Chaisiians” al Anfioch (Acls 11:26).

For us fo Eve as 2 reconciled community, we must
cultivate humility in our rekalionships with one another, in
Philipplans 2:1-11, Paul calts believers to apply the love,
encourapement, and comfot we have received from Christ
inour ilalionships with othars. This maans thal we setaside
selfish prefesences, consider others as having immense
vahe, esteem them highly, and loak 1o fheir interests over
AL N
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What dogs it look like to embody this virbws of humility? First,
we must be willing to relinguish power and rights. Jeses did
not consider His equality with His Fallvel somelhing o be
used 1o His heman advaniaps. In e same way, ose in
pawer must be willing o empower others, aven al & cosl
1o nemselves. Secondly, our poshire moves ¥om Mat of
Baing a consumer 1o being a semvanl, bang willing lo meal
1he needs of others belore our awn, just a5 Chiist became
a senvant on our behall Thirdly, a5 we grow in retationship
with those difierent from us, we begin fo identify with their
hurts, fears. and jovs. just as Christ became a man fo fully
Identify with us. And tastly, justas Christ was abedient to he
paint of death, we foo must prigsitize obedience 1o Got and
service to His mission over ow own comforts, indlvidual
rights, and prefarences. We must be willing 1o dis to wial |5
normal &l -cominrtzble o make room for olhers,

Reconciliation and the Holy Spirit

The Bible makes if clear hal we cannol foflow Jesus
withaut the power of the Holy Spiril. When commissianing
Hi5 discipies o 1ake the gospel acmss geagraphical and
ciltural linas, Jesus tells them Sat they will receive power
{rom the Holy Sperit o fulill that calting (Acts 1:8).

Alter fis teaching on e reconcil@tion ol believers, Faul
prays lor e chwrch in Ephesus that God might seenginen
1 with power thaough e Holy Spirit, that hey will be
rooted and grounded in fove, and that Chist might dwell in
their hearts through (& (Eph. 3:14-20), He prays that they
would have powet to grasp the depth, height, and width of
the Lord’s love in order fo 586 that this tove included all
penple. Also, in Colossians 2.2-3, Paul makes i clear thal
the autward result of the powes at woek in the church In
Colossag and the purpose of his pasioral and missionary
calling I5 o encowrape the church so they may be united
in Iove. AS we obey his call fo lowe ane another, God 15
giorified. We donot [ollow Jesus in e patiern of submssion
and humility or ma holy standard of reconcillalion 1o el
oursaives buk to bring glony io ihe Father.

Reconciliation and Kingdom Proclamation

A5 we Ive in umble, sali-giving, reconciling retationships,
God is glorified and the gospel advances. Therefore, the
issue af reconclliation is of eritical importance far (he

churh, I John 17:20-26, Jesus prays 1o God he Father
lor oneness. His desi b5 that each beliavar |s one with
aach other just as He is one with the Father. This prayar
acknowledpes God's original infent for creation and all
hurman belngs fom the beginning In that [ honos (he
unily, rarmony, and the shared kingdom vision of Jasis,
This prayer feaches us ihat the way believers inferact with
aach ofar i 2 testament to the fadh we procldim and the
God we serve. The inferactions among believers - should
ba so mtimale and radically difterent ®al the watching
world will take notice and manl at the goodness of God,

Cur’ ity and oneness maka us credible wilnesses of the
gospel that transcends the divisive ways of this workd, Gur
talth in Goe and commitment o Jesus eads to unity in the
bady of Christ, which draws ofhers inte this saving faiih by
acknowlediging the bansioming power of Jasus.

We are able to pursie this oneness because ol our love
for God and aur desire for His glory and raign on earth and
because of the powerful work of the Holy Spiril. The unity
and onenass that Jasus prays for reflects the unity and
onenass that exists atemally betwaen Himand Hes Fathar, it
reflects what God origirally intendid whan He gave [ tirst
womian fo the first man as a companion. Sacausa Be work
of Chirisl has reversed 1he curza of the Fall, we now can live
togelher in oneness a5 a redeemed and reconicifd peaple.

Reconciliation and Love

e foundation for love and reconciliation 5 steeped in
51 John 316, 1 65 an all-inclusive slatement that enables
those of every culturg, ethnicily, and sbelo-ecomomic sfats
eligible 1o partake in the gift of new and everlasting Iife in
Ghrist. Those who befieve become a pari of God's family.,
Theretore, Jesus commands us 1o love one anather as He
loves s because brotherly love |5 &n Indispensable mark of
gentene Christianity (1% John 3:11-18).

Jatinshows is wihizl Boolherly iove and ieldlicaships should
o0& [ika in 1he body of Chiis! by Tirs demonstrating what il
showld nob book like. John uses e examgée of Cain, lalling
us not bo be (ke him (1 John 3:12), In Genesis 4, we 1ead
thal God Iooked favorably uped Abel's sacrifice and nol
Cair's. Johin s nof focussad on wihy Cain's satikce was
naol acceplable. Tnstead, 1 locuses on 1he Erger issue as il
rel#es 1o brotherly love 5 Cain's responss, Gain is angry,
indignant, ad, and depresseq. apening the door fo jEalousy
and envy which sventuadly unlocked hate, His openness 1o
nate: gave way Lo muder. Jesus said that murder is not oniy
cominited as a poysical cl, bul 0w words, thoughs, and
the motivateon of our heart can be weaponized when hale is
present. Cain took & (ife because ha haied, whereas Christ
fgave Hes lie because He loved.

AS THE FATHER
HAS LOVED ME,

SOHAVE | LOVED

e T

Cain reprasents the world. The world defights in what
divides and finds comfort in separation. We &s a body of
belkevars must resist these aeas of division and discond
and be the safl and Hght i a world that is decaying and
in darkness. The charch must live in 2 radically different
way fram the world, bridgmg the divide bebween culfaral,
ethinic, and socio-economic backgmounds with & Chrisl-
centered purpose. The church must Hive righteousty In lova
in the midst of the unrighfeousness and hale perpefrated
and perpetuated by he world,

We should understand that love is the avidence of our lit
in Chrisl. It is by loving our brothers and sisters thal our
new e is displayed, Anyone thal does nol Hove remains
in death. Love 5 the obligation of the believer, i Christ
laid down His Hife for us, then we must de to our Sedfish
desires and inferests, Opportunities 1o lay down our lives
may nol eocur on & routing basis, bat the Qiving of our
time, care, labors, and prayers can be daily occurrences of
damensirating Christ-like fove

Conclusion

In summary, our focus as the charch is to make disciples
who live oul the gospel, crossing all bowndaries. This focus
i5 a biblical ¢all fo reconciliation, God calls us 1o both tha
minislry and ke message of reconciliglion as an essenfial
part of our gospel witness, The two-fold purpase of the
cross was fn reconcile God o humankind and o reconcila
people T ong another by dealing with the sin hal dividas
us. We commit to this call to rightly bear God's image, t
ambrace thi purpase of tha crass. 1o commit 1o commundty,
to yield o the power of the Holy Spirdt, to pmciaim Gad's
kingpckom, and 1o love olhers as God loves us, As we live in
the reality of the love and reconcifiation mandested on the
cross, we become a unified body where Chiist dwealls by His
Spiril, enabling us io be witnesses lo His power by bringing
0loey 10 God betor & Watching world. ¥
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Introduction, We & Fving al a time of r@pid change and
progress, We prefier 1o dafine oursslves i terms of where
We g going, not where we come Irom. However, where we
ale going is uncertain. Our ancestors hold no importancs
for some of us. They |nved in times sa different from: our own
that ey are incapable of shedding light on our experience,
Man 15 50 much smaner now, anything from the past is
outdated and imelevant tous, Our cumrend culture isa "Throw-
away’ culturs, where everylhing is dispensable. Thersfore,
the past even the relafively recent past, s, in the minds of
maost of us, enshrowded by misl, only veguety perceved,
anme people think that taith in Christ is old-fashioned or
outmoded, a relic of the distan! past. They ask the question,
what coubd & 2000-year-old fith have 1o say to Us in our
post-COVID-19 era, seeking 4 "new nomal™?

i has bean said ihat he who conlrols fhe past confrols
the- Rafura. it has been allribuled fo bolh Gearge Crwell
and Winston Churchill that 'Hislory is wriften by ks
wininers,” and therefore; history could have a buill-in bigs.
As we confront sciendific, lechnological, economic, and
ecological challenges, the COMD-18 pandemic realilies,
and saach for a 'new normal’, fnie knowladoe of of hisdany
allows us bo learn from mistakes and avoid repeaiing tham.
I gives U5 & chance lo endarstand whaie we came from and
creale a belier God-cantred lomomoww. If we are willing. lo
listen to what history has bo say, we can come bo a sound
understending of the past thai can fell us a lof shout our
cimant problems and how we got hers. This is the rquisite
context for understanding the imporance of digilizing and
archiving historical racords and documents of the Mar
Thoma Church,

The exisience of an ancienl church on the Malabar coast of
India has baer known to ihe Westem World since fhe time
o Marcopolo (M. Geddes, "Hisinry of Ghurch of Malabar,”
London, 1684, Srown (1956} provides a comprehensive
history of Keraka: Christians, noting hal since fie 1817
haok by the Scotlish missiomany, Clasding Buchanan, fitted
"Christian Besearches in Asia™, mo beok has besn ealy
satistachony, ether becauss it depends enfirely oo previous
writings, wilh noonew facls o the presend, or because i is

Mnr Thcrrnn Church Heri I:::ga Vi
~The Case for -
..T.Dlgltcul Flrchlvmg

Dr. Zac Uarghesa
Or. Cherian Samuel |m

polemical n tone, nob resdly inferested in the church for
il= o 53k (L W, Brown, "The Indian Chrislians of S
Thomas®, Cambridge Univarsity Prass, 1956} The Digital
Archiving of selected origiral documends and records of tha
Mar Thoma Charch is I,’.E.JI}I'I|a| for preserving ils herilags
and condribate 1o the history of Kerala Chrisiians

Rationale for Digital Archiving. The Kaala Christian
hislory (055 tesulting from the Diamper Synod Gecisions
provides a unigque mofivation for Digial Archiving. Mors
nensrmlly, digitization provides a biad range of banefits;
(i1 Informeation 2 content can e delivered dractly [o sad-
USars and retrieved rmotaly; {10 Ability 1o prowids 3coess
toa large nismber of users, national and imemational; (i
Creating digital versions educes the handiing of old or
fragile |THI=E| al, potentizily extending he e of e original.
Hawevar, 1he costs of digitization should 2120 be conskdered;
ti] Requires SE0 expedise 2nd addilional resources; (i)
Usars ae completely réliand on compuiers and siable
inlermel connections for accessing digital content, which
may De challenging, given Ihe vanied computer madels,
platiorms, sofftware, and handware globally, (i) Easa
of access 0 digifal content may creals fegh and-user
expectations in lerms of awilability and lowno cosls
Within the Kerala contest, climate condifions may sharfen
the lilespan of documents, which makas Digifal Archiving a
priogity for preserving Kerala's Christian haritage.

Digitization of Mar Thoma Church Documents. Folfowing
I exlracidingry woluntary eflors by Shijp Ak and
associales since 2009, more than hree housand documents
hara been digitized and placed in the public domain 50
far, wilth ower 200,000 pages (hitps./shijualex.in/abol|
From the perspeciive of Keidla Ghaislian history, an exciting
development Tas Gean We Digital Axchivieg of Gocimenls
relafed 1o e Church Missionary Sociely (CM3) and tha
London Missionary Sociefy {LMS), who led evangelical
missions to India dueing the British colonial mle

Among the 2000+ documents digifized and achived so
far, cnby about Bty documends relals o the Mas Thoma
Church  (hitps:#farchive. org/ssarch. phpFquery =subjecthad
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A Marthoma-+ Ghirch-+Documentsie 22, Theoollsction
inclades e 1839 Royal Gourl Judgment that led to the
formatien of the Malankara Mar Thoma Syrian Churhy
Mar Thoma Gharch (hiips-dshijualexindravancoe royal
gourt_pedgement 18897, Thowgh e Diglial  Archiving
af the Royal Gourt Judgment was compbeted in August
2015, there seems to be Hmited awaemess wiihin the Mar
Thoma Chach, Given the fow gdent of Obgital Archiving of
Mar Thoma Church records and documents so far, & sirong
effort is nesded from Church members to quicken he pace
An indicative list of useful docurments for Digital Archiving
inGhedes: {1y Of Versions of the Qurbana Taksa; (i) Old
Versions of Kristhesya Keerthamangal; (1il) Old issues of the
Sabha Tharaka, betore 1930; (Iv) Past editiens of Maramon
Convenlion song books; (v) Ghurch souvenins befare the
195603,

Diaspora Context. The Digdal Ashiving inifative s
also relevant for he Norfh American and European Mar
Thoma Diaspora, given e Church's rosts as & reformed
Fastarm Syrian Cheistian Orfodox Chugch fiom Kerala. The
genesis and growlh of e Diocess has been amazing and
providential, from modest beginnings in 1972 as a prayer
qgroup in dueans, Mew York o the current cohort of seventy-
ane parishes aml saven conggegaiions, wilh a mesient
Blshop—currently AL Rev. Dr. lsaac Mar Philokenos
Episcopa—in  Merrick, MNew Yook As the Diocese
proqresses, a5 Tuluse panesations of Amenican and European
Marthornises ermarge. digital achiving ol key docuameants
and records of the Diocese should be a priority.

Way Forward. Crealing awareness regarding ihe nesd hor
[hgital Archiving of Mar Thoma Church documenls and
RCards among Church |eadership, clerqy and laity i an
important first step, 1he purpose of this arlicle, Anoiher siep
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will be Yo create a communily of practice, which could feam
from Shiju Alex and associates and share the responsibildy
lor Digitad Archiving, Ghen the limiled capacity o
degitizalion curmantly, documents will hava lo sslectad and
sequenced, based on mfative imporiance. Lasl, bt nol
[eas!, mancial resources have 1o be sel aside for meeling
ibgilizatlon costs, To begin wilh, the digitized docasments
can De archived In he Intermel Archive: (www.archive ong),
Sirnikar 1o ihe oustenl approach. o e Tolee, diflesnl
drchiving oplicns could be explored, linds permilling. The
Church may also wish |0 estanlish an Archival Commission
1o study the Digial Archiving topic in detail, which could
imakd recommandations Tor foemubaling a Digital Archiving
palicy. Givemn (e shared harfizpe of Kesala Chiistans, lhe
Diginal Archiving peojecl ke he Ml Thoma Church could
alsn follow an ecumenical approach, with separate portals
lor gifferent denominafions fr skoring oCUmENEs LMQue
1o fham,

Conclusions. The case for the Digital Archiving of Mas
Thoma heritage 15 shong and sound. In paticulal, he
loss of histary sxperiencad by Syrian Chiislians in the
past provides & umigua opporfunily for Digital Archiving.
Thanks to the extracedinary voluntary efforts of digifization
prameers during the sl decads, ﬁlgﬂ'flliﬁﬂl rongess has
been made reganding the Digital Archiving of public domain
documants relaled o Ke@la and Malayalam, albeil on @
relalively small scale for e Mar Thoma Church. Creating
mors awareness abouk and ownership of Digilal Archiving
among Al Masthomites—including the  Armerican and
European Mar Thoma Diaspora—Is oritical, which can also
ba an ecumenical initialive among different Kerska Chiistian
Churches, given the shared kKemala Chiislian haritage,
Iraditions, and Kistonies. ¥
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Mrs.Sosamma Mathen (Kunjumeol)
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The 332 Diocesan Family Conference was held from
Octoher 28-31, 20271 al the GCarmel Mar Thoma Cenber,
Altanta, Georgia. The thems of e conference was " Living
in Christ, Leaping in Faith” based on St John 157, Cver
475 delegates trom vardous panishes end congragations of
the Diocese altlended the conferencs.

The Inaugural Session on Frday, October 29, Degan with
a procession and opening wiaship ked by fhe Clergy and
members of the Soulheasi Begion. Prayer was oifared by Ray,
Skariah Varughesa and a welcoma note by Or. Jeshy Jacob
{Conference Convener), Our Diocesan Bishop, Kl Rex. Or,
[saac Mar Phitoxenos, provided the Fresidential Address,
and Most Hev. Dr. Theodosius Mar Thama Metrspolilan
iralipurated the conferencs through a video messaga. Rey.
Aju Abraham (Diocesan Secrefary) offered a lelicitation,
witich was followsad by e releasa of the Family Confersnce
Sowenit by M. Roy ENildaslathn (Souwsanir Convenar), Mr

Georga P Babu proposed (he Vobe of Thanks. and Rey. Saju
. Sameel Vicar, MTC Atlanta) ofiered the closing prayer
The yauths and nther members of the MTC Attanta exhibited
a multl-madia theme presentallon, and tha Main Speaker,
Rev. Eappen Varghese (Vicar, Immanuel MTC, Houslon],
provided an In-depth axposition mn the conferance theme,
The night anded with a baautitul exposition of cradtiva
exprassions and  zlends fom many of e conference
attandees inchuding the children of tha Clargy

Saturday, October 30, began wilh a singing session and
warship led by the Midwest and Wesiem Fegions. Here ars
the highlights of the &y

« Bible Study by Rev. Prince Varghase (Docforaf Student,
Princaton Thealogical Saminary).

# Main Talk by Aev. Eappen Varghese.

¢ Spacial sessions for children ard youlh fed by Rev,
Prince Varghesa and Mes, Neathl Prasad.
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= Priagantation on the Mission niliatives of the Diocasa fed

by Philcxenos Thirumeni and Rev. Christopher Caniel.

= Session on the "Hole of Women in Enfching the Life of
Peopie” led by Rey, D Anna Thomas (Beverty Linlted
Methodist Church, M)

« Haallh Seminar on e topic “The Role of the Church
Curing Times of Grisis™ led by Or. George Abraham
{Carmeal MTL, Boston).,

» |nauguration of the Library and exlension of Mar Thoma
Literature Sociaty ab Camel Mar Thorma Cantar, Atkanta

+ Evaning worship lad by the Seulhwest Bagion.

= Motivalional Talk by Rev. Sbu Pallichirz (Vicar, Epiphany
PATE:, NYI

On Sunday, Oclober 21, A, Rev. Dr. [zaaz Mar Phifoxsnos
Episcopa celkbmaled fhe Holy Dwbana sewice. The

conferanca delegates and members of Ha MIC Aflania
parlicipaled In the sevice, Very Fev. Di Gherlan Thomas
(Vicar in Charge, MTC Dalias, Farmers Branch) spoke from
the Word of Ged. The Closing Carsmony of 1he conferenca
included tha inauguration of the Institute on Mission and
Culure. Rey. Eappen Vaghese provided o concluding
messags. and clozing remarks were offered by our Diooesan
Bishop. Fey, AJu Abraham paoposed De viole ol Thanks,
which was followed by closing prayer by Bev. Dennls
Abtraham (Vicar, San Francisco MTC) and benediction by
Ihe Dincazan Bishop. Let us praise and thenk God for this
hiessed galhering.

Rev. Aju Abraham.
Dincesan Secretary
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33" DIOCESAN FAMILY CONFERENCE

at Carmel Mar Thoma Center, Atlanta
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PILGRIMAGE TO THE RINGDOM

= L |_":'_

A vnice crigs; “In ine wildemess prepara the way of he Lo,
Make stralght in the desert a highway for cur God.” 153 40:3

LIt up yow eyes mund aboul, and see; Ihey all gather
togetner, they come to you, your sns shall come from Sr,
and your deughiers shall be carmiad In e anms. Isa@h 604

Fagrimages ae manelns scenes of human re&tionships.
Whether it s the whirling mass of people around ihe
Kaaha in Mecca, he parllous jowrmay made by Eropeans
to the Holy Land In the 10 century, or the trek of South
Indian Hindus fo Sebarimala. pilgrimages show to us fhe
trise furman sparil that develops from a sense of being and
togeihemess. The relighous, socizl, and political aspects
of pitgrimagas protoundly  depict tha vibranl facaks of
human mabure. Over the pasl cenbury, the possibilities for
pilgrimages were openad to paople in all walks of life dus
to- advances i lechnology and increased safely armnd
the: world. Pilgrimages, elgioas or otherwise, are sl
popular today, nat just because of e sense of advaniure
but because | i a shered expariance. The psycha of the
pilgrim is connected with those who had gone before on
that roude, with those joumneying in the present, and foss
wal o undertake tha pitgrimange in tha fobue, 1 1S ly
rragnificent showcasa of homan togamamess and human
"haing.”

| Journey in the |
FPower of Christ’s Lovs " :

ol e U8 BB 2B 17 2 | L:J- a

Rev. Jeswin S, John

Pilgrimage and the Kingdom of God

Filgrimage imagary i5 vastly pawerful ior human commiundies,
i parficadar tha religious comminilies. In a world whera
the ideal of individualism grows. the concept of unity found
in pilgrimane imagery can help s emvision New perspecives
for commumitarign living. For the Christian, the concept of
pilgrimags and community daw upon the eschalological
yision of the Kingdarm of God. The Kingdom of God was
fhe preatest ideal revealed by Jesus Christ during His
earthly ministry. Scholars have often remarked hal Jesus’
presentation ofthe Kingdom was elitlsl. idealist, and ulopian.
In & sense, if &5 tme hal ihe ideals of ke Kingdom of God
could not be realized. What is oflen poorly undersiood
i5 that the eschafological vision of the Kingdorm must ba
actively snpaged with the present worldly situation

Christian communitias hava frequantly undarstood the
Kingdom within two exframes: at one estreme, the Kingdom
of God {commonly kmown a5 heaven) bacomes olier-wordly
and a fulure hope 1o b waited upon; af the aiher edreme,
there is & humanist desie 1o astablish the Kingdom info tha
present world solefy by human will. The first exirame leads
to @ focus on inward and personal spittuality and neglact
tor the neads of the larger warld. This was sean amondg tha
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ancient Chiistian monasic communities, which withdrew
from society fo seek God bul died out a5 hey failed (o share
and ambody the Gospel of Chiist 1o e famgsr sociely. At
The ather gxdreme, there is & great emphasis on social work
and haman upiitment but neglect for the Biblical mandate
1o prezch the Gospel of Jesus Christ Lg., he alonement
and salvation through the crucifisd Chiist, The social gospat
movement in’ 79 cenfury America with itz emphasis on
furran pights, upiifed many communities, Bt its iailure
o preach Ihe Gospel of Salvalion may heve caussd he
irradavanca ol the faith in sodlety ioday.

Jesus Christ and His Kingdom

A ciose inspection of the Kingdom of God brings s face
1o face with its Cheaf Architact. Mol ondy is Jesus Chiist the
planner of the Kingdam, bul ha i5 alsoits chisf comerstone.
Laying Ihe comesstone is now a symboiic event, aimasl non-
exislenl i the West but sl caucial In Eastam fradimions.
Among Keraka Christians, the laying of the foundation stone
i5 &n auspicious event in which the clergy, family, and
comamunity gather for an invocation of graver and shared
Teltowship. The paepose of he comessbone was ariginal |y
fo sat the position of T enfirg strechung; thersfoss, s
placement was carefully calculsied by the achitecl, Chrisi,
a5 e comerslong of the Kirgdom of God, astiklishes the
shape and reckon ol e Kingdom d5all The Kingdom
af God |5 defined a5 1he unlon of the people of God with
fod himsalt (but ot appropriating the diving natue; rather
participating in the lite of God and being in God's presenae).
The cobesive akement of $his unity 1s e love of Christ.

Love 15 & complicaled word in taay's world, not [east dug
10 the fact that the word has ost much of its power fhrough
misuse, Christigns understand the purest love as that which
God has for His Creaticn. The Apostla John's depichion
i5 bevond compare: “For God so:loved the world that he
gave his anly Son 50 that evergone who belisves in hm
may mof parish bul may have elemal life” (John 3:36). The
love 15 maniiested in the “giving,” bt the mystery of the
gift s [hat ot contans loss as well a5 regemption, pain as
well a5 peace, humiliation-as well as glorifization. Christ's
love, & displayad on the cross, brooghi redemption; His
sesurrection from e dead Brought the right of inheriance
1o the Kingdom, 1o those who place their faith and hope-in
Himn. Tha Apastia Paul describid tis lagal right when he
wrale, "He destingd us for adoplion a3 his childrén through
Jesus Ghrist,." (Eph 1:5) Therefors, Christ's love confirms
e mabure of our unity wilh God as wall a5 willy Eha: feliow
believer. The full expression of fus unity is the Kingdom of
fod which gathers together a community of people uniled
by their right to be children of Ged throwgh the sahific blood
af Jesie Chist,
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The Living Kingdom of God

Thee Kingdom of God 15 nol a sallc bullding, Rafer han
an impenelrable lortrass o an imposing monement, i€ s
a Iving communiy of human beings, Redl@ng the human
comgenent of e kingdom of Hod lounded on ihe Land
and aviar Jasus Ghrist makes the Kingdom an achve forse
in the world loday. Instead of rateqating the Kingdom (os
fieaven) to somstking located in the future, the Kingdom
of W lbving taimiul Imposas an urgent call o prockzim
Joses Christas Savior (the preaching of the Gospel) as well
a5 arficipats in “Kngdom bulkiing” In the widar society
(the practice of soclal justica). This fension 13 evident In
[ Lelar of 51 Jameas: “Raligion al 15 pure and undetiled
before God, The Father, 5 this: to care for orphans and
widows in thetr distress, and to keep oneself unstained by
the world,” [Jamas 1:27). The praclics of the Christian faith
{5 hieth & spiriual growdh in relationship 1o God as wall as 3
practical effort to embody the new lifs in Chaist.

Raalizing that the Kingdom ol God is 2 unify of the fithiul
hoagh the blood of Chiist must lead Christians to sae
tha place of the Church within hair lives. Chrstianity has
always been a commural iadh. The plumlity of balievers,
house Ghurchas, sharing of resowces as well as sharing
of e Holy Mysierias of e Lord's Table @l poin t he
empnasis an the commumity af ha f@hil, The ragic
slale of Chelstians today, divided acrass ime and space
by socincultual, pafitical, and doclrinal difiersnces is &
fallure o draw upon the wnity in Christ and the Kingdom:
The medem scumenical movemant afternpled fo comec
{his fabiura by bringing tha global churehes togathar fowork
{ogether for & common wilnass and praxis. Yel, scumenical
orpanizations such as the Warld Councll of Churches
(WCG) opposed Hhe formation of 8 “supse-chuech,” Even
& Roman Calholic acoeplance of Eastern Cathaliss n he
20 century was through he oracious use of sui juris {Latin,
“of one's own right”, refarring to thelr autonamy within the
Foman Catholic commusnion)

Churches as communities of isolation and exlusion do
nat e up fo the vision of the Kingdom of Gad. & church
needs astiang ecsiesiology, 1.6, 3 seH-umderstanding of s
commmunity N that draws upon tha unity and cammundy
of tha Holy Trinity, the love of God e Father and Creatar,
{ha grace of the Son who saciliced willingly, and ihe power
of the renewing and sanctifying Holy Spirt. Such & church
sarously corsiders e discipleship of (5 members and
mission to the margins, The Malarkara Mar Thoma Syrian
Church strongly attemats these goals but it s strupgling
it & warld thal is repidly being reshaped by globalization,
cormmerciatization, and rampant Individualism. Churchas
ancund the world are feeling this pressure to conform fo dhe

BEONDMIG Imsiuciuring &nd political maniputation deminant
in medern socigty,

Conclusion

The idea of pifgrimage was avident in 1he teachings af Jesus
Christ. Ope of the greatss! pilgrimages in Jewizh memary
was hal ol the Espdus from Egypl. The Exodus paradigm
was oendral b the ewlsh understanding of thedr community.,
They ware an alact nation being led by Ged, a piflar of
cloud by day and a pillar of Tie by nigil. This imagary was
carried by the peope a5 they were foreed into exilz in the
an and 6* cenluries b.c.e. The prophecies of he prophet
kzaiah imagined a sacond exodus, tis tima frem the Eastem
tands of Persia. There the prophst foretold of the ratum of
the ediles En Zon on highways made smonthand with their
hands owarflowing with wealth. The narrsfives of Ezra and
Malemizh hint af the fulfiliment of those prophecies. Jesus
Christ irauguratad His ministey with the words of the prophet
[saiah in Luke 4:16-21. Known as lhe Wezareth Manifesio,
tha passage Jesus quotad belongs io a farger collection of
texts retatad fo the Jewish nope of redemption from Persian
gvite. It is an annoincement of the pitgrimange ool of ihe l&nd

Mz, Ria John

Near 1 homs Church ol Ballimon

of bondage and fowards e land of Zion, Gods heloved
coumdlry. In Jesos’ proclamaion. e Kingdom o God
becomes ihe Fromised Land. Il is Jesus Chist himsels who
will lead the peogle into i, The ancient, enslaved israclites
had Moses lead them out. Hera Jesus Chrisl, Emmanesl,
God with uz,” leeds the peopie and grants them entranca
indo the Maw Candan thraugh His own broken body. And ha
conlinues o lead the peopls as the exalied King of Zon,

Tha pilgrimage towards the Kingdom of God is a fassinating
image of God al work-in the world. | is & project of unify
bringirig the belisvers iogether cn a path lowards God and
led by God. The hMysiery of the Kingeom lakes shaps in tha
Mass of beligvers moving towards me promise of a ity
bl nod with hurran hands” where thera is nefthar death nor
crying nor pain. ks comerstone i Jesus Chiist. Sahafion
and unity intertwing within the fiving witness of he peopla
af the Kingdom of God, United by The tove of Christ and
edapled as children of God throwgh Chret's sacrifice, God's
people & called o proclhaim the Good News frough words
and ceeos. Preach salvation through Chirist and live as the
rmigsional ermbodiment o1 Christ's love for nenanily, o

Fam Irom evedywhane,

From the rivers and valleys, hills and lakas.
| sang-fo tha Mowers

Enlightaning fhem for umity

Lovaly chrysanlhemums. always ready (o bloam,
Hepresenting love and loyaity
Tell me silently thal Jesus loves

My Jesus is a great unifier, a great Master

Who, wilth marcy, mases an end to clashes and eonilicis
When tha world has problems,

Ha has solutions.

UniTing LovE

Crnss 15 our sample. our parenniai hope.
He unties our burdens,
#nd with empathy unitas us in Him.

Hara, our disams can flawer,

When we allow our Lord o be our Loed

How many fimas, in-olden days

Dl we ses he uniting lave of the Master Greal?

fccepling him, my joy doubles,
Surmendering, my happiness broadens,

| sing tos the Howers, enlightening ferm for unity
find singing 1o the flowers, | el mysalf blessad.
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ANEW APPROACH TO
LOVING OTHERS

3.-"-1- . Mar Thoamo IT'ID:'.'g-&.-lq-:l.f | kv El—:;-"

A first glance, Jesus's instnestion o "lowe vaur reighibor
as yourselt” (Mathey 22:30) saems vary straighitforsard,
il the way that we are callad 1o love others seems open
to bibfical interprefation, especially when our foved onss
hald difterng beliets, It oflen Ieets much easier lo bove
someord & a dislance than in @angible ways like having
comversations about Imerfalth mamiage ar how our fzim
ITEOrMS our polillcal views. | wonder [ Faul s imperalive
o "be united in the samé mind and the same purpose”
{1 Corinthigns 1:10) may have been referring 1o similar
comersations when he appaaled e ihe Corinthian chureh
to- avoid divisions among themeelsas. The early church is
afen prased e how ey were “of one beart and mind”
vAGEs 4:32 ), buf how can 53 many peopla with such diversa
viaws about the workd achieve such a lofiy goal? It can be
easy to cling 1o a perceplion of Jasus as someona who
was always unitying, bid he often acled in ways fhaf wers
counter 1o the coftural normes of the Bme. We recall how
he fhwaried the rehigicos idenlagy of Sehbalh shsenancs
‘Mark 2:23-Z8, John 5:1-14], chose o visil the house of
g so-called sihnar (Luke 191-1071 miliaked convarsatlon
with a woman who practiced & different warship ritual {John
4:0-42), and showed KBnonsss 10 the sultasls of sociely
(Matinew 8:1-3, Mak 1:40-45, Luke 17:11-19). Religious
ieaders of the time viewed all these actions &5 divisive
rather than undying. and yet, thase are the lowing axamplas
that we ara called o follow

Pughpa Samuel
Lay Chaplain, Califormia

Mearly every conversational lopic fat lsels relevant and
necassary lof discussion in loda's soclaly seems fo have
an opposing counterpoint, often to tha paint of divisiverass
| have heard debales on — the pros and cons of sending
childien to private Chrislian school or public school, on
whether being pro-life while: advocating for the death
pemaly concur. and i 1t 15 aihically prudent to gncourags
mass patherings or aven indoor dining when e are s
qrappling with a pandemic that & debilitating many parts
of our counlry, | imaging that othars have a hosl of similar
Examples

My Dediets about rignt and wiong targely stam fom how |
was raised, and mafwratly leads 1o surmounding mysal with
like-minded individuals. However, my  presuppositions
gbout haw he world should be arderad are groundead i my
uniguely spacific contedd as & US-bom. Indian, Cheisdan,
waman. This fact is not surprising, bud i is my parsonal
biind spod. and if is an infrinsic: part of me uniil someona
althar caras apough to shine a lght on K, o | am forced
Bl v e InGmend wiers | am campletahy out of my neathy
oriered Dubble. Fordunately, | have discovered @ vacafion
[Tl remioves e fram my comidonl Zong multipe limes a
day and forces me 10 chieck my implicil biases at the dodr,
A5 @ hospital chaplain, a posilion which Amctions & an
interfaith disciplina. | infentiorally engage in comversations
wilh people abaut what supports them during thelr imes of
difliculty. These conversations aks place regardless of age
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gendar, language; sexi@l orienfaiion, culural Background,
reflgious beckpeound, mental status, crminal record, o any
oihear poientialty diffzring Reior

Fregret be say thal |inifially hought embracing &n indedaith
perspeciive was (he anlithesls of Christanily. Afler all, how
could | hokd firmly %o e tenet hal Jesus (5 the only way
to satvation (Johm 14:6, Acts 16:31), while also verbaliy
whaleheartadly afirming the tilh o & devout Hindu woman
who said that her baby was deliversd salely because of
her mother's prayers? Or how could |reteain fmm-fesling
attacked when providing spiriheal guidanca fo & Zomastiian
patienl who strongly believed el Christans wers loo
narrow-minded i el assumplion that God could only
ba atcessed Mrough Jesus? Howaver, when | rmflected on
Jesus s nteractions, | noticed that he never demanded that
pecple [oHow him nor did ke become oflended | peopls
Ghose not fo oMo i, This (& Slarkly dimsrent rom s
cemusles of Christian oelonizticn that has impactad naary
the whale workd, where: subjugaled peopls had b ralinquish
their cultural worshipping norms and were foced 1o accept
Christanity af the pecll of air lives Spreading he Word in
a way 1hat overtly demeans the faith and digaily of ofhers
dsregards how if would f2el to r=eeive the same Rind of
treatment and discounds the proverbial golden mls: Sain
everything, do o offssrs what you would have fem do o
gl (Matthew T 12)

| mel & deathly-il COVID patient whi spend waoks in 1he
hospital due to medical complications, He told me that be
was dciivaly Lellng nueses aboul his faith so that ha could
ain exlia [ewels 0 s orown when e gol to heavan, |
believe e had good imientions, but | find this type of faith
complelely unbiblical, even primitive, a5 if Exemcising ong’s
taith was aquivalent to saming poinls ala videa afcade o win
& hipger prize. How can we reimagine shat it means 1o live
ottt our failh by exhibiling 1he fruils of the Spiril (Galalians
5:°23-23) in'a way thal iz uniting and geatly inviles offwers
to shara thalr baliats instead of potantially craating barmers?

| truby believe that the ethos of chaplincy provides a
mode] where 3 person of faith seeks 1o provide spiribust
and emotional support 1or those In nead, with & primsry
focus on what i most halpful for the racipiant, As such, this
may entzil sithing in silence with someons, similar o Job's
friends wiho "=at on the ground with him forssyven days and
SEYEN NiQNs because ey saw thal his suftering was very
qreat” (Job2:1.3). Unlike Job's frignds, we keep our opirions
to purselves, It could alse mesn having an awarenass of
prioritizing the provision of basic human necessifies
like Tood, waler, amd shelier willaul sngaging in sparibesl
dscoursa. A amiliar childhood chens that still rings: fres
today f=, “and they'll krow we ara Chetsbians by oor love”
{dohin 13:35). Sadly, | do not hink fhat Chiistans an wdely

known for their love, sspecially whan angrily protesfing
with hatelul spesch, demeaning cerfain ethnic groups as
Inferion 3 ohers, hoanding resourcas, and ignoring the
responsinilily 1o be good stevards of our environment. Bul
just bacausa this may have been the patiern this far does
nat mean it 15 impossible for us 10 ferm new habits and
ways of thirking thal ars basad on Chiisss example

My core theology 15 a guiding campass for how | interact
wilh athers as a hespifal chaplzin, | helisve thal every
persan is made in God's image (Genssis 1:27), regandess
of their faith fradition or how thar fath impasts their dally
life. | belisve thai | am commandad to love ofhers in tha
way thal God loves me (John 13:34), which is nol based
0N ey and does nod dizcreminals agziest those wilh
dillareig belisls, My |[oDis noft Lo farcibly converi amona 1o
adnene o my betiefs or spiritually save a dying non-heliever
by stipusting that they profess beliel in Jesus, My role is
to “rejolce with those who rejolce and mourn with thosa
who mowrn™ [Romans 12751, [ am not passing ot Bacls
in & ane-size-lils-all modatity but faking time 1o listan o
the Individualzad coe reed and respond acaordingly
So, if a Muslim palient raquests thal | cordact an imam &
say a prayer far her before surgery, | am mara than happy
lo accommedals as a way of respecting her wishes and
providing & sense of pedce in e midsl of uncertainty. Or
it @ Buddhist family raquests that | faciltate a mank to (ight
interse aver their deceased loved one’s bady 5o the spirt
can be mwleased, | do 50 with reverance o suppedt thosa
whn are grisving

| moognize thal everyone 5 nol called o s particula
vocation and we are all meank o cperate witivin our own
God-piven tafents and spirifual gifs as many membars
who are part of 3 united body (1 Corinfians 12). Even
50, | encourage a spirlt of curiosity towards those who
have made cholces that are diffsrent from our own or hive
bean raised difersntly than us, and sefrain from cresling o
succumbing 10 staiealypes (al can lukher alienale others
gnd cauze divisions. | also ask somecne from a diflerend
religion abaut their faith inan attempt 1o lsam about them
instead of ralying on assamptions. Parhaps we may notica
some similaritiss or even be molivated 1o find answers far
aur own unansaeed questions, We cannot 2emplity Paul's
enhariation 10 *le peacaably with all” (Romans 12:18)
we are 50 precccupied with differsnces that if overshadows
Jesus's xample af how we ans to love athars, This kind of
unifying lows i not limited 1o he holidays ke participatiog
in a Thanksgiving soup Kitchen of purchasing gifls Ta
Operation Chnsimas Child it should fe the defining
featura of how we condec! ourselves throughout the year,
May B spirit of what i trely means to be unitad by Christ's
Fowe pervade our hearts and mincs, now and always. o
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The Mecico Mission was lisl esiabiished n 2003 1o
supparl the fishermen community localed in & smatl
qroup of islands about sidy miles away from fhe city of
Matamors, Tamaulipas, near e eastem coast of Mexico,
The tirsl indtiative was to build houses in Be Puntilia Nore
and Fantas Istands to replace M lemporary shacks thal
the community memiers inhabited. Keys o the newly built
houses were Inrmally handed over fo the residents in a
public ceremony in 2004. Howaver, in July 2005, Humicana
Ernily destroyved many of the houses thal were budll through
the supgar of the mambers of the Diocase of Horlh Ameérica
& Europe of the Mar Thoma Church. Eventually, the Diocess
purchased two parcets of land furiher inland. A housing
projact was completed on the fisst parcal as part of Mar
Chrysostom Vialiva Melropolitan®s Navathy cefabrations and
was Inaugurated in May 2008, This housing development
was named 'Colonia Mar Thoma,” meaning Mar Thoma
Community

Objectives of Mexico Mission

In 2010, saveral subcommittees were conslilutad 1o study
and devefop long tem plens for enhancing e Diocese's
mission work at Coloniz Mar Thoma. The areas of facus for
the messson wark in Medco include:

» Indrasiruciune and Boising
# Education

Food Assislance

Spiriual Development
Mediczak Assistance
Economéc Development

Ongoing Programs of Mexico Mission

The COVID-19 pandemic posed many challenges fo the
Wark and programs of Mextco Mission. Beguiar visits wer
not pessible dus 10108 varkous Iravel and boder Rscions
that were in piace, Medical Camps and Vacabion Bibie
School wers not conducied as in previous years, however,
Ihe msidents were provined with food prvisions and
hygiena supplias as wall a5 eoucalional assisiance.

Manna Program (Food Assistance)

The Manna Progam conlinoed fo provids and distributs
fond and hygiene assantials to the families of Colonka Mar
Thama during the pandamic, Distributions oecumad aboul
anca a monih. The residents remaingd healhy averall during
Ihe pandemic, and {heir general well-being confinges o
improve due, in pard, to this program.
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Education Program

The education of e childeen of Colonka Mar Thoma is
supporled throvgh our Mexico Mission. & [owar level
alementary sshool i run at the compound in conjunction
with the local govemment. Tuition expensas are covered
for students atiending higher level elementary, middie
schaod, and hgh schook. Through the aducation program,
a number of Colona Mar Thoma children have compleled
their cellene education &nd post graduats edecation in the
fiabds of engineering, nursing. information technology, and
medicine. These individuals, alter securing jobs inthe local
communilies, continus 1o refurn to help their families and
neighbors who remainat the Colania Mar Thoma comgaund.

Recent Visit to Colonia Mar Thoma

On November 13, 2021, Mr. P T Abeaham (Maxlco Misson
Coordinator) and Mr Akash Chandel Mathew (prachical
student) wers able to visit Mexico Mission afier several
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el o ;

months witoot baing able 1o parsonally inferact with the
residents. During the visil, ihe rezidents gathersd fogelhess
in tha chapel lor 3 fime of prayer and werg also povided
with fopd provisions. The residents wess overjoyed to
aspecially soe Mr. P T, Abeaham who has boen warking
firglesaly for Medco Mission sinca ds inceplion. Al
presenl, Rev, Sonu 5, Varghese 15 curmently seving as the
Missionary, As the condifions improve, in regard bo travel
and border restrictions, regular visits to Maxico Mission will
be resumed fo better meed the spiriual and physical needs
of the resldents

Ways to Support Mexico Mission

Enhancing the ongoing programs of Mexico Mission, such
as education assisiance, he Manna Pogmm, infrastiuciure
davelopment, and medical assistance, &5 well 35 focusing
on the spiritual growth of the residents; require the confinued
prayeds, personal invotvemeant, and financial support of he

members of the Diosese. Please prayerfully consider ways
that you can contibule and parlicipate fruitiully in lhe growih
o Ehis mission fleld,

MNative American Mizsion: Partnerzhip in
Navajoland

The Mative American Mission of the Diocese has bean
actively funclioning for more than eighleen years. This
mission serves the Choclaw Malive American I:Uml“ﬂlll'lll'g.'
in Oklahoma and Alabama and also the members of the
Mavayo Tribe who reside in Navajokand, which is located In
narthaastern Arizona. norlhwestarm Kew Blexico, and the
soulleam section of LRan

Mative American communities, alongwith rmany oferminarity
and low-income groaps, have been  disproportinnately
affectad by the pandemic. Il was even difficult o maintain
proper hygiene in these populaticns due to lack of resources
In cerfain areas, clean water for basle hand hyglena is
scarce. Mearly cne-ihird of Mavajoland households do nol
have aceass o running waker. In Oljato, Ltah, a place that (s
rether dry and arid, Ihe commdmily iz wilthoud @ poblic wall
and kacks any typa of waler infrasiruciune.

The Epicopal Church in Mavajniand has been exploring
the possibilities to make waler available to the puhblic in
places such & Oljato and Morgamenl Valley in Liahe The
Mar Thoma Mission Board has parinered with the Episcopal
Church in Mavajaland (o addrass his parflcolar concam
In Movember 2021, the Mission Brard provided a granl in
the amaunt of $30,000.00 to support 2 waler sustainability
initiative of the 51, Mary of the Moanlight Episcopal Church
inOljato, Utah. This ndtiative nckedes the repurposing of the
parish’s historlg bulldings and natural resources in order 1o
peovide the community with eliable aceess to clean wabar
and a much needed public laundry facility. This praject,
witich requires a greal deal of work and Thoughiliul planning,
i5 expected to be compleled by the eénd of 2022

Thes lunding for this grant was made avaitable through a
donation ihal was mceived by the Immeanual Mar Thoma
Ghurch, Houston, on the occasion of ihe pansh's Silver
Jubilee celebrafion in 2019. Special appracialion is
expressed io the immanuel MTC lor providing this support
The Mission Boad 5 also graleful o Br. 0. C. Abraham
and Mrs. Mromala Abraham tor beindig such initiatives fo the
awarenass of the Mar Thoma Mission Board and for serving
s0 (helessly as coondinakoes Tos Malive American Misslon
since e waly Degining.

May the Mar Thoma Mission Board's parlnership with Eha
Eptscopal Church in Mavajoland enable s to respond
proactively o he needs of oihers, and may such efiorts bring
blessings and nesded rsources o desening communitles

Rev. Christapher Phil Daniel
Progeam Manager
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TAX CHANGES FOR 2021

SIX TOP TAKEAWAYS
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1. INCREASED CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTION DEDUCTION

Mon- itemizers can deduct from adjusted oross incomea $600 by marriad Bling foint states couples and $300 by
single fifing sfbis taxpayers, Cash conbributions fo public charities are alowed up fo 100% of AG in 2021

2. NCREASED CHILD TAX CREDIT AMOUNT AND INCREASED AGE LIMIT

Age limit far 201 Child Tax Credit { CTC ) is Increased from 16 to 17 ( 16 and under 10 17 and under ). 2021
Child Tae Credit is increased from $2000 te 823,000 for Families with children under the age of 18 and fom 2000
fo AGC0 for those with childran under 6. The incraased credit amount phases oot Tor Bxpayers with moditiad
adijusted gross income over $150.000 for taxpayers married filing joinfly. 112,500 for heads of househald and
S5, 000 far others, raducing the expandad pogtion of the credit by $50 for @ach $1.000 of modified adjesbad
gross incodme over those limits. Once e excess amomi i= eliminated, the amouni of the credil remains at 52 000
until the previous tresholds (S400.000 /200000 ) ae reached, Those who received advance cradit amoonts
nead o reconcile and claim the kalance on their 2027 fax elums,

B 3. INCREASED CHILD AND DEPENDENT GARE CREDIT

2021 Child and Dependent care cradit s ngreased from $3,00010 $4,000 for one qualifying dependant and from
85,000 fo $2,000 for fwo or more. The cradit is increased from 35% to 50% of depandent care expanses. The
axclusion for amplover — provided dependent care assisiancs & increased o $10,500 for 2021 (35,250 In he
casa of 3 separate rebemn by a married individisal in 20271},

4. STUDENT LOAN FORGIVENESS IS NOW TAX FREE

Ay student boan dabt forgvenass thal passes belwaen Dacember 31, 2020 and January 1, 2026 be considerad
tax-fiea. Previsusly, any forgiveness studant loan debl was irealed as faxsble income.

5. EARNED INCOME TAX CREDIT

For individuals with no chidren, for 2021, the minimim age is decregsed Irom 25 50 18 and [he maximem aga
{65 | s eliminated, except for studerds (24 § and qualified fermer foster youlth or homeless youth { 168 ), The
cradid phase oul perceniages increase lo 15.3% and fhe phase ouf amounts alse increases. The threshold for
disquatifying investment income increases fom 52,200 to $10.000. The creddl i alowed 1o cerlain separated
spoasas. Also, xpayess may usa 2079 samed incoma insdead of 2027 earned incoma in figuring the oredit if i
rEsulls in higher credit amount

B 6. INCREASED STANDARD DEDUCTION

Slandard daduction lor 2021 for Single = $12550, Martiad filing joinl = $25,100 Head of bousehold = $18 B00
and harried filing sepasate = §12,650. Addational standard deduchon for Eiderlyy Blind — Single = §1,700 and
Efcerly Blind — Maried = $1,350 lor gach.
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A
“1%‘ World Day of Prayer 2022

World Day of Prayer (WDP) is a worldwite ecumenical
movement of Christian women of many fraditions who
come fogefher fo obsenve a common day of prayer and
action sach year on the firsl Friday in March. The WOP
motin 15 “Informed Prayer Prayerful Action.” Each yeaar, a
differen cauniry senves as the writer of the WP worship
servire, inlerprefing the Bible in their own context, and
lifling up issues of mission, juskice and peace. CHerings
collected during the sewvices are granted by WOP national
commitiaes fo non-profit organizaiions that deal with izsees
tcenfified by the writercoundry. World Day of Prayver LUSA
promodes ushes and equality for women through prayer,
parmerships, service, and celebration

About World Day of Prayer 2022

World Day of Prayer 2022 is brought to us by the women of
England, Wales & Morthern krzland. They call us fo worship
with [he words " knowy the plans | have For you™ inspired by
Jeremiah 20:1-14, The program is based on the lefler that
the prophet Jeremiah wrote to e exiles in Babyionia. The
exiles were in a place of suftering, uncarainty, and opposing
wigws on how 10 respond to the moment. Through the WOP
service, we will be able to hear the stories of women who
ieel exciudad, lislen to the fear of a chikd refupee, and leam
to see the context of a mufi-ethnic, mukti-culiural, and
mulii-faith sociely in England, Waks & MNorthern breland,
For Jeremigh, God's plan was clear, and we share this
assurance by celebrating hope twough our worship and
prayerful action which can bring 1o life the promises of God
whi cares for us all.

WDP 2022 Artwork

The artwork for WP 2022 was created by Angie Fox using
a combinafion of smbroidery, appliqué, and mefatwork: The
artwark depicls key words such as, freedorr, Bpresented
as an apen door 1o a pathway acoss an endless open vista:
jistice, represented by bioken chains: God's peace and
forgiveness. represented by the dove and @ peace [y
beeaking through the pasement; and e overeaching love
af God, represented by the rainbow

WDOP Services and Dffertary

Cur pasishes in the Diocese are encowraged to amangs
WOP services, which are scumenical in nafuee, on Friday,
March 4 20272, il possibla. IF this date is incomeenient,
please make arrangements o obsenve WOP on any day of
that weekand or morth, The offastory collocted dirlng hse

sances shoold be santio the WEE USA Ofice in New York,
Pleasz makza all checks payabée to WDP USA, and mail to
WOP LISA, 475 Riverside [vive, 15th Floar, New York, NY
10015,

Ihe coordinators of WOP services al various BEvels [parish,
center, raptonal, ecumenical) are also requestad to send a
short report and a high qualily group phaote from yaur WDP
celebrations to neethiprassd@gmail.com for the purposa
af being published in the next issiee of the Messennss.

Thank you to all the faifhéul women who omanize World
Dy of Prayer calebrations, adding to the powerful legacy of
warmen's work in f&ith. Throvah WOF we are given a seed of
hope and o ponder where it nesds o be planted in oar fives
and In our communities, Let us use is opportunity 10 ralsa
awarenass of e neads of varlous communities and offer
he gfis of prayers and commitmenl A saed, nourlshed
by prayers of intercession and actions of lowve, binds us
togeiher arcund the world

Mrz. Neethi Prasad
Wice Chair - World Day of Prayer USA Board
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WINDOWS OF HEAVEN

In Malachi 3:10, God lelts us how we can receiva he blessings of heaven. He leaches us about the importance
ot fithes, the 10% we give God from the samings hat He has given us. Offerings are abova the tithe, and theare
{5 tithe of ime and kakants as well o His glary by tha Hoty Spirt.

TIME AND TALENTS

| challenge all of us to use, nof only oor fimncial blessings for the Mar Thoma Church and its edification, bt
alsn our youlh ents and sewardship of ou adults. God has blessed us with healtih and leadership abilities,
and e Nave many ways wacan share hat Wil our world during hese uncariain fmas, | have leamaed thal wa
shionld havi & generous spint o God, because Hea i taliful.

BLESSINGS

Wa are blessed 10 WorshipJesus reely n the United Sales. We arg bruly blessed with our Indian cullure and
reditions. We have wondarful friendships, families and church communify. - God has given us thess hings a0
[hal we cam be a blessing o ofhers, Lighted to Lighlen. Throogh charily work and onganizations, we can help
e kst himeless and he sulfaring, wWidows &nd ophans. Ahd Dy doing hesa hings, we can cieals 3 haves
GF iy, sixdy o 2 hundredradd, Mark 4220,

F’aﬂnu ﬂﬂldlﬂlﬂgf As nninle_. Tnmpa
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NEWS & EVENTS

Mar Thoma Church of New Jersey

Congratulations

Rev (Dr} Eappen Varghese
Achan Wicar, Immanuel Mar
Thoma Church  Houston, s
conferrad with _DTh from  The
Sendle of Serampore College
fUniversity|, Kolkalta, in History
0f Cheisfianity Branch for the
thesis, “Transgressing  the
Boundaries: Malabas Mar Thomsa
Syrian  Chrishan  Evangelistic
Associalion and the Indigenois
Missionary Imiliatives in Colonial
Travancore, 1BR8-1947."

The Mar Thoma church of New Jersey was blessed by the
Episcopal visil of our Diocesan Bishop RBL Rev. Dr. saac
Mar Philomanes Episcopa on Sunday, July 25, 2021, His
Grace celebrabed the Holy Commuonion servics, and fen
chitdran recaimad their first Holy Commundon. Al ha firsl
comimunicants received a ceilificate and a2 Bible from
[hirumeni, The 23 Fansh 2y anniversary was celebrated
immediately afier the worship sanvice, Parish Sacrefary read
the parish day reporl. The Mary and Easy Daniel Sumday
School Endowment Scholarship and certiticata was awarded
o s Micheile Joji. The Ruby Jubiles celebration of fhe

parish was inaugurated by our Episcopa and i his rermarks
Thirumeni  axplained e imporfance of the  40-yaar
celebration and the mie and responsibilifies the parish has
1o the community and Sabha, May the Good Lord conbinug
to shower His 8&ssings epon o beloved Thirumenl
fead our diocesa inlo new frontiers, and 10 fead ha Mar
Thoma Sabha to attracl mare people 10 serva God for tha

fhory and axtarsion of His Kingdaorm

Rev. Sam T. Mathew Mr Alex Mathew
Wicar in Gharge Secrelary

Church Dedication

Phoenix Mar Thoma Church

The memBars of e Phoanix MTC weare piivileged 10 have
our Diocesan Episcopa, AL Rev, Dr, Isaac Mar Philosanos
visit our parish from November 4 to B, 2021, The hightight
of the visil was ihe consacration of the ne'w church building
on Mavember 6, 2021, 1 was & blessed milestone inhe liks
of Phoenix MTC Farish, Thaumend congratulaled the parish

on this accomplishment during a pandemic period and on
tha prowih of the parish in Arzond. Following the
consecration servics, a public mesting was hald, which was
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attended by mambers of (ocal and oul of Stats churches, A
felebration lunch foliowed, Thiromeni celebrated Holy
Aurdara oh Novernbar 7 inthe newly consecralad church.
Fiftean childran teceived Firsl Communion. Thirmeani
meagnized the parficipation of Phoenic MTC youth in
mission pojgcls among Matve Americans, Thirumeni

encouraged all fo be participants in various Mission projecis
of Ihe Diocase with &n e to sarving the l6ss privileged.
While in Phoenix Thirureni fook time out to visit Grand
Calyon i AriFeng, 10 engly the Deadky of fhis nafural
wordar. The Phoanix MTC exlends 55 gratiiude o Thimmeni
for his visil fo the parish and for his: leadership fo the
[lincasa

Rev. Geevarghese Kochummen
Vicar, Phoenb MTC

Mar Thoma Church of Dallas, Carrollton

Our dircesan bishop Rl Fav. D Isaac Mar Philtxenos
spent almost one wesk Inoowr midsl sisiling our parish
memb=rs and paricipading in wrious paiish aclivities.
Thimumeni mel with the Farish Execirive committes and
sharad updates on the activities of he Diocese. Thinman
also taak the e 10 [isten 10 the cammitiza s concarns and
answered  questions.  Thirumeni  conducted the Holy
Communion sarvice on Sunday, Movember 28, 2121
[uring the service, ning (9} of our childen regeived Holy
Communion for the first tima. We pralsa God lor these
children, their parends, parishioners, and others thal helped
them fo proclaim, “| accept Christ as my savior” ARgr fhe
sanice. Thirumenl briefed the congragation on differant
projectinitiatives ot the Diacese. Thirumen) also apprecialed
the parish for the support and pravars our chuich 15 giving
fowards the activities of the Diocese. We also had ihe
dpparfunity to calebrate Thinemeni's 71* birthday afer the
senice. A few of the highlights from the Sunday service ara:
1} Colleciion for the Carmel Mar Thoma Center in Alfanta
As a congragation. we wera able to collec? the requasted
amaunt iroem our parish, Thirumeni exprassed and siessed
he importance of the futue of e Carmel Mar Thoma
Center in Atlanfa and sncowaged - all members o visid and
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be part of the center In the days b come. 29 Thinmenl
recognized our vicar Rey. Thamas Mathew P lor completing
0 years of minisly and 20 yeas a5 ordained minisles. 3)
Thirumeni Inaugurated ouwr parish mobile application and
felaasad owl parish dirsciory during the limal progam o
Sunday, 4) Owr Sunday Schaol children presented portion
of [Tair collaclion 1o Suppedl Light to Lis, Two children 1or 5

whars and an amourd for Native Amearican misaion program
We wers hisssed o hava Thirumeni's visitand thank God for
gving us an opporfenity to attend a3 blessad Holy
Communicn service with our Diocesan Bishop. Wa pray that
God will continue 1o give him many more visions et will
Daceme 3 walily wiare We oan work logether and gloriy His
nasma.

Rev. Thoemas Mathew P
Vicar, MTC Dallas

St. Thomas Mar Thoma Church, Houston

Ciocesen Episcopa Rt Rey. Dr, lsaac Mar Philoxanos
Thirumend visited St Thomas MTC, Houston fam Kovembes
17 fo-20, 2021, Thiz marked 1he first Episcopal visit 1o our
parlsh

Un Saturday moming & 930 am, Thiremenl celebrated
Holy Communion sanaca in Malayalam. Affer the service
W had a puble peaetbng 10 wWeldome. Thingmenn alpng witk
his birfday celebration. Thirumeni addressed tha parish
and acinowledged (15 active involvarment In the Diocasain
activities. & lunch was provided for all those who altended.
Curing the fellcwship lunch, Thirmeni spent time with
families and was wery attentive fo Their thoughts and

fealings. Thirumen| was gracious enough o meet the Parish
[p;[,-[.-u}]r.ﬂ Gommilies members and gave them dirsctives
and advice on vaious parish relaied questions. As a parish
it was a historle and beessed day 10 have our Diocesan
Episcopa with us. We exprassed our sincere grafitude
to beioved Thirumen! for his lowve, care, guidance, and
irsightful feadarship to the parish as well as the Digcese

Aev. Sonu Varughese
Vicar, 51 Thomas MTC Houston

Immanuel Mar Thoma Church, Houston

Ri_Rav. D, 1=53c Mar Philoxinos Episoopa Thimment visited
Hausinn Immanel Mar Thoima Choreh irom 116 Navember
2021 fo 18" November 2021, Thiruman! iraudqurated 1he
237 [Hocasan NMar Thoma Yinaianasakivam corfersncs
held al Houston Irmanuel Kar Thoma Chiechand Thiruman
was one of the leaders of the conference, The conferznce
was attended by marg than 200 members fram anund US
and Canada, The theme of the Conterenca was Fuit Bearing
Lhscipteship,

On 147 Movembear 2027 Thiremeni calebratad Holy Durbana
in Houston fmmanuel Mear Thoma Chureh, Thiremeni fed
the first communion sarvice o0, 18 first communicarks
participated in the Communion sarvice

On the following days Thirumeni visiled some of the houss
of Ihe parizh, Thirumeni ook keen inferest o undersiand
tha functioning of ha church, its various caganizations and
tha mission engagemeants of the parish. Thimmen! g for
Hausion Trinity Mar Thoma Church on 187 Hovember 2021,

Rev. Eappen Varghese
Yicar

Trinity Mar Thoma Church, Houston

Irinity MTC, Houston, was blgased by the visil of B Res. Or.
Is3ac Mar Phitoxenos Episcopa from Novermber 20 1o 22,
HEE. Thirument meal e axecutive commiftes members an
Moy 204k and discussed various maliers with regards io ihe
neads of the parsh. He explaingd the Allanka Projach. i
prospecis and needs. He shamed e ided of Taving 4 naw

parish in Houston Thirumenl led the Haly Qurbana Sevics
o Mow- 21 &l Trinkly BTG, Arsund 600 members altended

the Haky Dorhana. Rev, Dommen Samoel & Rev, Rashan ¥
hathews also attended the Holy Qurbana, During he Senvica
Thirumeni conducted e first communion s8rvice, and 53
childien attanded the Holy Qurkana for tha- first dmea. Alter
Ihe Curbana, Thingmeni attanded e Public Meeting, Ha
ingsgurated the Trinity Church Campus Sepansion Propct's
Room Sponsorship Campaian by recaiving the chequa from
Mr. Mathai Chacks and Milgah Ghinnu Mathew, He rlaased
the E-book Yas, He tloushed Me,” peblished by the Haaling
Hearls Ministry of Trinity BTG, Thirumenl explaingd the
nead 1o support il Aflanla project and asked the members
[ contribude gensrousty 10 e project. More than 20,000
dollsis ware odlecied during he mesting. He also
Iecoonized the membess who complated 70 years s e
and dislribuled cerlilicales and memanios Lo [ha
Yaledictarian, and thoss who complated Fn.0. programs
Thirumenl inaugurated e new websile and acchuniing
software of the Trinity MTC: Vicar in Charge Feyv. Boshen V.
Mathews sliarad the Birlhaay. wishes o fhrument and e
church aiong with the Church Chair sang the Birthday song,
Achen also introduted “Prakasha Kiranangal,” the baock
which was mleased o calsbrale Thisumemd's 70 Birthday,
to the congregation, After the Fubiic Mesfing Thirumeni
altanded the pholo session with all the first communicands
and each first communicand's lzmily, Thirameni talked wilh
I families and fook fime io gel %o know mora about therm,
ffter that, Thirumeni joined the church members 1o be par
af the fallowship lunch amangad by tha parents. Aler tha
fellowship lunch, Thirumeni maugirated: the new Crickel
Caga hawaght by the Trievily-Cricket beam mambears 1o ericke
practice. Thirumeni visited a few houses of fhe Tririty Mar
Thoma Parish and spent fime with those families. If was a
blessed fime for ihe familidss fo gat 1o kpow maore aboud
Thiruménl a5 he sharad his vizions about the fubure of NAE
Divcesa and tha naw projects bo the families

Meeting with Houston Clergy

Thirumeni spent fime with Rev. Eappen Verghess, Hev
Roshen o Mathews & Bev. Sonn Yarghese and shared the

Mar Thame Messenger | onuory 2022 @ 47



need of endaging moe time (o Gampus Ministry, Thirumen
encouraged 1he Achens 1o colec! a |oint dats base of he
sludents shedying In various campus in Haosion and o visit
them reqularly on a roftion basis.

Mesting with English Divine Service team

Thirurnani took time o meat e English Divine Service
{eam leadars on Moy 227, Thiremeni listenad 1o their needs
and expsclations. A5 @ generalion bom and bought up
USA, hey shared Mair concems and Thirmeni ansured
that he will be taking steps to take car of ihe needs of
the youth. He also explained o them abaut the Family
enrichment Pragram and Christian Education program hat
are expectad to commencs m Atlaniz in the coming yeers.
He alse shared that God fearing. devotad and talented youth
will be appointed as Lay Chaplaing for making the studsants’
ministry marg effactive,

Rev. Roshen V. Mathews
Assistant Vicar, Trinity MTC Houston

Mar Thoma Church of Dallas, Farmers Branch

Diocasan Bisnap Bl Ray. D lsaac Mar Fhiloaenos blssed
g5, with his wisd T the BMTC af Dallas. Farmers Bianch,

from Decembar 2 to 5. 2021. Dutng s visl, Thirumen
met with he axecutive committee on Satuday Cecember
4. #1211 He sbessed tha importanca of the relationship
af the church with the Diocess and Sabha Thirumeni
also met with Youth Feliowship. Thirumsni then et with
the First Communicants and melr parents on Saturday.
Decamber 4, 2027, Thimmeni re-iterated the meaning of
Holy Cammunion and explained iis impotnee b 1he first
communicans. On sunday, Oecember 5, 2021, Thirumen
conducted the Holy Communion senvice and blessed 25 first
commanicanis on the oocasion. Thiromeni in hig sermmon
emphasized the imporiance of lgarning the Word of Gad and
fold the first communicants 0 axperiance the presance of
bod as thay partleipate in the Holy Communion. Aftar the
Holy Communion service, thers was 3 spaclal maeling to
elebrate Thirumani’s 1= birthagy, which was on December

""L_"_'l . Mar Thoamo IT'ID:'.'g-&nq-:l.f | kv E:_-:;-"

o7, There was special song writlen by the cholr feader Mr

. J. Andews in honar of Thirumeni's birfhday. Vicar In-
Chamge Yery Rew. Dr. Cherian Thomas and Secrefary Aby
George offersd slicifetions and apprecated Thirumeni's
leadarship to the Discese and the Ghurch and wished him
Tl Best in the years to some, The membsrs of the BTG of
Callas, Farmers Branch, appresiats Thimmen's ministy &
the kingdom of God

Aby George
Secredary, MTC of Dallas, Fammers Branch

Long Island Mar Thoma Ghurch, New York

our Diocesan Bishop, BL Rev. Dr. |zaac Mar Philoxenos

Episcopa, visiledthe Long Isiand MTC on Sunday, Dzcember
12,2021, Thirumani celebeatad the Holy Communion, and
auring this service. 20 youngsters raceived Holy Commimicn
for the first time. In additizn {o thiz, six commited youths
{ook part in & special dedication service and ook w the
responsibifity to serve azs Alkar Bovs: After the semvice, lhe

parish celebraled Philceenos Thinemeni's ¥ 19 birthdzy with
3 special cake culling ceremony. A fEllowship meal was
served for all who atlended. The parish was also blessed by
e presence and leadesship of our Diocesan Secrefary. Rev,
Aju Abraham. The parish is ever grafsful to Thirumeri for his
prayerful presance and blessed guidance

Rev. Shaji Kochummen
Wicar, Long ksland MTC, New York

Yuvajana Sakhyam National Conference

e Lot R v P LRt 1 1 R v PO o g T O
TUATY T3 TITL o (TLE CERENTINTRTT P ML B DA D PI ITY  E]
i Zndiml & RenImInln . SnareT  mimmERITa
2N wSSogunmies JRDBEIDTTE 46806800
MM MM EaT aJuml SellBije Tl afmImm miiarisi
oo 1o g PR T B g o R A T BT =T R e T s
e i S 1 P o 1] e R e e - o
SR ITUEMTRe DT 28I AnnT FUR T S
AA3EI BT EAl15T, Bed WIRT . R{EITUT) AR SENT: RG]
03, Sapmoss 938 aforemilamamt opAlmbseces), adlel
RO L0 WA il /I 0% STRAGME b, BMW)E, MADH
i 1 U R 1 o O 1 L P BT ot 1T
18 IARONHMDE IRy EmEme mmbel, [sEasl mimy
gall nuagims & 15leH8s Ot emmymie M Mian]
Wiy} A[RIMMD ST{ASH MY GRE] D0, IS
MUl (Z[ANTUM SO [pIMAAITT 00t e [l 20mp, pomimg
SUG DI [0 SEe ilédEmaim
pl R Aetm (Shmlnl Dsrs alais Dl o
g FO T R 1 B O o 1 1] R T
Pl G e ] s e ST e (TabE 18 Jo @ 2 Timy

Mrueiud 2-a orugsiloed s aonerame meal aan
2GS manoily) mamenmblel aveadaoniiee ok
(o L Taa il i aTkTrsn axamaumilecs Sge aiEmmel|e
[earud e wassmmy e oxabundlong @ Fansm aomd

T SdRIaRa00 T AU, RN AT
o N o PO R 0 o R b o 10 Ty (R
N3] P T oo O g 1 11| R 3 4 P
SR RnaEgRr BTG ik smed, GSmi
vy B B oy o o O T ] e e ol g A Tl o 10 T
ATIEEle MEDaTmrd dadl meoial 2020-21 8
FIEET T e Sl Tl 318 g [ UEIMmTIe &40 al 8 5
o s ey YR o o e o ol e L ] R et 1 ]
B T 11T o] o R T 0 R e e ] T T
SOHEMATIG T DT, S0 E0 300 8 T80 mINEsT
TeEUfs, [SRREITS A00EMTOAl IUSsTHI adlesued
| L O P 1 1 T s 11 e O 1 BT 1T
AR [Fuem Q1RO EmTe nuoemd |
SEIETE BRI 3N0EmmIa] W] rumTars|e Mgemdas
ETLICH] S TR 6 D 20 0 T L T T 15 10 S D L
Al RIGSESEIAT SRl aidflgldl 68 6T el
TUE] ORI T RSTIT el NS e
AT BE] S0ls mamAnaITENm] DEImIiuE oo
DTTORINNAIND S3UKT GRS wWD|FUals ot 3m F0ard]
WATle A2 S [IMITDEN -2 MESI[ (D8l 21D @l
TymnlaE mEangeaes D0swl AT ol ssea]es
BT OE ETmETimily

et 13 Wl ol porube e S e X omafad aaekd
asfiemmia WS duede smdidhn Midal misdoniss

Mew Thicmio I'I":?:'.La.:-.-qr.-r Foarp e i _-:--,--- ' "1',-'



Doy |adEdAHET DG AxieDmIal @Sikd Nl
0Lk, g neadary kg CHOMMORI (&g odl &k
e[l AR INESRET AT ArPDITINGD e (R0 ] G
BRSO ITHINIG lom e e g (0ldlgl mysdmg
MM 4Me «10M @Imades adenumadn oo
allgfid DOm0 Gd B[] EMOMMin MOHL BOIKED
¥al EENUSEMEe WS adfgned  glamals ool
e ol aomgmy apegeil Fendwome &amfm (i)
DIDEMDIND W MU|H S MISaje Rein i
ATl (e FREKT TR e MRkl af IS
Ol MHEIM D Al ]SO &l n el ams], e
A0OMAT Wwmmatan@emaiin’ fineeh oigWla) o
Slemgiagins mmneesyd @emIniias FEIMT Sy
dnl]  Eweloy  ewd eofous a0 aflesmokonomd
et TV e 0 0 TP RN, S N st o & by,
BT U naNy Myl e sugest amelnd (ot
mped sedel s avamunesedien okl Send” oo
1036 maent, B MHLamaI depeaant el g (Slofgl
A oma I adleld gl gllaand ool Sleod’ mmd
1625 M. cdadd Slend momsd 1TE dhmmundsesl o)
deplla  oflomyss moiE eaoEndT AETIn . TR
gy ekl rud gl amdanaond, moikoed s mxnpomeca
R SOl BT A0 ST O TR ST
it 23|

£ IS0 A eI e il [almiliéaial mogeum
e aaiimd myol (wndonily mie] el «ppnge
Gl gl MUeRISTI {0 O EdEn; G DIMIEY A6
e dlomo AE0MAn afellmieseoolol ol R
(0], @ JEWa00BmirT eair miesoemiood woermiog
milrmgge . ofad ooy e me bl aimd
i mudosimilang ez’ adohn e o fime oleaie
i R ) ad e WIE AP R0 L RO FURTE. T 6
(eyaeml L awent,

MR 14 amamnrFal aunilas Eeafad ol &0
BT T BRI S Saimiea 600 fpiamilsmam ofiel
mieaTE SMTER MRS ST ARTlmIEE s mSm
TR T Y AT O TN - D o TR TR M T 2 TN D3
EITHTOR )G 6 IR ODmDmATT mnesmi momsnsmd (el
M EATHTU R e ARG TR Mlnl THEHIOTRRIETT wJaTTH mar]
M) 4603 RAaJeme 930 afaamiemint . aqubiedaaddan
ERITyr. e mIshod Woodessnd Eoeml minem
Ml TR0 NQEe DOImjenid daemme ain
£ T (T ] i (77l 3o it agpnarunenml. 2andnd saa
2SO D50 wliBe AR EDADE w R ERS0 gll R e il m
BRI A6] SA RN BT TSmO SRR TR
SR e R e T T

MATRIMONIAL

B 1adhomite parents invile proposals for their

NELWD CLERGY HOS5IGNED TO THE

DIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA AND EURDPE

Rev. Manu Varghese
MITC of Greater Seailie

Wil Ciny Rachel Easow

Childegn :  Mahima Susdan Manu,
Ml varghesa Manu &
Miriya Linsa Manu

Rev. Bibi Mathew Chacko
Ascension MTC, Fhilzdelphia

Wile . Teena Thankachan Elizabeth

Children  : MNivedh Jacob Bebi &
Mevin Jacab Bibi

daughier, born in 0971501, 5°5" Physician
(M5 Opthalmedogy, FICO) prasently doing
fellowship In Comes & Aefaclive suwgery
in Bangalom, nda. Seeking alliance from
pamEnis of probassionsly qualitaed god-Tearing
poumg men (Doctors, GRAS & Endgingsrs) in
LIS or Canada. If interested, please contact us
at johngecage] 94%@gmail com o
+81-0446751480.

Rev. Jaxon PS.
Beihel MTC, Philadelphia

Wite - Selin Mary Abraham Jaxon
Ghildeen . Ankitha Elma Jaxon

B 1 Thoma parents setiled i the Unitsd Slales
invite proposal for thelr 35 year old 5 F Al
daughier bom and brought up in USA. She is a
Doctor with spaciatization and fellowship and
cumently working as an Associale Prolessor
in a Medical Schoo! in USA, Seeking a

Rev. Reji Yohannan
Christos MTC, Philadelphia

stiitable God-fearing boy In USA, wio is tamily Wile . Anjana Mathew
arianted with sirong Christian faith. Infesesiad Children ©  Aaron Reji.
parants please conlact through email fo: anna Reli & _
newpropesai?d& gmail_com Anugraha Reji
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NEW CLERGY ASSIGNED TO THE

DIOCESE OF NORTH AMERICA AND EUROPE

Rev. S3aju C. Samuel
MIC Allania

Wire Linu Mary Samuel

Children = Johaan C. Saju Seniiel,
Jomathan G Sk Samis

Hev. Elljﬂh Sam Mammen
Carmel MTC, Boston

Wire Sherin Mary Jacob

| &

Chirldren - Georgie Samuel Mammen,
SAawie Jacob Mammen

Rev. John Kunjappy

KMTC of Oklzhoma

Wits - Gigl John

/

Children Armgraha T, John &
Arpitha T John

PHILOXENOS THIRUMENI'S
/1°' BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION

soullh Wast Regional Activity Commities (SWRAC) region
A and Crossway MarThoma: Chaech hosled a Birthday
dinner o honor owr Diocesan Bizhop BL Bey, D isaac Mar
Philoxenos Episcopa ab The MarThoma Church of Dallas,
Farmers Branch — MTEC Hall, Il was 3 privilege 1o be
alle to celebrale 717 Birlhday of Thirumani on the day of
hes birihday. The inviteas for the program included office
hearers fram the South West Begion Cantar-A MarThoma
churches and other prominenl memsers.

The program began wiih apening prayer and worship sevice
by Crossway MTC led by Rev, Abraham Kuruvilla and Rev
Larry Varghese. The guests weie welctmnad by M Jojy
kashy, Assemixy Member Crossway MTC, who was one ol
the program cocgedinglons, foliowesd by fBlcitation speeches
by Vary. Rev. Dr. Gherian Thomas-and SWRAC secwlary Mr.
Aby Gearge:

Rav. Thomas Mathaw F. Vice Fresident SWRAC launcheda
“Bishop e Mar Fhitoeanos Sapthathl” erdosment program o
sponzor the higher sducation of twiokids from the Dklahoma
mission field as a birthday gift ta Thirmmeni. This program
Wil be continusd In the years t come. On this occasion,

Hosted by South West Regional Activity Committee

|

Rev, Abraham Kuruvilla lzinched & CARE program by tha
Crossway MTC though which fheay provide assistance o the
Afghan rafugess. Thera was also a presentalion about the
dtianta Carmel Cerler, with a parsonal experience sharad by
Mis. Elsy Aliraham - Assembdy Member of The MarThoma
Church of Callas, Carroliton

Lincesan arpaniz@tion secrelares, Senior Feliowship -
M. Easaw Maliakal, MTVEA — MY Sam Alex and Yuvajana
Sakhyam — ks, Bijl Joby eosveyed heir Dinhday wishes
lo Thirumsani.

Thirumenl in hs addmss 1o the inviteas, remembered all tha
impartant peogie who were involed in guiding lim through
his ministry. He thanked evaryome who attended the avent.

Tha invilees wame sened dinner and entartained with
melodious songs from local arfists — Mr, Slex Fappachan
M5 Soaja David and M Selvin SEnley. The meeting
engad with voie of thanks by Mr Jibin Mathew — SWRAG
ACCOUNTTEM.

The main coordingtors of the program ware M. Jajy Koshy
hr. Ehaji Ramapuram ard Mr. Aby Geonge

=P

. Mar Thame Mie BEe e | Jorvicwy -_'-.-,--_._

Rev. Sherin Varghese Dommen
The Chizaga MTC

Wiife Jency Elizabeth John

{

Children Mezsy Susan Jomimen

Diocesan Clergy Conference 2021

The Annual [Hocesan Clengy Conlerence was Deld on
Oclober 28-29, 2027 at Carmed Mar Thoma Candar, Adlanlz.
The Theme of the conference was Pastoral Gare: Providing
Hope and Healing. Diecesan Bishop RL Rev. Dr ksaac
Mar Phigeenos Thimmens, Rev. Lamy Vaughese, Dr Raj
Madella were the main spaskars of the conference. Rey,
Biju F Simon and Rev. Gaorge Abraham lad the Bibls Study
and Davaiion respectively. Ms. Anita £ J. Minan led tha
sasslon af Visa Process in US, Bt Bey. Domman Gaosgs tha
Eizhop of Kollam-Kolizakkara Diocese of CS1 Church-also
participalad the mesling

Mar Thome Messenger | ko 202 . 53
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BIBLE CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Winners List for October / November / December 2021 Crossword Puzzle

ianfu Mathews

Or. Susan Alex

Laty Elias

Geanma Sage AgularGr 3
Laniden Philip Aouiar(Gr 6}
Paul J 1zaae

MNancy Varghsa

Uzha Sara Thomas
Ameya Abvaham(Gr3)
Diya AbrahamiEr8)
Mathew T. Mathew

Sara Fhilip

Meathi Prasad
Actiamima Jacob
Sesamsa Abraham
Susan Abraham
Saramma Mathaw
Joanna Zachariah{Gr 1)
T.G. Zachariah

Rincy Mathew
Areramma Abraham

K. Jatih

Aecension MTC PA
Atianta MTC, JK.TH
Badtimare MG, MO
Gamme MTG, Boston
Cammet MTC, Boston
Canme MTC, Boston
Detroit MTC, K
Datrolt MTC, K
Ebenezer MTC | WY
Ebenegar MTC | NY
Epiphary MTE, Y
imimanugl MTC, Houston
Jerugalem MTC, CT
Lorg Istand MTG, BY
Long kiand MTE, KY
Long lzkand MTE, KY
WTC Dallas Farmers Br
WTC Oklahnma

WTG Cklghoima
WTCO. Carrolton
Phisadelphia MTG, PA
Phiadelphia MTC, PA

HEBYUBENRER

[
=k

g 3

EBRY B KE

Kunjamne Jaoob
Sangeetha A Thamas(Gr 6]
Susan Mathaws
Thasarme! Alexander
Martamma John
Lina T Philig

i Prathik W Pralip
Srsamana Varmhesa
Alica Thormas

Pliffegy Mathew
Chacla John

Elsy Philig

Owmana Rajea

Regi Malhew
Sararmma Fajan

Lifly M Varghese
Nichil Maghew |Gr B)
Shawn Varghase
Thormas Warghese
Yishal Mathew (Gi &)
Achamma Chacko
TA Mathaw

Phiadelphia MTC, BA
Fhiadelphia MTC, FA
Phiadalphia MTC, Pa
Phiadelphia MTS, PA
Sehion MTC , Dallas
St Luka BITC, Florida
SL LUK TG, Forida
St Paters MTC
atJames MTC NY
atJohn’s MTC M
Staten lsland MTC, KY
Staten lsland MTC, NY
Staten lzland MTC, KY
Stalen Island MTC, Ky
Staten Islang MTC, WY
Trinity MTC Howston
Trinity MTC Howsten
Trinlty BTC Houstan
Tiiniby MTC Bowston
Trinity MTC Houston
Trinity MTC, Houston
Trinity MTC, Houston

Answer Key for Bible Crossword Puzzie - April, May June 2021 lssue

. Mar Thoma Messenger  forucy %,

BIBLE CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Bible Crossword Puzzle as in NIV: Jeremiah 13-22

ACross:

1. Can the lzepard change its spots® Maitker can you da gl;ll;u;l wha
are b EaG BVE.

T " G Ieey o e Loid o God before youl feel

& " Iwill make their widows= mors than #e send ol tha

s
B " Inthi place ] wll the plre of Judah ard Jeussam

10,7 N havs sesn your detssiahls
unclean?

How lonug will pou be

11, The Lond s, " oonewill _ onthe threne of Cawied o ule
amyrrne i Jizlah”

12" A mzn who gaing riches by unjusi mears, in the wil
prove b e s bl

4.7 0 et Almighey, yan amine the nghlsms and the
hegrt e mird,

{6, * Bacuuse they have farzakan the
worzhipad cibar gode ™

17, “Teey will of dzadly dizeazes,

. " for the azka of yaur name [he Lord's] do nod LB,
23 The Lord beaught the lepselibes up out of the land of the

23, TLET o ey e Nory Wil iens as my people bas suleed a
Origvous

24, “Theze whehed people, who redusa o listen to my Lo s} words,

whn foilow the ol Beir peaits Wt De compieiely usaEss

of their Sod and have

Down;

1 |uslica every MAMing; reseue imm e band of e
cppreaay, the one who s been pbbed.

-]

27| will kinde an fire: in e gales of Jenassdem, 1 you do
ok by e e keap Re Sabloth &y holy,

A" Dl bring berrserment and

fawe ol changed Ter wiys

nn Yy paaple o they

1. " | e Lord sesnch the hearts-erd e mand

G g

well,

——the cauze of e poor end needy and 3o all wenl

" e e gt the Lord and folowed sl

gocke.”
13, " The Lord b= with me like a mighty warmon samy will

stumbe and nol prevail.”

Pe, " 1wl dllos mo OF MGy OF GOmpasson 1o keep me irm
GESng e

15, "Kesp the Sabhath day hely = yilir feredathers

16, " Fof ':,ll}l,. Are el o baen these Ahen K 035 Bl |
Eome II||-|.Q| e Files ol i pfce”

e TI-:—', :Ju;'a',ll.' e 1o mangen IIIE:.' o ol s ther
1O, Wy anger will kindlea fhiat wwell bumn agaened you.

0.7 | haye bound the whele houze of lsmai and Judzh 1o me, t be
I¥ig pecple lor my

Deadline for Answers : February 25, 202

Please send by email only Email Id: varampath23@msn.com
Phone via Whatapp/Message : 978-930-1578(C)
Desails to Tnclude: Mame, Dhurch, State, Geade § children
Compled by : Philp Manuel & Laila &nie Philip, Carmel M.T.C., Boston

Mar Thama rl'ln';';-::r.q-n-r Joracy ;-"[.:'.-:; - .
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Best Complimenty Fromw

THOMSONS

cl & T()lll\

Offering low fares to Trivandrum,
Hyderabad, Mumbai, Delhi, Calcutta,

Our mission at Thomsons Travel is to provide excellent
customer service and competitive fares on all your travel needs.

Call us today to receive the best in value and service!

Visit Us:
216-03 Jamaica Avenue FOR EMERGENCY

Queens Village, NY 11428
Call Us: ! C L 51-54‘355 3215

718-468-4200 OR 516- 25’5]4919
E-Mail Us:

sa%es@thumsanstravel.cc;ﬁﬂ thomsor s a—
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