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MESSAGE | THE
FROM I METROPOLITAN

g.:ﬂ ;ny beloved,

Greetings to you all in the name of Christ Jesus!

We cejebrated India's TE™ Independence Day on 157
August 2022. K was not liberation from foreign domination
alone thatthe people of India aspired for during the freedom
struggle. but Hberation from all kinds of supersttion,
hunger, and caste decrimination. Under the auspscas of
the Miranam- Maramon Diocese, we celebrated his year's
independence Day on 15 August in a public mesating
organized at Or. Alexander Mar Thoma Valiya Metropolitan
Memonial Auditorium. Giobal cilizen Dr. Ehashi Tharoor MP
artended the program as the chief goest Itwas an occasion
for reminiscing about India’s progrese and struggles as
well as the pain and suffering that she s experiencing
today. The event aten helpad 1 bing back to mamory the
history of India’s Ghristian minanty in conmection with the
freadom struggle and the contributions of the Chekstian
community towands the development of Indian villages.

Some pertinent questions at is tme are” How many in
the country are expenancing postical and social safisfacton?
How mary out of over 130 crores people have been able to attain

an average standard of living and enjoy natural justice offered by
the constitution? India today is expenercing the highest unemployment
in e fast 45 years (Center for Moniioring Indian Economy). Dunng last

July alone, 1.30 crorz personz becams unemployed. The super-nich are
becoming ncher day by day. Frices of essential articles have also been increasing

continuousky.

Another serious threat to our freedom is the official Language Comimittee report of the
Parliamant submitted befora tha President [t includes the controvarsial recommendation
io disqualify candidates who are non-proficient in Hindi while applying for vacanckes in
the Central Governmant. [ this is @pproved into iaw, doors will bae st to candidates from
these states that do not use Hindi The repart also says that action will be taken against
thase officials in the Central Government who show reluctance (n using Hindi. This is
a direct attack an the multilingual hesitage of India and i against equal consideration
of all 32 languages included in Schedule & of our Constitution.. india has different
languages, cultures, ana faiths. Linguistic diversity is equally necessary as biodivarsity
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tor Iha statelity of the nation. (1 the freedom wa achieved
poditically must spread info the vanous levels of sociely
linguistic freedom is quintessential.

Praise be to God for the blessing In being able to conduct
the Sabha Pradhénidhi Mandalam in Thiravalla at the Dr
Alexander Mar Thoma Valiva Metropolitan Memorial
Hall rom the 13% to the 15" of September. A word of
appreciation and thanks o the Mandslam mambers o
their valuable presence and meaninglul participation in
all the proceedings at the meeting. The topic of study for
this vear's Sabha Mandalam wazs: “Tha Winess of tha
Church: In the Changing World.™ This lopic should be
used ag 3 subject for furthar studies at the diocese and
canter levets and pansh levels and atter understandmg
its different meanings, attemgts should be made to
implement it at the practical level. As per the decisson of
e Sabha Mandalam, te procadures far salaching four
new Episcopas in our Cherch have started. Everyone
showld pray fervently for the elaction procedures fo be
smooth and ransparent. The last Sabha Mandaiam
megting has recognized Senior Citzens® Fellowship and
the Development Department 23 official instiutions of
the Ghurch. Evaryonsa should be diigent in orgamizing
local units of the above organizations in padshes.
The Episcopal Synod that met on the 16" and 17" of
Sepiember have ralified the deceions taken by the
Mandalam, The resciutions of the Mandalam and the
Synod have been conveyed to all through Circuiar
Kalpanas. Let me exhort everyone 1o abide by the spirt
of these decisions, and to continue in prayer, so that the
activities of the Church would always be for the giory of God.

Dream has been a festival celebrated by the people of
Kerata, cutbng across caszte and community. People
nave viewed Cnam as a festival of unity transcending all
the religious connotations inherently attached to it Al
Malayalses celabrated Dnam in the month of September

Teachars Day was on Seplember 5" How noble is the
dedicated services of teachers. 1t ks not an exaggeration
10 say that the responsibility of the building up of society
and the nation is with the tsachking commun®y. | praize
the Lord for all our teachers. We observed Septambar
10 as World Suicide Prevention Day 0 iz painful that
the number of those who commat suicide have bean
growing. Let us pray for a healthy society. It'is onby
Approprigie thal we creal® awaren23s aboul sucides
and against drug ese inour parshes.

The service of consecration of Holy Mooron was held
at St Thomas Mar Thoma Church, Thiruvalla, on 18th
Zeptember at 7 am. The Bishops of the Church, along
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with the clargy-laity representalives, and olher office
bearers of the Church attended the sacred service. The
Huoly Mooron is prepared prayertulty by suftably biending
a varsty of spices. In the early Church, it was the
aposties who inductad belevers to the Ghurch through
Laptism and e laying on of hands (Acts 2.4, 38, 41,
4.31). Later, as the number of candidates increased, the
aposties found it difficult to reach everywhere. This,
hey consacrated e ol for anoirding and satrosiaad i
with the elders of the regional Churches. Every iime the
Holy Mooron is consecrated a small portion from the
old oll s added to the new one, o symbolize apostolic
SUCCESSI0N.

| am happy to inform you that Rt. Rev. Dr. Abraham
Mar Faulos Episcopa has been elected to the executive
committee ofthe Warld Councif of Churches (WCC). Smit
Aleyammz Thomas (Leena} was elected as president of
the Mational Councll of Churches m inda (NCGI), and
Dr Aswathy John (Vice Principal, Serampore College)
was elected as the Dean of Hesearch at SATHRI, a
Research Department of Serampore College. With joy
| convey to them the greetings and best wizhes of the
Mar Thoma Church Eamily.

The Episcopal Synod has decided t bring aboul
the following changes in the order of worship
(Aarachanakramam’ and Ghnshan Hymns [(Kmsiya
Kaerthanangal'] as per the recommendations of the
Church's Publication Board and Liturgical Commission.
in the Holy Qurbana order, in the frst Thubden'
prayer, instezd of “lnnge Mijangale Ehen kkunna
te use ‘Innu Njangale Navikkunna," instead of
‘madikoodathe " touse *visvastharay|” andto additionally
mention *suvishashakar® and® sanyasthar® In o
Considering those people who use other languages and
Ihose who have come |o faith becaugze of the Church's
mission work, it was also decided to republish *Kristiva
Kaarthanangal' afler including two songs gach from
five languages, which is Hindl, Tamil, Kannada, Telugu,
and harathi

“Chrisi’s Love Moves the World to Beconciliation
and Unity™ was the theme of the eleventh General
Assambly of the Word Gowncil of Churches[WGE)
hedd from 31* August to Bth Septermber in the German
city of Karlsruhe. Christ, the head of the Church, who
gave Himself over o death was the revelation of His
deep love for the world. Today, we are living m 3 world
which iz being continuously disiorted. God, who |ovad




fhis warld by gneng His own son, exhorls us 1o jom
Hiz plan to restore this disordery world. May we pray
that the deliberations in the Assembiy and in the related
mesfings enable us fo reveal new layars of the lpve of
Ghrist,

The Church of South India (CSI) celebrated it Jubilze
an 27 Seplember 2022. K has been 73 years since the
GSI was formed. Lal us praise God for s inception,
growth til dats, and ft= mission trais. The Mar Thoma
Chuerch has been maintaning a special relationship
willi the C5l May we aleo parficularly remember af
the scumenical works made possibée through the
Communan of Churches in india.

Salem Bhavan, an metiution estabished in 1923, was
bom out of the vision, mission, and social commitrment
of the Sevika Sanghom which was startad in 1915,
While Salern was started with just 6 children, today
thera are 331 parsnns from the instEulion Bving in Inda
and abroad with their families giving blessed wilness.

The centenary celebration of the Salem Bhavan was
inawgurated by the President of the Sevika Sanghom,

At Rev. Dr. Abraham Mar Paudos Episcopa on 6 August

2022, What |s naeded today is the commitment of the
memoers of the Sevika Sangham for ke further prograss
While wishing the best for the centenasy celebrations,
graying that the different projects envisaged for the
Salam tamily members would be & Messing

in Octobsr, | visted our churches in America and
Ganada which belong to our Morth America-Europe
Diocese and gave leadership to the annual diocesan
clargy fellowship, and the 20" annual diocesan Gavika
Sanghom conference. Or Anne Mathews Younes,
grancdaughter of Or E. Stanley Jonmes, the famed
Maramon preacher of yesteryears, was one of the
speakers at the Sevika Sanghom conference, which
marits spacial mention. |-also visied the Mar Thoma
Center at Alanta, whers the dincess has besn blessed
with a ful-fledged school and ample space and
equipments for conducting conferences and camps. ILis
commendable that two parizhes in Atlanta merged into
ane to participate in this great endeavor, upholding the
gpint of unity. The welcoma maestings arranged by tha
diccese and by the regional activity committees wers
wery cordial. That the city of Coppell In Texas declared
Oclober 11 as Bishop Dr. Tneodosius Mar Thoma Day
can e considered as an acst of honor towards the Mar
Thoma Church and its bishops. Let us praise God for
the overall development of the docesa. It s hearlening
io 2ee that things are gefting back to normal after the
Covid pandemic. Special congratulations to-Dr lsaac
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I#ar PFilonenos Epscopa Thirumen and ail the leadars
of the diocese. The number of young people emigrating
to North America for studies and better job opporiunities
I8 increasing, and we shoutd take spacial eforl to find
such people and offer them cara and fellowship. This is
o be exeécuted by the church leaders and members of
the Youth Fellowship.

Indea can be prowd of e fact that S Rishi Susak, 2
man of Indian orgin, has assumed cffice as the British
Prime Minister When such a person from a former
Bnatish colony, such as India, 5 ebavated 1o the role
of a prim@ feader in the adminisirative machinery of
Britain, 1 is both a historical moment and a tribute to its
palyphonic community. 51, Sunak assumed leadership
during a time when the Ukraine War escalafion of
prices, and mfiation are rasing dire challenges. May
his administration 1ead fo unity and stabifty in these
troublad times,

The sacond memorial lecture of Or. Joseph Mar Thoma
hetropolitan was nald on October 29 ar Kotarakkara
Jubilee Mandirarn, Let ua praize God for Thirumen's
vision and leadership. The meeting was led by Dr
Abraham Mar Stetanos of the Orthodox Church, and
Dr N 5 Maohavan IAS. Honorary Doctorates have
been conferred to Or Joseph Mar Bamabas Suliragan
Ielropalitan by the Hindustan Institute of Technology and
Sowence, Ghennai, and o Dr Gregonos Mar Stephanos
Episcapa by Sam Higginbottom Agricultural University,
Alshabad. Congrabsations o both Thirumemnis.

His Grace Pathrose Mar Osthatheos Metropolitan, who
was fhe former Presidant of the Dalhi and Bangalora
dioceses of the WMalankara Jacobite Syrian Church
passed away We [oin the Jacobita Syman Church in
their grief and express the condolences of the Malankara
Mar Thoma Syrlan Church. Five senier priests of our
Church, Vicar Geparal, Viary Bav. Dr P P Abraham
(Adoor), Rey. Gearge Mathaw (Mellickala), Rev. K. M
Varghese (Ayroor), Rev. E. John Kasseessa (Kattanam),
and Rev. \ M. Wathew (Senior) (Maraman) were
taken to the Lord's presence. We praise God for the
blessed leadership given by them, with their families,
lo He Church, sociefy, pariahes; and onganizations
for many years. We, as a Church, extend our despest
sympathies to the families in this tme of griel We
express our sorrow and condolences. Adv. P AL Gyrus
has gone to glory. He was a member of the Ebenezar
har Thoma Church, Peroerkada, Thiruvananthapuram.
He had dedicated his e, through a distmct model of
discipleship, tothe sarvice of the poor and the liberation
of the marginalizad. The Church had honared hirn with



e Manava Sevs Award at the recently concluded
Pradhirddhi Mandatam We praise God tor the salfless
and relentless pursuit of the Gospel mission that his lile
exemplified. Ve extend our heartfelt condolences as a
Ghurch

The Church has entered the Advent season. The
readmgs of these days share the revelations of hope.
&f the dark crossroads ol human history, Jesus was
parn as the Light of the world. Let tha Lant saason help
us actualize His holy birth in our hearts. We celebrated
Sunday, November £ as Warld Sunday School Day, and
Ghurch Reneval Day. The young generation is the real
wealkh of the Church. Parentz should be able W keep
themselves holy far the sake of the coming generations
The theme of the Sunday School Day is “Children to
ba Murtured in Christ’. Instaad of simply letting your
children grow, it is eszential to nurture them.

On Sunday, November 13, we were maditating on the
Anmouncement to Zacharizh. It was the birth of John the
Baptist that ended the profracied prophetic sdence of
Iachariah. John's parents wera upright, just, and willing
fo wait for the special inwalvernent of God in histony.
John prescribed new citeria for judging ‘glory’ and
‘greatness’. Jesus mmsell justified that of those bom
af women, there is none gragter than John Lel us be
wessels of holiness In these times when the contrary is
the rule of the day

On Surday, November 20, we were meditating on the
Announcemant to the holy Virgin Mary. She was saff-
sacrifice personified. Virgin Mary who decianed, “Here |

am, the servant of the Lord let it be with me aceording
to Your word,” Is & perennial example ta the chidren of
God. Let us pray for this Advert season to l2ad us to
dedication and sacrifica in our lives.

On Sunday, Movember 27, the subjact of our thought
was the journey Virgin Mary undertakes tovicl Elizabeth
and thair meeting. Elizabeth, who was the ralative of
hiary had bean branded as baran. Her concephion was
asign from God to Mary, Elizabath fully understood the
mysteries bahind the Immacutatz Concegtion, and they
were able to encourage each other in God’s diving plan.
During thiz Advent season, may we be able to encourage
aach othar in the advancement of God’s Kingdom

| praise God for enabling me lo complete two years as
the Mar Thoma Metropolitan. Equipping the Church for
signficant witessing, whike accepting the chalenges of
the times, is the need of the day. This requires praverful
support of all. and for that et us commit ourselves into
God's hands

The grace of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chrst be wiih
ol adl,

Dr. Theodosiug Mar Thoma Mefropelilan

(Covnpifed and consoldaied by Prof, Eigs Abralhaim,
Baltimore Mar Thoma Clivred, from the Seplemiber
Ahel, Novermnlel 2022 1ssies o Sahiv Tharakd )
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MESSAGE | DIOCESAN
FROM 1 EPISCOPA

.@ea&f beloved,

Greetings to all in tha name of Jesus Christ!

We enter into the Mew Year with hope and great expectalion.
The world is changing and everyona tries 1o face the
challenges and find ways to liva with it. The caulicn that
is raized by nations relates much fo the climata change
and the scarcity of fossil fuel. The humanity also longs for
clean ai, clean water and fresh food to every individual.
Added to it is the alarming sitwation in many parts of the
world, whers people aspires for pgace and justice that
grants. human rights regardiess of race, gender or colar.
The word akso is inodire need of "people of good will’ who
will affirm the dignity of every human being,

This Messenger issue locuses on the theme “Kingdom
valuas in & changing world"  Jesus Ghrist inaugurated
the Kingdom of God in the world, whareby making the
whole created arder under the domain of God. In other
words It is the process of the restoration of the creatad
umiverse, brmgimg back to God. Jesus has shown us what
the kingdom of God is ke and also demonstrated swhat the
kingdom of God is in the life of humanily. Jesus has shown
us the way, the truth and tha life while becaming part of God's
kingdom. When Jesus taught the disciples to pray, the spacific
menton Iy lengdom come' shows the confinuity n the realization
of the rube of God,

Church iz called fo be an instrument to carry out tha kingdom values. Tha

Church is placed in the world with all challenges and potertizls, vet it is given
the responsibity to transform the worid. The words of Jesus, “Be ye periect as the
Father in heaven is perfect™ demands the qualitstive aspect of the life of the church.
VWhile zspeaking about the values to be followed, St Faul exhiorts the church as we find
in the book of Romans, “For the kingdom of God iz not food and drink but rightecusness
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit”, (Rom: 14.17) Dr. E. Stanley Jones makes it clear
in his book. A working philasophy of Bfe. ‘I parfection and not pieasura be the goal, then
this universe had ko be a universe of discipling, of pain and even of hardness’. While the
world admires genius and qgives star value on the basie of performance, one may find a
yacuum in fife especially for sharing the lowe and mutual relationship that is considered
a5 cor® value o keep e moving, One need to know that, “Genws is developed in
solitude, but character-is made in the stream of life’ amid buffetings and blezsings.
Life of Christ is the mode! that can be followad in bringing kingdom values to the e of
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the people. He opted nat the ruling of a king with iran
rod showing the power, but demonstrated the love and
marcy that was expressed through his humility even at
Ihe point of taking up the cross. Let the mind of Chiest
e with us in cur journey a5 kingdom peopile.

We ara very happy that the Diccesan Edavaka Mission
Conference was hald at Philadelphia and the Diocesan
Sevika Sangham Conference was hosted by the
Farmars Branch parigh, Dallas, I was well atiendad
and well organized, Appreciate a8 Tor the hard wark,
The young family refreat and the Diocasan CGonvention
WErE occasions o renss and recommé as faith
community for the service of the Lord, The leadership
comference for youths will be held in first week of
January at Daflas Sehion Mar Thoma church. . Hapoy
that the theokogical education programs through
Carmel Mar Thoma Center, Atlanta has becoma
ueatul for clergy and faity Two cOurses on ‘effectva
ministry in North American conteed’ were conductad
tast year. Another course on ‘Introduction fo Mission
and Cultire' will start in Fabruary, 2023, Many spara
thair time and talents serving as instructors 1o vanious
coursas. The availability of resources and facifities from
Galombia Saminary and Santford University i an addad
advantaga

By God's grece we amn able to continue the miniaky
and mission of the Dioceze throwgh the participation

Psalm 145:12-13

ol all our memibers. The new program inibaled for
the waliness of tha tamilies and special care tor the
individuals has taken momantum. Meetings on regional
level and Diocesan level are amranged for the benefit
of our communily,. The lacility al Atlanta |5 being
uzad for vanous purpedes for the dpintual and socisl
davelopment of the wider community. | am sure the
programs inkiated through Carmel Mar Thoma Center,
Atlanta will go a long way in fmparting theological
knowiadne and spiritual norkering o our clergy-and laity,
especially for our future generations in North America.
The “Lightto Life’ program that we started in 2017 Is in
its filth year supporting thousands of children for their
overall davelopment in India and other places. Pray that
Giad may conlinue [0 use us to be good matruments
In the expansion of the kingdom of God, through our
cammitted actione.

With love and prayers,
Sincaraly,

it

Rt Rev. De lzaac Mar Philaxenos
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FROM THE

ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Dr. Cherian Samuel

7l

=2 Plessed New Year Greetings 1o Alll

Az we begin 2023, we [hank the Lerd Almaghty for His
goadness and mercies in our lives dunng 2022 Lat us
join the Psalmist and boldly proclaim, “Tasta and 28
that the LORD is good,” taking refuge In Him (Psaim
34:8). Duning 2022, our fives gradually returned 1o the
pre-COVID pandemic normal. bolstered by vaccines
and updated boosters, |=ading to the re-opening of
schools and offices, and in-person family gathenmgs
and Church worships. However, we are also dealing
with sipnilicant uncertarmies giobally as we snbar
2023, given the ongoing Russian mvasion ol Ukraine
and the theeat of multiple and compounding crises,
inciuding chimate change, inflation, and recession. In
addtion, democratic foundations are being chalenged
all aver the world, together with the rise of authosdtarian
regimes and extreme nationalistic agendas. We are also
in the midst of rapid fransmission of misinformation
and dicinformation, thanks to the democratization of
ominions and perspectives through the proliferation

of socwal media, wih roths amd facts: offen becoming
unintended casualtes.

Given these chalbenges, the theme for the 2023
firsl Quarter (January-February-March) Messenges,
“Kingdom Walues in a Changing Word®, iz saliant and
appropnate. Al itz core, Kingdom Values are about the
rule and reign of God and Hig Word in our lives. During
the Lord's prayer (Mafthew B 19-23), Jesus instrected
His disciples to pray for tha Kingdom to come, so that
His will would b2 dons on earth as it is in Heaven
Unfortunately, we know from the Bible that creation has
been marked by rebefion and sin against the creator God
from the very beginning: Lucifer and faliow angels first
(lsakah 14:12-15; Ezekdel 28:16-17 ), foliowed by the Fall
of man (Ganesis 1-3). The raconciliation between holy
God znd ginful hemanity has been made possible only
through the death of Jesua on the cross, bearing the
guilt and punishmeant for our sins (2 Corinthians 3:21}.

The teachings of Jesus through the four Gospels of
heatthew, Mark, Luke, and John as well as the other

writings in the New Testament provide clarty and

M Thoma Messenger | kewony 2005 4 1
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alaboraton regarding Kingdom Walues Whies Jesus
spoke about the *Kingdom of God® and “Kingdom of
Heaven” interchangeadly n His discussions with the
dizciples and religious leaders, the Kingdom of Heavan
references are only found in Matthew's Gospel. with
the parabie of the Rich Young Ruler 3 pood example
(Matthew 19 16-26). However, Bible scholars have
noted that the parallel accounts of the same parable
in -Mark and Liuke—which use “¥mgdom of God'—
and Matthawy, which uses “Kingdom of heavan,” (e.g.,
Matthew 1311 Vs, Mark 4:11 and Luke 8.10), also
coafrm the synonymous nature of Ringdom of God and
Kingdarm of Haaven

In allinstances, the Kingdom of God/snpgdom of Heaven
efers to the rule and reign of an efernal, soverelgn
God over &l the universa and our Fves, based on o
repentance and humbbe submizsion. Jesus explained
the Kingdom and (ks inestimable valug in three pairs
af perabbes in Matthaw 13, (i) the ssed and the sowar
v, 3-23) and the weeds in the figld (v. 24-30; (i} the
mustard seed (v 51-32) and the beaven (v 337 (i) the
Nicdden treasuie (v 44p and e pearl of greaat price [v. 45-
45): Through these siv parables, Jesus taught that the
purpose of the Christian |fe is to seek first the Kingdom
af God and His rightsousress (Matthew 8.33), and to
live alita of goodnazs, paace, and joy (Romans 14 17)

Sibke teachers and faith feaders are unified In their view
that Jesus's princigal mandate w His Ekklesia—the
Cherch—is to Lova One Another (John 13:34-35; 1
Johm 3:11). We are never mone like Jesus than when
wa love others. Tha Early Church has meodeled this well
willi & desp sansa of unity and care for one anothar
sharing possessions, being of one heart and soul (Acts
4:32). In his thirtezn episties 1o the various churches,
AEpoete Paul—usad by God o prociaim the Gospel
and establizh churches in the first century that laid the
foundation for Ghristianity—has alse Invited bellevers
o Kingdom ving. with numeross “One  Another”
commands, ancharad in Love.
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In parhcEar Pag prowvides 3 magnificent treafica
on Love—Agape, God's uncondidonzl love—in |
Corrthians 13, t2aching us that Love shodld be
prinbzed cver all othar epinlual gitts. The key attniutas
of Love are outlined in tarms of what love does, and
witat Iove does ot do. Love &= patient and kind fv.da)
rejoices in the truth (wBb); bears all things. believas
al things, hopes all things, endures all things (v.7).
However, love does not envy or boast (v4b): doss not
befeve rudely, not seak 2 own, not provaked, minks
no evil (v.5); doas not mjoice in miguity (v.6a). Apostie
Faul concludes that while Faith, Hopa, and Lova are
ablding spiritual gifts, the greatest is Love.

Az we reflzct Love as the Kingdom Value in & Changing
World, tha cutpouriag of the Holy Spiit should alse lead
o raganerabion and a heart for the Bospal—for =haring
the good naws of salvation through Ghrist—oompellad
by Love (1 Corinthians 5:14a) and commanced by
Jecus through the Great Comemssion (Matthew 23
16-20) Az detailad in the Gospals, the pUrpREe of the
Incarnation of Jesus—God n human flesh—was to
szeek and save the fost [Luke 1310) and save people
from =ins (Matthew 1:21). God has- reached out,
initiated, and has savad fallen humanity, the anémigs of
God following the Fall (Romans 3104,

Iday the Lord Almighty help ug to live victoriousty In
2023, waln Tortivsde and confidenca. May ihe. LORD
help s experence the sbundant e (Johs $0:10)
rogded in His Soversignty and Fathfulness. May the
LCRD God be ruly immanued to us, allowing us 1 wait
paterdy for God™s Gming in all mattzrs, without stiving
and dizanchantment. The good news |5 that the God
of the Bible is ving and actve, able fo help us In our

time of nagd, as wa grapphe with the unceramties and
unknowns of 3023

With prayerful regards,

Dr .Cherian Samuel
Agsoaciate Editor
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drivers who
switched saved
an average of
$744*

TINU JACOB

301-529-0534
tinujacob@alistate.com

Home, Auto, Lite & Business Insurance in
MD VA DC DE WY

Business Insurance in TX

Protection you need at lower rates you want. As your local Allstate®
agent, | can help you see your blindspots — those things you don't
realize may need extra protection, Most of us have them, from things like
2 home upgrade 10 a teen driver, or a sump pump overwhelmed by a
rainstorm.

Watching out for your blindspots means I'm also watching out for
your wallet. Call me for a coverage check today.

One place to help with all vour insurance needs,
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Adam znd Eva from the Garden of Edan, killing of
Abel, fiood, Abraham, lsaac and Jacob, slection

of kerael, exodus, the Tall of mankind and God's rescue
plans in saveral stages ovar various patods of human
Ristory. The beautiful world, the paradise, that God has
created and gfted  fo manking for stewardship, has
changed and has been changing from its inception
because ol man's disobedience to God But Ged has
been continually invoived in “healing this fractured
world.” IEis in this contexd that we read in 5L John's
Gospel, “God so oved the world thal he gsve his ana
and only Scn, that whoewer believes in him shall not
perish but have etermnal life” [Jn 3:16). In this passage,
God who was “out thare' becama “God with us," o
Immanuel. In the New Testament, we see the message
and the mission of Jesus Christ; this message and
God's missicn (Missio Deil is about sstablishing
izod"s kingdom values in e word. Jesus Ghrst Iived
the values of the kingdom and taught us to pray: °
your kingdom come; yeur will be done on earth as

i is in heaven.” Jasus was crucified for our gins and
has rigen to be on His Father's side. Ha sant tha Holy
Spinl o help us 1o fve and spread the good news of
the kingdom of God and its values. “Jesws Christ is
ihe same yesterday, loday and forever” (Heh 73:1).

Thl: Bibie traces the stories of the expulsion of

I(mgclnm.x r—m ' |
Values in a = [
Changing World”

Dr. Zac Varghese

Sira: Mar Thoma Churgh, Landon
“Doto others ae you would have them do to you" [Lk 6:31)

..\ ’;/-

Therefore, the values of the kingdom with which Jesus
lived @nd propagated dunmg His Gallean mimistry do not
chanoe; they are with us forever, Jesus described tha
vales of God's Kingdorm at tha Deginning of His ministry
through tha "Sermon on tha Mount’ (Mt Chapters 5, 6,
& 7), and a shortar varsion of i on His ‘'sBrmon on the
Pam' [Lk Ch 6) The valkes of the kingdom are the
mandate for astadlishing justice and peace, canng for
the poor and the neady, building relationships, removing
boumdaries, establishing truth, and leadng & spintual
lite, It ks about tretessly ww‘mg under the grace of God
to bring on the earth the values of heaven, as followers
of Jegus: it 18 about haaven and Barth coming fogedhes
These sermons, with a kst of beatitudes (Dlessedness
ot happiness) in the beginning, are prescriptions for
‘healing a fractured world.'

Changes are mevitable, but the umacceptable tragic
chanpes that are happening in the word are due io he
faure of mankind o Iive by the values of the kingdom
of God. From this parspective, we need to admit with
total hurniiity and gratitude that vakses of this kingdom
are svery bit relavant today az it was when & was
declared during Jesus’ Gakilean ministry. Howevar the
kingdom of God is an “already—bul-not—vel’ reafity.
We have a certain hope in Ghrist that it has & glorious
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futura waiting for 8l peopla of faith It 8 & future of
heaven and earth coming together

UN Secretarv-General, Antonio Gutermes, eloquenty
summarized at COP2T on Tth Movermnber, 2022 “We
are on a highway to climate hell with ouwr foct still
an the accelerator™ More than 100 heads of states
and 30,000 people met al Sheam H-Sheskh, Egypl.
in Novermber 2022 under the chadow of COVID-19
pandemic, the war in Ukraine, a wordwide energy
and cost of fiving crisis, inftation, and rising global
tensions. Rich and poor countries of Giobal MNarth
and South are al loggarbeads as big sconomess have
failed to cut greenhouse gas emissions quickly enough,
and the poorer couniries, which are beaning ihe brunt
of the climate cricis ane recelving Mde of the financial
aceictanca they need, which has been promiced at
previous COF meebings. Poor countries suffering loss
and damage want a financial mechanism that wil
give them access [0 fundng when disasiars such #s
hurncanss, fioods, drowghts, and pandemic b them,
such disasters destroy their infrastructure and tear apart
their social tabric. Tharefors, Ihare can be no doubl that
the world is changing in an unimaginable way becauss
af man's mhumanity to man, uncanng atitude foward
anvimnment and abandoning the responsibiity for
stewardship for God's beautiful creation.

However, all the changes that are taking place are not
negative and bad for the progress of humanity, as there
are many positive changes. The Deveridge report of
1247 has brought farth mamy changes during Glement
Alleg's Labour government adminstration in the UK
after the Second Warld war, which [aid the foundations
for & welfare state. Beveridge mede wide ranging
suggestions aimed at eradicating what he called the
five “giant evils”; want, dizease, igrorancs, sgualor,
and wdleness. He had a semse of the kengdom valuss
in approaching the prablem. These changes did not
nappen in & vacuum, but vnder Chinstian inlluence and
gthics. Many scientific and technological advancements
are for the good of the world, Ganng for the socialy
deprvad, providing for the alderly and astablishing
fuman rights are positive and baneficial changes. There
are also many simple people around the world who do
gréatthings averyday for others by weicoming strangers
and building relstionships with those who are different
from themselves, They walue God-given 'gitt of the
ather' We have exparienced this in the work of Mother
Teresa. There are many such sient Mother Teresas
with us teday who foflow Ihe valuss of the kingdom of
God without putting a label around their necks. As ‘the
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knqgdom ol God' 13 everasting, its values are sver iving
too. From this perspective, w2 need to acmit with fotal
hiamilty and gratitude that vaiues of the Kingdom ara
every bit mievant today as it was when it was declared
during Jesus' Galilean mmistry. Howsver, the kingdomn
of God is an alreacy=but=not yet’ reality. Unfor tunately,
the prasank reatties do not maktch with our expectations
for @ Mew Jerusalem—a city without & Temple, a naw
creation, as we read in Revelation (Rev 21); howevet,
we have a certain hope in Ghrist that thers i & glonious
future waking for all paople of fatth. ¥ is a future of
hagven and aarth coming ngather

One of the ways of understanding the kingdom of God is
by zeeing it az God's way of putting e world right with
His salvation plan ar rescue mission for humansty. Our
eafi-canired reoelicn Nas seaparatad us from God. Our
atternpt to ‘go & alone” has been a cataclysmic blundat,
because instead of gaining freedom wa have found
ourselves enslaved to el end utier seffishness. Jessus
inaugurated God's kingdom by paying a very costly
price and therefore, Hiz kingdom and is values are
very vaiuable and priceless, as illustrated in the parable
of ‘the hiddan freasure and the pead’ (Mt 13; 44-36);
it has its owWn Unigue value system and it is the gold
standard on which other worldviews are compared

Kingdom Values are vary much relevant to us now. As
The parable of the mustard seed’ (ME13: 21-32) taught,
the kingdom is at presert hidden and easy to overlook
Butiis, in1acl, & poverful and active force for change
in all siuations of life. Like yzast in dough, it works
glowly and silently (Mt 13:33). Despite its apparent
insignificance 1o many today. the kingdom values are
unstoppable because it is God's. The kingdom of God
knows nether geographic boundanes nor ethmic or
racial restmickions; its reach & universal and people from
all nationsz have an invitation (o become citizens of this
kingdom. We nead o [ook at theza values in the contest
of 'Human Rights' and 'Human Digndy.” Late Justice \.
K. Krishna lyer's comment in the Hindu Newspaper on
24% Dec 2008, under the title "Bemembenng a Glonous
Rebel ' is worth noting. “Was not the kingdom of God
that Jesus held up but the forerunner to socializm, social
justice, secularism, and democracy? He was a raging
agalitarian and an Invicible socialist and an economic
dempcral” Jesus is at the heart of the kingdorn and its
values. Today, as in the past, peopla will only enter the
kngdom throdgh Jesus, because He is ha way o the
kingdom &nd s ‘narrow gates,’ * am the way and the
truth and the ife™ {John 14: 6).



it was a cool snowy evening. On finishing the family
prayer, Damy asked his father, "Dad, why do we repeat
every day. Thy Kingdom coma! What is that? Why
anould the Kingdome come?” Daddy was dumblounded
for a second. He had never thought anything more
about the Kingdom when reciting the Lord's prayer
daily. He hugped his loving son and appeased him with
the answer "Yas, we are waiting for a beautiful persod
when Jesus eztablishes His Kingdom in this world when
the whole world will b2 under the Lordship of Jesus
Christ and God's will would bacome the discipne of

Kingdom Values -
Challenges in the
Changing World

Seek First His Kingdom and His
Righbeousness

Mrs. Jolly Abraham
5t. Thomas Mar Thoma Church, Calgary

the world® Dany started loading Daddy with more
questions, fanding him in a fi

Mamy of uz are ke Dany's dad, raciting the Lord'a
prayer every day without deiving desp Inta s meaning.
The prayer is inscribad in our mends. But as chitdren of
God, & it pur dream to become bue citizens of God's
Kingdam?

The Kingoom of God Imples the dommion of God
the King, where God will be at work, exercising His
redemptive and restorative powers on His children
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Ghristian hope is raated o the consummation of God's
purpose 1o bring all His craations in heaven and earth
together under Him as Lord and libkerate humanity from
zin and death. Paul says to the Remans, “The creation
iz waiting for the sons of God to be revealed in Glory.”
Thea diay or howr in wiich the eschatological happaning
will corme to its fulfiliment has yet to be determined.

Bul 2000 years ago, Jesus Ghnst submitted Himsal to
God's wil and revealed the Kingdom's power among
fia tollawers. He preached, “The time Is fulliled, and
the Kingdem of Ged is at hand; repent and believe in
the gospal,” and “Behold, the Kingdom of God is in
wour midsl " The megsages of Jesug in earasboraiion
with the signs revealed through His divine miracles,
proclaim that the Kingdom has become a reality. He
called His dismples to leave everything and fofow Him
How =weet he was when he lovingly appraised them,
“Do nat Be afraid, lite flock, for your father had chosen
gladly lo give you the kingdom.” The exact sense in
which the Kingdom of God has coma can ba sean when
urifolding Jesus' works. I is in Himeand throwgh Hem
that the Kingdom has become the present reality. Jesus
eiplains through the parable of the tiny mustard seed
how the Kingdom of God grows from a tiny ongin ta a
strong force enveloping the universe.

Jesus said that one must be bomn again in gt to enler
the Kingdom of heaven. To enjoy the glory and power of
the Kingdom, ona must be alerTwith an 2wakensd gt

and prayers.

Lot ug glance af some af the valeec of the Kingdom from
the preaching and teachings of Jesus. Jesus taught
gverything through parables and simple flustrations.
Hig teachings wers gl centersd around the Magical
word ‘Love” In the farewell discourse o His disciples,
He gave the new commandmeard, Yol bove one another
a5 | have loved you." Jesus taught us 10 Love our
gnemies, to be selfess, and to be compassionate. He
preached to them by word of mouth and manifested
these by embracing the cross for us sinners. Loving
those who love us &= nof the challenge for a Christian
Enybody can do that. To love an enemy could be one of
the controversial and radical demands of Jesus Ghrist
in the parable ol the Good Samartan, by selecting 2
Samaritan as the herc, Jesus was explicitty revealing
how a Samaritan, a staunch enemy of the Jews, could
do such a compassionate act of applying wine and oil
an the wounds of 2 bleeding Jew and thereby provide
him with care and profacton.
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Iother Theresa, who was the synamym of lowe and
compassion and an inapicatian to cointless millions for
her lifelong devotion to the most vulnerable, said, "It is
not how much we do, how much fove we put into doing
that matters.”

When the unfziling love of Christ fills our hearls and
overflows, il leads (o forgiveness, joy, and peace of
mind We can naver forget Gladys Staines, wiho forgave
the fanatice who bumnt her hushand and two minor
children alfve. She was filled with the love of Christ
In an inerviews, she highbghted the sgnificance of
forgivanass, *In forgiveness, there is no bittemness, and
when thers is no bittarness, there is hope.”

Jezus loved the humble, the mesk, the rightaous, and
the obedient But He disdained proud hearts. Even the
spiriiually prowd cannol find @ny place in e Kingdom
of Bod. The Haly Spirt calls upon os o become trae
citizens of the Kingdom of God, producing the fruit of
the spirit and making a difference in this world that is
undergoing muitifaricus challenges

The greatest challenge we face today is the unsinied
irflugnce of ‘Money, the Markst, and Media,’" which
ame the superpowers comrolling the world, According
to Cardosa Pereira, the Braziian theclogian, money is
considerad the controdling deity In the presant capitalistic
workd, Seated on her divine throne at the heart of the
waorld, she criez out, "My kingdom comes,” Money is
trying to give a ditfzrend face o God.

Pope Francas remarked. “Money 15 the cantral idol in
the prasent global economic systam.” Many peopla put
their trust in this transient idel and worship it with their
hearts and soul instead of merely using it.

The surge inthe growth of science and technology has
led the new generabion to excessive addiction o life-
pleasures, materiaksm, and consumerzm, changing the
priovities in their lives, The fantasies and fleeting joys of
the world are mesmarizing many youths, carnying tham
away from reality without differertiaing between the
truth and the fzke.

The increased freedom of Wfe due to the rampant
irfiuence of the ‘Permissive society’ IS aiso eroding
the Kingdom values. Alarmingly, many are bacoming'
Humanists, wha accepl the ethizal theory and practice
hat emphasizes scentific reasoning and  human
happinass, while rajacting God

What iz refarrad above is only the tip of the iceberg inside
the vast ocean of challenges to Kingdom's values. But
millions of people are Uil in poverly and distress, They



rermind us of the gravenass ol the siuation and alart
us o rise from slumber and franslate our daep beliets
into action. We cannot simply cut ourselves off from the
madern warld or appease the world by conforming to the
values of the world, but we must use our discernment
w0 steer imo the right direction given by the Holy Spirit.

Parents and Churches have significant rales in tha faith
tormation of children. Parents must spend quality time
with children and inetill in the voung minds the values
of God's Kingdom not only through oral teachings but
alzo throvgh their good desds and exprezsions. Hil the
chitdren with the redeeming love of Chnst and despsn
their relatonship with Chrst so that they can find solace
m Hm oo their joemeay thiough the valleys of lite
instead of inspiring them o amass weafth and laurels,
aurture in them the values of compassion, empathy,
and humility

While talkeng bo a yousg Chistian fend, he revealed Shat
several vouths wers moving away from his church, He
pointad out that youths are not recognized, their voices
are not heard, and their needs are not addressed at thelr
cherch. |t iz high Gme for owr parishes to start ‘Reach
aut pragrams’ including young friznds, so that they
get opportuniies fo strengthen kinship with the church
communty and enjoy the warmth of caring and shareng

Gherchas may also conduct lay franing o enhanca the
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viulhs an faith, prachices, and values that halp Hwem o
stand firm against storme and fempesis,

Jesus inspired us to stve first for the Kingdom of God
and His nightecusness. In our quest tor the Kingdom of
God, there will be obstackes ang sufferings. There may
be voices parsuading us to quil. Bul God has amazing
solutions for all our trials and troubles, We must submit
ourselves to Him. As faith warriors of Christ, we can
bind topether in the love of Christ, [Ba the roote of the
Redwood trees in the Muir Forest and by our ardent
prayers and mediation of the word of God and the
power of the Holy Gpiit, spread the message of love
and hope to the lonely and marginalized in the society.
Let s reach out with outstretched arms fo e nesdy,
and the suflering, and transiate our faith inte action as
the flag bearers of Christ o that the warld will witness
the wansformative power of the gospels. May the
Kngdom of God open the ayes of all to exparience the
Divine presence of God, in-all human hearis a3 visioned
by Radical Orthodaey, (The true spint of God's Kingdom
15 mepacted in the following Taze song.)

‘The Kingdom of God is justice and peace and joy in the
Holy Spisit,

C:ome Lord, and open in us e pates of your Kngdom'

e - -
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CHANGES FOR 2022
& 2023

[Praf. Philip Thamas, MEA, CPA, CGMA)
QUALIFIED CHARITABLE DISTRISUTION [OCD) - A STRATEGY TO REDUCE AGI AND FEDERAL INCOME TAXES

2022 2021
STANDARD DEDUCTION
single 12,350 12,250
Marriad filing [oint £25,900 $25,100
Married fling separate 212,950 512,350
Head of household $18, 400 518,800
Additional deduction for eldery/blind- single =150 1700
For married filing joint (each) £1400 1350
CHILD TAX CREDIT
Aga limit Under 17 years Under 18 years
Maximum credit amount per child S200C $3600 /53000
Refundable N Yes
GHILD AND DEPENDENT GARE GROIT
Qualtying expenses per child 23000 SE000
Maximum Credit per chilid &1030 24,000

CHARITABLE CONTRIBUTIONS DEUCTION FOR NON-ITIMIZING TAXPAYERS

None 530073500
CHAMGES IN 2023 2023 2022
GIF TAX ANNUAL EXGLUSION 517,000 $16,000
IRA CONTRIBUTION SE,500 48,000
AGE 50 OR OYER, ADDITIOMAL 21,000 &1.000
401 (K} CONTRIBUTION 522 500 520,500
HSA CONTRIBUTION — SINGLE / FAMILY 23,850/ 87,750 $3,650/ 57,300
FOREIGN EARNED INCOME EXCLUSION 5120000 $112,000
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Jurs is an age of advancament. The world in which we
ive Is constantly changing. There Is a saying “The only
constant thing in life is change.” Amidst this changing
workd, we have a God who iz unchenging. Sesus Christ
& the same yestenday, today and forever® [Hebrews
13:8]

Hiz Word will never change. “Heaven and earth will pass
away, but my words will never pass away” | Matthew
24:33]. It Is the absolute truth, It is the authoritative
iruth. 2 Timothy 3:16 says Al Scripture is breathed
out by God and profitable for teaching, for reprood, for
correction, and for training in rightecusness, that the
man of God may be compiete, equipped for every good
work®

Az a beliswing community 1et us get back to the Word
and hold on to God's kingdom walwes. His Kingdom
values aro revealsd through His Word We should be
aquipped for every good work. For that we need to
receive teaching, reproot, commection, and trainimg from
the mialiible word of God. Az per the Word, there are
only two ways, a narmow way that leads to fife and 3
broader way that beads fo destrucbon. We have a freg
willl ta chirose which way we want o go. It is our chalce
that leads us either to etemal life or etemal punishment.

Unchanging Word of

in a Changing World
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Peaim 1 i 4 Psalm of wisdom. There we ses Iwo
different people, a blessed man, and a wicked man.
Thay take two difierent paths that kad to two different
dastinias. This Psalm has baen used throughout history
0 point the way to a biessed life and 1o wam people of
impending dangers of diving judgment to the wicked.
We are living in 2 day where people are not sure about
what iz right or wrong and God is providing us 3 clgar
indication through His Word. Psalm 1 is still speaking
0 us today, We ara called to separate gursalyes from
wizrldly influences, and to 5&t our hearts in the diving
Word of Gad. The result will be bleszing and fruiffulneszs
in the kirgdom of God. We ara all invited fo walk through
that narmow way. Jesus is the way. There is no other
way to etarnal life. What are we doing with the Word of
God? Let us find our encouragement from the Word of
God, not from the cpinions of others. IF we aliow God
to implament Hiz Word in our lives, we can Bncourags
others as well during challenging tmes. We know the
story of two men in Luke 24, they walked along the road
to Emmaus, They were faking about confusing events
that happened in Jerusalem, Their hearts ware troubled
after Jesus’s death. They hoped that Jesus was the
Messiah, though His death left them discouraged.
They were looking for answers. The resurmested Jesus
kmew their heart and was willing to draw near to tham
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Jesus walzed with Ihem and opened their hearts 1o the
seriptures about Him. As they started listening to Jesus,
their hear k= bumed within them. Through the scripiines
Jesus revealed to them what was really happening.
Their doubts compsetely vanished as they wera touchad
by the Truth, Jesus Ghnst God is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him, Today If we are pemplaxed by
confuging everts in our ives, society and nation, Jesus
can reprient us through the Word of God just as He did
fior tha two men on the road 10 Emmaus. He will halp
us vamish all our doubts and can give us peace that
sumpazses all our understanding. From our perspective
what we ara encountering can be diflicutt, chafienging,
confusing, and discouraging. It takes Jesus's presence
Iy open our 8yes o the truth of the Word of God.

Letus pray to God a5 Apostie Paul prayed in | Ephesians
18] - "Enlighten the eyes of our hearl God g0 that we
may know what i the hope {0 which you have called
us.” Let us walk worthy of that cafl. Let us walk through
that narrow way. |t is imporfant 19 nold cursehves
accountable to God's waord. He requires our obedience.
“Enter by ihe narmow gale. For the gate 15 wide and ihe
way iz easy that leads to destruction, and those who
antar by it are many. For the gate is namow and the way
is hard that leads to life, and those who find & are few"
|Matthew 7:13-14].




“Even the dusi of yoar oy winieh civgs fo o feef we
WIrK el Bt privesi agaiest pou, yol b sure of Bs, el
e Kingdon of God has come pedr ™ (Luke 10:11)

Martin Luther King Jr, an American Baptist manister
and one of the preminent keaders in the Amerncan civil
rights movement, said, “One of ihe graal saiviies of
fiisfory izt 5l foo many peome Jail fo rermarm awsake
ihrount gragl pardods of sociel change. Evary socioy
fias s protectovs of the stats quo amd its (ratermities
of fhe imdifforend, wiho ae nodovious for Steeping
thropgh revolutions. Today oo vany sunaval depemnds
an o abilty fo shay awake, adiust [0 now deas,
reman waiar, and fece e chalenge of change "
The sbove-quoted words of Martin Luther King Jr. are
refevant when the January 2022 issue of Mar Thoma
Messenger explores the theme “Kingdom Values in a
Ghanaging World *

In this age of change, where COVID-19 has forced
the church bo become “The Distanced Church”
physically, the fundamental call and duties of the
kngdom community are being forgotten, and  the
taith community should awaken from our attitude of
ndifference The time has come to act wih inbegnty
There s a saying that “nothing is consistent but
change™ In this ever-chanping world, chanpge s

-

Rev. Renny Varghese
Immanuel Mar Thoma Church, Virginia

evident in all areas of the world, from advancaments in
knowledige to changes in the scosystam. Humang ara
ai50 changing mentally and physically. Somedmes this
change iz nol very nobeedbie [o us, but when we look
back on world history, we realize the depth and extent
of the changes. Ghange = the law of Iie, bul the valoss
of the Kingdom of God stand eternally in the midst of
change. Jesus said, *Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will never pass away” (Matthew 24.33).
In this article, we ara continuing our constant search for
how it 1s possible to imagine and develop a profound
ecclesiology by upholding the Kingdom's values in this
changing world.

Prefiminaries

In our discussion, when we consider the theme of
*Re-innagining the Kingdom Values i the Age of
Ghange,” It I8 Important o explain some basic lenms
and connections that most be clarified. Reimagination
does not mean expressing owr theological nielectusl
expertise; it is a theological revelation and call for the
well-being of human bengs founded on the Bible
It i3 not a call to enter an imaginative world or 2 dream
workd bt refers to what Alsler MeGrath callad the Latin
word Simagmarium™ in the Christian maditon. "I refers
fir @ Wmirsforimed capacily 1 see reaMly of 8 desper
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il Tl rnft sl peaiie To apyreciaie e crealio
Ladter™

Reimagining Eciiesia

Theological reimagination (s an important task for tha
chuech; there will be no Christian hope if we lose the
abiity to imiagine a new heaven and 3 new earkh. Tha
werd “Church® (Ecclesia - the Greek word that means
pathering or summaoned) in its real sense of the word,
w2 defing the church as the universal gathering of
paope whom God has called out sef apart, and sant
forth as the Body of Chigt and the continuabion of
his incarnational presence in the world. The church
ig kmoww as the first fruf of the Kmgdom, the sign of
the Kingdom, and the ingtrument of @ manifastation of
the kmgdom's valuas in socmby. |0 tha midst ol rapid
change. the faith community IS callzd to reimagine the
ciurch (Ecclesia) based on e Kingdom vaues with-a
prophete mission and rough covenaniast seial practices
af being and becoming the saft and the kght of thé earth.

Kingdom Values

Kingdom ks transiated from the Greek term basileia,
which 15 recurrently used n the New Testament In
the Hebrew language, it means “Malkuth® to indicate
the Kingdam of God. K is known a3 the soveraign rule
of God; in other words, the siate of salvakon that is
imaugurated by Jesus Christ tirough His saving, life-
giving, and refigwing work i3 both a prezent reality and
a luture hope. William Barclay says, "It is nota domain
but the dominion of God. We s2e then thet the Kingdom
of God dges not mean a terrtony in which God is King,
it means a condition of the heart, mind, and will whera
God is Lord of all® The onfy oplion before today's
church is o reimagine Ecclesia in his changing word
wilh the kimgdom values initizted by Chnst, eur Lord.

The Age of Change

Ir this twenty-first cantury, humanity 5 experiencing
a puzzling array of changes that wa could mever have
imagined before. Technological advancements in thiz
age of change confirmed humanity's clevermass; on
the cther hand, in this age of change and devaluation,
fuman beings are addressad as consumérs rather than
as responsible pecple in a material world “Today's
world has placed a premium on matznal developmeant,
sacrificing many moral and spiftual vaiues on the altar
ot materal progress.”

Gt Luke chapter 10 speaks about the community of
disciples commissioned o mandest Geod's saving
presence in a world that (s dominated by fake religious
and Roman impengt proruses This mession sgndes ha
commmunity of disciples’ relation (o #3 given space and
time. The Kingdom of God is not about gscaping from
Earth: it iz aboul mdically reimagining and manifesiing
the Kingdom of God 1o counter and confront e world
af imustice. power. greed. false commitments, and
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deatn with God's merey and justice. Let us continue our
search o shape and reimagine the idenhiby and lilestyie
af the Church (Ecclesia) in this post-pandamic world
Daset on kingdom valiEs,

iinﬂdﬂm Values for Reimagining the Church as
an Allernative Community

Jesuzs commissioned the zsventy disciples for divine
dedegation as an slternative community with kingdom
values: which iz fotally differant from fha Eoman imperial
delegation it ks Warren Carter in his book Matthew and
the Margins, that defines the called-out community as
an “atemative community.” it is & community of de-
impenalized subjectvities, and it i1z an anb-Emperial
imagination, The Roman Empire -alss commissions
delegatas 1 propagate Pax Homana (Homan peaca)
and impasial promises with Roman authonty In this
context; Jesus. commessiens his disciples as an
aternate community with heavenly authority. 'Go
behold, | s2nd you out 23 lambs in the midst of wolves®
(LK. 10:3). The discipas ara called toimitata and paraliel
Jesus’ mission i prociaim eternal peace and to foliow
Jesus by practicing and proclziming God's: empire,
which iz marked by “itmerancy, simpliciy, welnerabitity,
defenseleszness, and divine lowve.” Inthis fast-changing
world, i/ is easy and comfortable to swim with the fow
of change, but Kingdom valies alwaye help the church
o reimagine its messianic vocation that revokes all
ather wortdly callings in the context of change.

Kingdom Values for Reimagining the Church as
the Messianic Community

Giorgic  Agemben, fhe  [tahan  theclogian, and
philcsopher, in his book fie Comg Emrﬂmuu'rﬁ slilas
el “ihe clurch is 8 messianic community that ies
In & messanic Bme " The messiani: age, which was
inaugurated by Jesus Christ should be matériaizad
on garth through the messianic community that is the
ghurch. “Garry ma money D, no bag, me shoes, and
greet no ene & the way Wiatever house poy eniey,
first-gay, “Paace, be fn s house™ Lk 10:4-3], In this
ape of materialism, rhe logic of Tnateralism intrudas
into evary aspect of human Irte. As e warld sinks into
the depths of materiaiism and incividualism, where
&ingdom values are ignored, misused, and manipulated,
this Is the right time where the church must present
tsell a5 a messiarec community o redeem this world,
Tha messianic community that manfests God's relgn
i5 life-giving and is concermed with holistic healing, not
desth-bringing, and i3 committed to justice and not
the exploitaticn and dominafion of the poor-and needy.
By reimagining tha church a3 a messianic commumity,
it embodies the messianic govarnancs hat signries e
church in the conternporary confext of changa.

Kingdom Values for Reimagining the Church as
the Chureh of the Crucified Lommunity

Dietrich Bonhoeffer said, “The Church is the Church
anly when it amsts for others—not dominating, b
hedping and serving. | must 188 men of every calfing
what it meanas to live for Christ, fo exist for cthers”



in thes changing werld, kengdom walues invite us 1o
reimagine an eccliesiology where discipleship comes
to the community in corporate sxprassion, “Sent them
In pairs ahead of Kim o every city and place where
He Himzei was going fo come” [Lk 1001} Jesus
sent his disciples to practice corporate discipleship to
idaniiy Mhemselyes 38 3 corporate discipseship entity
rather than an indivicual entity, In the Kingdam of God,
there is mo spaca for indindualism and a saif-centerad
itz In this changing world, the challznge before us is
o pecome the Ghurch of the Crucifizd Peopis in ifs
corporate expression. Rew Y T, Vinavaraj, in his book
Church and Empre, =ays, “Radical scclesialogy ©=-a
call within the call of the Church to become the “weak
church” of the crucified God by baceming the body o
the crucified people.”

“Whatever city you antar and they recaivwe you, aat what
ie st bafore you, and heal hose in i whe are sick,
and zay o hem, the kingdom of God has come near
w you” jLk 10:E-8), This is a call to show soldarity
wilft the peopie who are facing extranrdinary confusion,
uncertainty. fear, and Ioss of confmol caused by the
change in this post-pandemic world. The Imagination of
the Church as tha Ghurch of the Crucifisd Caommunity
e prezenl post=pandemic world, and our Lord expect it

Kingdom Values far Haimagllnllsg_thn Church as
the Eschatological Community

The calllng of the ecclesia Is pimartly to manifzst and
reflect Christ's inaugurated refgn in the world as a
present reality as well as g future hape, Jesus replied,
the coming of e Kingdom of God 15 not something
that can be obsereed, nor will people say, here i is, or
there it is because e kangdom of God is in your midst’
(LK. 17:206-21). In the age of change, | strongly say
that, whethar the world accapts us or not the church
mustregain the conviction that the Kingdom of God is 2
prazent reaiity and the hope of the 2ge to coma, “Evan
the dust of vour city which clings to oor fzet we wipe
off in protest agansl you, yel 08 sure of the, that the
Kingdom of God has come near” (LK, 10:11).

When we congsderthis pomt inthe contest of 2 post-couid
wiarld, the majority believed that at the surge of Covid-19
rafigious worzhip, gathenngs, and ifsteachings no longar
had any relevance. In this pest-pandemic word whers
paople are disenchanted and reluctant to go and attend
church worship, coping with this siuation iz possible
anly through Chrsiban eschatslogical hope We should
tiakiave and act on the conviction that God will restore
the church in the post-pandamic age. Rermagining tha
church as an eschatolagical community, te Church Is
callad fo beheve in Ghrs's restorative work. Becauzs
gschatologicel hope extends to the restoration of the
wnolg creation, we snould believe in and participate
in God's mission of restoration. When we study the

history of the sardy church, we [&arm that in the midstof
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the perseculon, hope i Ghiat helped the sarly chorch
to davelop 2 spiribaality of hope and an scclesinogy
af the eschatoingical community. They envisioned the
kngdom af God 6 thair present context and s ano-
time vision of 2 new haaven and a naw earth.

Toconclude this discussion, lef me quote the Dalai
Lama: “Cpen %'wf_arms to change, but don't 18t go of
wour valugs.” | baliava in thiz age of changs it e the
right fime. and high time for the church to develop a
profound acclagioiogy by giving impartance 1o Kingdom
valugs. The greatest impulse benind the 19t certury
Natankara Ghurch Seformation was (o relmagine and
oring back the church to the values and vision of the
Kingdom of God, Without Kingdom values, we cannot
imaging & church: thay are the lifeblocd of the chorch
as ‘well as the Chrstizn family. No matter how much
the world wa live in i subject o changs, Chrizt and his
teachings transtorm and transcend all cultures and the
ape of change, H. Richard Niebuhr, in-his bogk Chrst
and Cultre, discusess the tension betwean Chresl
and culture or congext that continues to play itself g
aver Tme in rew and Tanstorming ways. Azcordng to
Migbubr Christ is the transformer of cutture in which
Christ simultaneausly stands above or beyond human
cufural changes. In ™is post-pandamic warld, may
God help us to imagine and advance the church a5 an
Aftarnztive, Messianic, Grucified, and Eschaiological
wommenity grounded on Kingdam values.

Relerences

e Acamben; Gioigio, Te Corig Sormmly
Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1993

» Barclay, William. The Perables of Josus Lotievile,
KY. Westminster John Knox Press, 1999,

« Campbell., H A ed. Tie Future of Ralighin in &
Post-Pandarie World, Texas:
Digita Religion Publications, 2020.

» Carter Warren Maithow and Wargims.
New York; Orbis Books 2000,

« Edson, Gary. Musewm Ethics o Prachioe.
Mew York: Routledge, 2017

= MeGrath, Allster £ Be-imagining Mature. The
Promise of @ Christian Natural Theology. Malderc
Wiley-Blackwell, 2017

«  Neumann, Henry, AMarad and Spiitical Valies.
Thie Journal of Educational Sociatogy Vol 30,
Mo. &, (Apr. 1857): 367-370

* Niebuhr, K. Richard. Cirris! &ind Giulure.
Mew York: Harper & Rowe, 1851

« arkey, Mothy. Cfiurch and Diakonia i the Age of
COVID-19. Dehi; [SPCK, 2020.

»  Vinavara), ¥ T. Chirchand Empie.
Delhic Chastian World Imprints, 2019,

vl N



For all your Real Eslate needs

Thomas Mathew
Properties

Thomas Mathew, GRI
Broker/Owner
Office: 281.261.5589
Cell: 832.439 6002

2 thomasvmathew(dyahoo.com
. Www. thomasmathew.com

2207 South Main | Stafford, Texas 77477

B ;.I'I’h:.r Thomao Messenger | oy Pl AR



KINGDOM VALUESIN A
CHANGING WORLD

Very Rev. Dr. Cherian Thomas

We are living in 2 pluralisbc socisty. The Amencan
communky is more piural than any other commumity i
the world. In America, we have people from India, China,
Korea, Japan, lsraed, Philippines, Africa, and people
froem otfver parts of the warld. When [he first ganeration
migrated to the LS., they brought their culture (iestyle
S way of Ining) o this country

Ghanges are happenng all over Along with other
communilas of tha world, our comamunicy = also
changing avery day. The development we EBe in
the present word, is the result of many changes
that happened over the last one hundred years. The
advancement of science and technobogy m the last
ten years is amazing. The scientific echnology and
artificial intelligence play a key role in our daiy fifz in an
unpresidential way, which is magnificent On the other
cide of thiz innowvative advancement [mgers the fear of
nuciear warfare that zhadows over humankingd. This
fear cavses aniely and distress among CoMMUNites
How do we respond 0 changes in a rapidly changing
anyionment? However, we remain the same filled with
selfichness, hypocrsy arogance luet, adamancy
jealouzy, enmity, hardness, hatred, pride, and idolatry
Even in this changing environment. do we need
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repentance and sanclifcation? What 1s the relevance
of Kingdom Values in this changing contexd? Does &
hold zny importanca inour daity ves? Do these vales
have a far-reaching impact that sustaing human society.
Letus ook at i Irem Jesus's polnt of view.

Kingdom ol God and its Value System

The New Testament porfrays that Jesus bBegan his
public ministry by announcing the arrival of the
Kmgdom of God. “The time has come; the Kingdom
of Bod has comes near Repent and heleve the good
niews (Mk1:75).° Jesus himsell taught the values of
the kingdom of God in the serman on the mount (Mat.
3-7), and in parables about the Kingdom. The kingdom
af God 1s & synonym for salvation and seeking the
wellb=ing of all people. It & accepbing God's rule m
personal and societal |ife. Seexing of the Kingdom of
God ie the chief bueiness of the Christizn life” (Jonathan
Edwards), “The only significance of fif2 Sonsists in
hedping to asiablish the Kingdom of Gad™ {Leo Tolstay).
The Kingdzsmoof God is the announcement by word and
deed, that God is acting and manifesting dynamically
His redempbive will in history God is sesking oul
gnners, e (2 anwling them to enter the messame
biessing, he is demanding of them a 1avorabbe
response to his gracious offer® (George E Ladd).”
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I ig not that God s kingdom of [ova didd not exist defors
Jesus; orthat it had been posiponed somehow - Mo, but
before the incarnation its availability had bean restricted
and medated through 3 soacial people and 3 speca!
religious class. In the person of Jesas all that has
chianged. In Jasus, the doors were thrown wide open
“whoever will, may come.” The kingdom of God's love
nas peen made avallable to all. \Whenever, wharevar,
whoever, in Jesus" person” (Richard Fester]. “In what
sensg, bhen, du Jesus declare thal the Kingdom of
God was present? Our answer must at |2ast begin
with His own answer to John: *The blind sees, the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the
dead are ralsad the poor have tha Gospel preachad
o them.” In the minfstry of Jesus Himself the divine
power i feleased m sfiechve conllict with el (GH.
Dodd), Jesus wenl ol over Galiles, eaching in their
synapogues, preathing the good newse of the Kingdom
af Heaven, healing: peaple from every kind of diseaza
and séchnass. Jesus in his sermon on the mount
depected that the meek. the merciful, the pescamakears,
and the pure in heart will inhertt the Kingdors of God
[Afatthew 5:1-10) Then Jesus goss on to say that the
disciples of Jesus are the light of the world, and the salf
aof the garth, Tha Light lsads the warld from darkness
to light & guides the word from unrighteousness to
rightecusness, fram falsehood to truth, fiom slavery
o fréedom, The salt gives taste o evarything, and
everyone assockved with i© it preserves profacts, and
parcolates into the substance associated with it Jesus
taught them b ennch ife instaad of &illing (2, not onby
physical Kifling Gut aiso mental torturing. They have
to highlight and uphold human dignity in all siatons
af Iife. Family values are to be upheld despie famdy
situabions. Divorce is not allowed axcept in tha case of
unchastdy (Matthew 5:13-32). There 5 no place for
e, robbery. stealmg, and revengs n e Kingdom of
God. The distiples are asked to love their encmies, This
commandment of Jasus inthe Eingdom of God is guite
distinctive, Transformation of the mind is neaded 1o love
QU EnEnEes.

The permmanent values of the Kingdom are jusfice,
peace, love, sacrificial ifte for others, lorgivensess, care,
iongsuffenng, and self-conirel Thase ars the fruit of the
Spirit. These values ars the values of 2 secular society
on whichisociety iz buit; all people irespective of caste,
cidor, religion, or gender accept this value sysiem as
their foundation. In othar words, the Kingdom of God is
2 secular concegl, and its value syslem is accepied by
3l people mrespactive of rmligions and idesdgies. Tha
principles of the Kingdom of God can be summarized
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as lollows based on Chest's tegching a5 dednaztied m
the Mew Testament,

Al peaple, irespeclive of caste color creed, and
gender, ars impartant and aqual In atetus, indepandent
and interdependent but funchioral differences are fhere.
Itis likz five fingers on our hands which are all important
and mutoally depandent.

There & jusice, peace and heavenly joy which prevail
avarywhere

Sharing of resources is based on ones need.

Equality, fraternity, and freedom belong to all people;
and ame the nghis of all

It i3 & classless society. Human dggrity and human
rights are valusd, respected, and mantained.

It 15 a sscular society wihers thers (3 no dispariy or
division among peopis: all are loved and e Tar o
another Everyvone fves for othars foa. (Tha “sacular” |
mean here, s not & materiziislic godiess society, rather
a society that givez equal importance to ali refigions,
and gives freedom to all retiglons to profess it the state
has na religions.

All peopla accept the rule of God directly or indirectly

Called out to bring about the fulliliment of the
Kingdom on earth

Jesus taught us to pray, “thy Kingdom come. thy wil
be done on earth as it is in heaven.” [Matthew & 10)
It God's wil be done on earth, the aarth will become
heaver, Thiz s the mission of the chursh, “Let justcs
roll down as waters, and righteousness as.8 mighty
straam” (Amos 3:24) The prophet Amos was saying
fike any other Hebrew prophet that what God wants is
justice and right lieing rather than righteous ceremonies.
In Gathsemane Jesus prayed. “thy will ba done.” It ks
important to realize God's will In each IHe stuation and
dare 1o do & with conviction. Dbedience 1o God ls the
key concept here. Jasue' oynamic obadienca to God
ted him fothe cross. The consequence of obedience is
crogs. “Greatness in the kingdom of God i maasurad
in erms of cbedence” [John StoH). The first Adam
disobayed God and thwarted God's purpose and plan
about humens apd the world, and Jesus bDeing the
zecond Adarn through His dynaméc obedience fo fhe
Father, fuifilied God's plan of saiatian 1or the wond and



humang Thomas & Kempis Says, J2sus has many whao
love the kingdom of God, but few who bear the cross.
He has many who desire His comfort, b few who
desire His suffering. All want 10 rejoice with Him, but
tew are willing to suffer for Him.”

I the parables Jesus made it clear that tha Kingdom
of God: is organic, nok organizational In the parable
af the mistard sesd (M 2:30-32), and the leavan
(Matthew 13:33-34), the likeness 15 to the growth and
branmching out of the mustard seed, and the likeness of
the leaven working secretly, invisibly, surprizingly, and
irrasistinly. This fkeness is available to us here and
now - the queshon 15 wheter we are avalisdle o fase
the chalienges of the Kingdom, Martin Luther Jr says,
when wa see social redalionships controlied sverywhers
by the principles which Jasus illustrated in fife-frust,
love. mercy. and afmuism - then we shall know ihat the
kingdom of God & here. John Wesley says, “Give me
ane hundred men who love only Gad with all thelr haert
and hate only sin with all their heart and we will shake
the gates of hall and bring in the Kingdam of God In ana
generaticn.” We are in the Kingdom of God; however,
wa are laoking torwarg for its fultibnent. What we enjay
at prazant is the Torstaste of the Kingdam. God will bring
its fuffillment or pleritude as Hie gift without human
pariicipation

Build up Secular unity and fefliowship, across the
commurilies

Jugtice, Peace Joy, Love, Fresedom, and Unity do
not belong fo any commurnify, but it belongs to all
paopée irmespecive- of religions and pdeciogies, Al
people upnold theze valuss and are hestant to accept
situationes when thase values are brokan We, Chiistians
are remindad that theca are the valuss of the Kingdom
of God. As Christians we are obligad to have faliowship
with anyone upholding these values. St Peter, while ne
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wias in Comnelius” house and raakized & ravelaton given
to him, sais, “I now realze, how trie it iz that God does
nat show favoritsm, bul acceps from every nation,
the one who fears him and does what is Jusfice” [Acts
10:34-35). Till that time the Jews thought that they
wers the anly people loved by God. Mow, G5t Peter has
come fio 3 new understanding that Cormehus, 3 gentile,
who does juetice, is also accepted Qv God. The mumns
God in Ghist invites the members of the Church 10
acoeptall prople who are ciitzide he boundanss of the
chueh, who do justice. The late lamented Dr. Yuhannon
Marthoma Metropolitan, of blessed” memary, kept a
sncare relationship with Late Mr Achuthz Menon,
former chis? minister of Kerala and Latz Mr M.
Gavindan Nayar, who were communist leaders in India
Their friendship vielded refiable positive results, and the
pacnla of Kerala enoged it The Government of Karata
assumed the “House for Houseless Project™ for the
Kerala society, whish was imtiated Valiva Thirumeni. The
relationship betwean Gandnil and C. F Andrews was
greally appraciated and applauded by all. The dynamicity
ol the presence of Chaist between them, enriched and
sirengthened them and 2l people 3ssocisted with them
C. F Andrews never kept any money with himn, i he
had anything he used fo give it to tha poor @nd neady
Once, C. B Andraws visited Gandhifi, and Gardhijl gave
hirrs st enough money for a ticke! back home AL the
railway station C. F Andravws gave dway that money to a
needy person, and he remansd thers without a railway
licket When someang from Gandhiji's ashram met C. F
Andrews al the Babway slation, and informad: Ganidhiji
aoout it, Gandhiji realzed what Andrews had dong.
Gandhiji sent thi person again with mensy to purchase
g ticket for Andrews and incisted that ha choudd not
hand over tha manay 1o C. F Andrews bl purchase @
licket and give it to im. This type of care, concemn, and
unity of a secular e Is the fzllowship of the Kingdom
¢l God. We the 'members of the church are invited 3
larm sacular fellowshipe Wharever it i poesille across
communities.
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The Values of the Kingdom

of Heaven on Earth
Rev. Larry Philip Varghese

I have heard peopls say they want togo fo haaven when
thay die, but | hava ver to hear anycne say they want
1o go to the Kingdam of God when they die s that
because wa think they are separate things? 15 heaven
what awaits us after death while the kingdom of God is
soamething now® Or i the kingdom atill on s way™ Fur
many Christians, the goal is to go io heaven Hovwever,
the goal of Chnist and His church has never been to go
Io hedven, bt to ring heaven [0 eart. T we realized
that the Kingdom of Heaven is the same a5 the Kingdom
of God, then it becomes clear why the Kingdom of God
and its values matters 50 much.

To see this connection between heaven and God's reign
on earth, let us start at the beginming. The Garden of
Eden wsed to be the place om earth where God and
humans wers together Thay woald commune with sach
ofher and there was no death. But due bo sin, humans
were cut off from God. Flaming cherubim were placed
at the entrance ol the garden to guard the way back.
After the Garden of Eden, the whole story of the Bible
lestifies of how God would take His place as Ring over
a renewed people. God in His mercy would find 2 way
to be with His people and His very presence would
transform thair lives. This iz tha story of the Gospal But
thara iz another claar story in the Bibla about a people
who want fo go up to heaven on their own. The Tower of
Babel story in Genesis 11, namates humanity’s atiempt

to get up 1o heaven. They ined lo make a fower with its
top in the heaven, God quickly puts a stop fo it God's
restoration plan s to renew the world, not to stea
people away from earth (John 17:13).

Jacob's Ladder

In Genesls 2812 as Jacoh dreamed, he saw 4
stairway that God established - with its top reaching ta
heaven! It is possible to reach heaven, but the stamway
iz revealed by God and Jacob does not go up on it
Jacob awakes to 2 great ruth, *Surely God i in this
place,” and named the place the house of God; Beth-al
Jacob saw a connection between heaven and earth and
exparenced God's presance not far away, but thers in
that place. He glimpsed the beautiul reality, that God
wat coming back o make His home among us.

Tabernacle

Later In the story of the exoduee, Moces goes up a high
mauntain {Mt. Sinai but alsa called K. Koreb) and there
he meets God. God gives instructions on building the
[abarmacls. Amd in Exodus 2508, God had the peogple
make a tabernacie (tent} for God, and God would dwel
among them, Read carefully and you will notice the
irEtruchons to embroidar charubim an the cortain and
nole tha cherubim that sit atop the Ark of the Govenant
The tabernacle was marked as a kind of Eden; a place
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whare God dwellz The tabernache was the ovariap of
heaven and earth. It represented the space wheme Gog
dwells ameng His peeple.

Temple

The temple was also viewed in a similar way. In 1 Kings
3:13, Solbmon declarss Ihal the Lord would dwell in
the temple lorevat Even though he knew that God s
foo great to be contained in 2 building, yet he and all
Isragl believed that God was in their midst and that the
ternple was their proat The tample had carvings of the
cherubim in many places. again réminding hose who
came near that the Lord was close. Isaiah had a vision
and saw God enthroned aver the temple and Hia glory
and robsa filled the temple space. God was dwalling in
their midst and by being =o close to Hiz people, God
was bringing heaven to earth, God bridged the gap,
journeyed with His pecple, and dwalt in their midst.

Jesus as the ladder, tabernacle, and temple

For Christians, Jesus s the fulfilment of God dwelling
with us. Jasus 1E Jacob's laddar, 8 Ehemacie, and
the temple of God, In Johr 1:51, Jesus telis Nathanizl,
Nery truly |18l viau, you wil sae hegven openad and the
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son
af Man.” This js the fulfilment of Jacob’s dream. Jesus
was the connecting pomt of hegven and earth, Throwgh
Jesus, e gap benvwiean haavan and sarth was bndgedd
Jesis is the tabernacle, the ore whe tents in our midst,
When Jesus was born, John said in Johin 1:34, the
Word became flesh and dwalt among uz. The word for
“dwelt” is Ierally “{o pitch a tent.” God, through Jesus,
came down from the high place and lived among His
paopke, |Ush e in the wildamess . Jesus would be the
gne who joumeyed with pecple as they went through
the struggles of the wildermess expenences of thelr
livas, And in Johm 2:19, Jesus affirms that he is the
true temple! Jesus iz the one through wham we can
meet and be with God. John masteriully weaves &l
these trulhs together as he tells us in Revelaton 21, the
new heaven Jerusalem comes down (o earth, and God
dyseliz with His people forevar on garth!

Message and prayer of Jesus

desus in the New Testament becomes the mesting point
of heaven and earth. VWherever Jesus went peéople
expanenced the neamess of the Kingdom of Heaven
which iz the Kingdom of God! This concides with His
mast preached sermon point The kingdom of heaven
has come nearl - Matthew 4.17. Jesus lived and died
to bring e Kingdom of God. When Jesus taught tha
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dimiphes to pray, ha brooght heaven and aarth togethes
“Dur father who art In heavan, hallowed be thy name
thy kingdom come, thy will be dong on earth as it is in
neavan! Wherever God's will was Daing done on earth
thers also God's hegwenly presence was understood
Thig 5 what Jesug’ il examplified He announcad fhe
kingdom and proved it by His actions, In Matthew 4:23
Jesis preaches the Good Maws ol the Kingdom and than
Nealed many paople and cast out demons. Through His
fitz, and through His commissioning of the disciples
the Kingdom of Ged Wwas no longer a distant hope but a
oresent reafity. The task of the church is fo go out and
preach the geod news that naaven has come downl In
ftanhey 10:7-8, he sands the digcipias to prociaim e
good news, ‘The Kingdarm of heaven has come near’
They were to cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanze the
lepars. and cact out damons — and ey did (Mark 5 12-
13! The values of the kingdom wera being expressad
not 38 a way of eaming access into heavean bit as proof
af thelr current heavendy citizenship.

Choosing the right kingdom

The valuzs of the Kingdom of God matter becauss we
arg all citizens of 3 kingdom and we all will raflect tha
values of that kingdom. Many sarve the Kingdoms of
this world. s poltics, its econamics, its-education,
status, and powsr Few sarre the Kingdom of God
When we imbibe mere and more the frult of the Spint,
we reveal to the world that we belong fo God and that
we belong to His Kngdom. Each day we must awakan
e the realéy of what Jesus has dona in inaugurating the
kingdom and choose this day whom we will 2erve. In
love, we must push back the darkness of the Kingtoms
of this'age. This task make faal like afudile effort, it may
seem like thare is itte to no prograss, but the kingdom
of God is muly ke a litle bt of leaven. Indzed, itz like a
miistard seed. The kingdom is here, and il is advancing
Yet stll some will think that we ass to wait for thw
kngdom. In-Zechariah, the people ask how long they
should moum as thay walt far the kingdomn of God. The
word of the Lord comes to Zechariah-and indicts them
al: Render rue judgments, enow kindness and marsy
te one another; do not oppress the widow, the omhan,
the-a%en, or the poor, and do not devise eyil in your
hearts against one another (Zec 7.3—10). White marny
guestion where i3 heaven or when will the kngdom of
God finally be here, the real gueston = Whenwill we be
a people who parficipate in His Kingdom The kingdom
5 now, and we shall digenty [abor in the Tleld -unii
the Lord of the harvest comee agan fo dwell amang
us forever,
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Kingdom Values
ina Changing World

“Heaven and earth will pass away,

but my words will never pass away”
St Matthew 24:35

LIVING WITH THE GOOD NEWS OF
THE KINGDOM

Dr. Thomas Mathew

Horal Mar Thoma, Church, Los Angeles

Intraduction

We are living in a fast-paced wourld, Scientific and
tachnological advancamants mark swill Tansfarmations
in every arend. These transformalions are oCccurming
at @ grealer rale as we head to the fulure. The |atest
among such scienlific breakthroughs i the minsture
replication of the nuclear fuzion process that happans
inthe sun and stars. White wa embrace and appreciate
our past ftradiiops and values, questions arise
ahout teir pertinence for the present and the fUure.
A franstormation seems inevitable, We witness an ever-
changing world with ever-changing traditions and evan
some walues! We face vanous frials that test our faith
and values. Are these chanpes and challenges pemlous
or for the rafinement of our goul?

-_ King and Kingdoms

= Much of humanity has always been adherent 1 temporal
kings and kingdoms, emperors, and empires, aithar
voluntarily or nperatively. Throughowt the Scriphura
we gee verses referring lo God and His raign as “King,”
"King of Glory,” *Kingdam of God (Lowd) " and "Kingdom
of Heaven,™
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God ereated humanking 23 man and woman with Hig
breath in Hiz image to live with Him in His Kingdom
urder His care forzver. God gave man the Kingship over
His creaton in His dominon (God's Kngdom) where
God I3 the supreme King, In Ganesis 1:27-30, we sag
a prelim picture of God's kingdom and territory in His
dosminion. Y¥hen He blew the breath ol life, He endowed
numankind with tha unique gilt of seli-determination
mowm as “free will® so that humankind would be abile
o make ther "choices” Iresly. God has His "FREE
WILL Infinitety stronger by which He planned and
created the Universe and everything in it. We can use
aur “fres will™ wisely or iratonally. It can tum human
nistary 1o goodness of suffadng dapending on how the
human beings of the world act. Therefore, the argument
which may arnise "God the Blmeghty had known what
was about to happen and God should have controfled
it is irralevant

Since God has authored and authanzed “free will," He
has great regard and respect for it God, our Ring wants
fis children to live in freedom using their “free wall” for
the Glory of His Kingdom forever. God's kingship is
not & diciatprship but His diving providence in efarnal
love (the agape fove)l But sin entzred the history of
humankand through disobedience to God when the
“free will” of Adam and Eve chose obediznce o Satan.
Thic led to man's subcequent fall fram God's Kingdom,
out God through our Savior Jesus (God as man, the
immanuel) had the remedy in placa.

1. Dur King and the Kingdom

For God's chidran, Kingdom refers to cnly one starnal
¥King and Kingdom, not any temporal king and Kingdaom.
When Gods will and man's frea will are i hamany,
@od's Kingdom becomes real and prevads! Since
creation, God wants human beings to live with Him
forever (Immanugl” |mmanu- with 85, El- God). When
humankind fell int3 sin in Eden, God in His stamal love
came down a3 His son and our savier Jesus (Isaiah
714 5t Matthew 1:23) from His theone of heaven 1o
earth, His footstool (Isaiah 66:1) This is to bring us
back to our fving with God forever. In the temporal
kingdom, we are the subjectz of the King In God’s
Kingdom, we are His children, the hairs of His Kingdom
([Romans 8:17_ James 2:5) with no end (Isaiah 5.7 5L
Like 1:33). Thak is why the angel sakd 1o the shepherds,
“Do mot ke afraid. | bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all peopie”™ (St, Luke 2:10).

5t John the Baptist urged the multtude, “Repent, for
the Kingdom of haawvan is near® (51 Mafthaw 3:2) Soon
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after, Jesus staried His public mimstry preaching the
good news of the Kingdom (St Malthew 4:23]. Jesusis
God the Immanuel, who came as man, dwellzd among
humans, and He s the founder of the Kingdom . Jesus,
the King of Heaven on Easth, brought the Kingdom of
Heawén exparenda in us and rénstated our gilizenship
of God's Kingdom. The simphast critarion to become 3
citizen of God's Kingdom is trusting and obeying our
Lord (Romans 10:10). By fixing our gyes on Jasus as
the author and perfector of our faith, He liberates s
back into the freedom of the Kingdom of God (Galalians
5:1). So, when we cpen our heart to Jesus, Kingdom
of God i5 bom in our hearts. Abert Schweltzer said,
“There can e no Kingdom of God in the world withouwt
Kingdom of God in our hearts ”

2. Kingdom Values and the Good News

Freadom in lemporal kingdom values is variable and
amandable by human perceplion af sach moment in
time, wheraas freedom in God's Kingdom is based on
“righteousness and peace and joy in te Haly Spirit”
(Romans 14:17). “Righteousmess and justice are
the foundstion of your throne; love and faifhfulness
go before you" (Pzalms B8-14) Kingdom dominion
extends from our heans to Heaven. Glory to God our
King, righleousness (justice), heavenly peace, and joy
in the Holy Spirit are the notable features (values) in
God's Kingdom. That is why the heavenly host pralsed
God at the ime of Hiz birth saying, "Glory o God in the
highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on ‘whom
his favor rests” (St Luke 2:14)

Values of the Kingdom of God are everlasting because
they are God's words (St Matthew 24:35; St Luke
21:33). Jesus said | am the life, the truth. and the
way Gitizens of God's Kingdom [0ve everyone without
judgment and discrimiration becavse we know that
God's love supersedes evarything and that God Is owr
ulimate judge. Our Savior lived out in this world as the
perfect example for us.

d. Living with Good News in a Permizsive Society

A5 Christiang, our duty is 1o share the good news fo
ensure that the Kingdom of God and its values reign
wherever we are. This is the substance of owr Lord's
oreat commission (S Malthew 28:18.20, St Mark
16:15-18: St Luke 24:45-49: 5t John 20:21-23; Acts
1:8 ). “But seek first his kingdom and his rightecusness,
and all these things will be given o you as well® (SL
Matthew €:32). Jesus starts His sermon on the mount
with the prarequisite for the Kingdom of Heaven- to be



humbile (poor n spid] and urges us 1o ve for jushce
ipereecuted for rightecusness). Jesus taught s o pray
always for the advent of God's Kingdom. The universalist
thenlogian Professor William Barclay in his book Ethics
in & Permissive Sociely warns that any move “to align
the church to the word, in the name of aligning it to
redlity. iz the quickest way to suicide for the chiwch
Ondy the skeleton of the Church will remain 25 our Lord
will not e in that body 1 is true, and wa wilness i
today. The values of the worldly Kingdom nesd not be
specified here as we all are aware of them The Haly
Spirit, the Counselor, and the Steward will guide us to
ive as God's children m this world. Let oor life be the
testimany of our faith by sharing the fruit of the Spirit
(Galshans 522 23). We cannot keep away from our
socil responsibility to our brethren. “God did not send
His son o condamn the world bul 1o save the wodkd
throwgh him® [3t. John 3:17). Hence, let us...

(@} Stamd firm it the &k

“Ba on your guard: stand firm in the faith; ba courageois:
be srong.” | Corinthians 16:13

(B} Do evorytiing in fove and understanaing

‘Do everylhing in love,” | Coninthians 16.14

{o) Nof fudge anyone

“Therefore, |8t us Siop passang judgment on one
another Instead, make up your mind nof to put amy
siurmbling block or abstachke o the way of 2 brother or
sister,” Romans 14:13.

(i} Esteern -others bedier than mirseles.

“Let nothing be done through strile or vainglory, but
In lowlimess of mind let each asteem other bettar than
themselves.® Philippians 2:3.

Summary

The Kingdam of God sxtends from our hearts to Haaven,
where “Christocracy™ pravails. Christ is the King and
God's grace reign ower people’'s “fawness ” In the
present democracies {another version of the tempaoral
kngdom), often the mzjonty rules the minonty bt in
God's Kingdom, all are equal; truth and justice are the
cormersionss. The Kingdom of God s mght heme whan
we Leve God with all our heart, soul, mind, and skrength
and [owve our neighbor as oarsehes (The Greatest
Commandment- St Mark 1230, 31}

May our Almighty Lord strengthen us to never
compromise God's Kingdom vaiues for ever-changing
world values: May He help us to continue our faith
journey in His grace for His glory and eternal iife with Him
Amen.
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“For 1 am the Lovd, 1 do nol change”™ (Malaciy 3:6)

We are Wving in a world that is constantly changing.
We szee changes everywhare, from the personal
refationship of peapés, culture, word l2aders, nations,
aconamy. climata, and avean cogmic changas are taking
place. Many of thase changes affect our body, mind
and spirit. social behavior, beliefs, habits, character, and
strength. While we s2e changes everywhere, only God
i uncharging and mmutable. God has given humanity
the moral coca for righteous living. Shil, history revesls
that humankind daviated from God's ways drastcaly,
oeginming in the Garden of Eden, wiere Satan introduced
doubt about God and his plan for the human race.
The general trend ol the culture has been “averyone did
as they saw fit” (Judo. 17.6; 21:25).

Yet, throughout generations from Adam to the presenl,
people believe they have been Wving rghteoushy
unmindiul of these changes Today, the cuMuré is
similar;: leaders and people put their interests first.
Time has not changed human nature. But in God's
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a Changing World

Plammoottil V. Cherian, M.Div., Ph.D.
Chicago Mar Thoma Church

eves, thers is none who dogs pood, not even one (Ps
14:3). Most people still reject God's guidance and the
kingdom values and opt 1o fallow their instinct creating
confusion, chaos, and distress for he nations. Ancient
Israel experienced desolation when Assyria destroyed
the nation im 722 BC and by Babyion in 388 BC.
Apart froim God, peoples will do whatever sepms rght fo
them with severe consequences,

Announcement of the Kingdom of Gad

25 humanity has fallen from grace, the image of God
in us has tarnished and falken short of the glory of God
(Rom 3°23) Thus, at ha appointed time, God sent a
messanger, John the Baptist, i prapare the way for
IMessiah, the King to rule the world righteously and to
redesm us. (Mal. 3:1). It'was the darkest period of 430
vears in humran history after the prophet Malachi that
Jesus was born, bringing the Kingoam of God on asrh
Both John the Baphist and Jesus started thes ministry
with the same message, "Repent, for the kingdem of
heaven I3 al hand"
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(Mdatt 3 1-2, 417 Mark 1.1-8). Long before the birth
af Jesus, Isdian foresaw this darkness over tha nations,
with a promise of God's shining glory to dispel the
darkness “See, darkness covers tha earth, and thick
darkness is over the peoples, but the LORD rizes upon
you, and his glory appears over yau® (lsa. 60:2). That
shimng glory 18 of Jesus Chrst, the light of the world
|John 8:12), Penence and transformation are essential
to be partaers of the kingdom of Gad.

The Character of the Kingdon of Ged

Jogipz taught e kingdom values in e Sarmon on the
Mount (RMatt. 3-71, 4 collection of spirwal and moral
principlas that Jesus &xpects of thoese who want o ba
part of the kingdom: They are innately counier 1o wodd
culure, and rany consider |t impossibie to follow. But
many agcaptad the call to change their way of e,
thoughts, and actions. But tha lsaders and the nation
did nat change; they followed thair own wavs, rejecting
Jesus as King, “Ha came fo his own, and his own
paogle did not racaiva him” (John 1;11), The result is
the Kingdom of God on earth was delayed. The Messiah
was cut off according to the prophacy of Danial {9:26),
yet Chiigt's deatn paid for the forgiveneas of sng ap
that those who believe can be part of the kingdom of
God. “But he was pierced for our fransgressions; he
was orushed for our imouibiss; the punishmant that
brought us peacs was on him, and by his wounds, we
are healed” {lsa. 53:3).

Pariakers of the Kingdom of God

Thase who believe in Jesus Christ are partakers of the
kangdom, prepaning for eternity with God. Until Ghinst
returns, belevers are axpected to create an everlasting
realm where God is soversign and  Christ rules in
avery sphere of human activity Bibhcal prophecies
and Christ himself revealed In Aavelation 19-22 that
e would return 1o earth as king and relgn over the
world Afterward, Chost fustills his role as Judge, and
hia Kingdom shall continue g a new earth under a new
heaven. The assurance is, “He has rescued us from the
domimen of darkness and brought es into the kingdam
of His beloved Son” (Col 1:13], Therefore, Paul warns)
‘Do not conform to the pattern of this world. but be
transtarmed by the ranawirg of your mmd” (Rom 12:2)

Culturad Shift and Chrizt's Final Message

Prophet isaigh foresaw 3 devastating condiion of the
s0ctal and pofitical crder of the present timas, “Woe to
thoze wha call vl good, and good evil; whe aubstifuls
darkness for light and light for darkness; who substitute
bitter for sweat and sweet for bitter* (lsa. 520). When
people blur the distinction bebwean good end ewil
devastating consequences are sure 1o follow, Today,
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ruth s not only relative bul aiso masked, regdacted
and rejected; viclense and bloodshed are rampant
sverywher2, Thus, in praparation for Christ's ratum to
aslablish the averlasting kingdom of GOD, Ghnst himsal
sends a strong message to the Universal Church,
represented by the sevan churches, to prepare people
lod the kingdom. Christ's messaga has commandabions
for faithfulness, rebuke, and warning for those who are
not upright in thelr mission, Chureh members must
repent 107 forsaking our first bove and tolerals and
compromize on faith, salvation, and etarnal [ife. We
should not ba like the church in Laodicea, where Christ
was gutside knocking to coma in for feliowshg

Freserve Kingdom Values in Shitting Guiture

First, we must build our faith on the unshakable
feundation of Jesus Ghrist, In Matthew 7. Jesus taught
about building & house on fock or gand. We all faca
styere stormys in fife, but when we build owr (ives on
Christ and on Hes ways, we will be on a oiid foundation
W nead 1o move from the shifling and sinsng sands
of e world's opinions, attiudes and ways bt
ingtead anchor our lives on Christ, who “ie the same
yasterday, inday and foraver” (Heb 13:8) Sacond,
the foremost value of the kingdom of God is the peace
that was announced at the birth of Jesus, which is
tazking everywhere today. What we aew s tha distress
of the natons and perplexed humanity. *Blessed are
the peacamakers, for they wikl be called the chigdren of
God” (Matt. 5:9). Onky chiddren of God zan be partakers
of the kingdom of Gad. Stive to make peace undar al
cicumstances, at home, chusch, society, and nation.
Third, know that wa are o the world, but net of fhe
warld” (dohn 17:15-16). We cannot be taken out of
the world, but we must live in the world, fuffilling our
rrazgion in the changing world ag Lord Jesies overcaims
the world

Christ, during hic ministry on earth, Ivad in 3 culune of
good and evil, We cannct deny and fzke ourselves away
fram the culturs but Bve above the culture, transforming
the cufture and combating bias and hatred with lowve
and compassion, hokfing on o God's uth. How
Jesus overcame the Fharisess’ atttude, his mission
with Samaritang (John 4), and hig imteraction with the
CGanaanite woman (Matt.15:21-28) are examples of
how 1o transtorm the word in a changing culture and
still be part of the Kingdom of God. We must be able
o carry ot our-social résponsibiliies and work for
the Hingdom of God, standing fimn an the otk of our
Salvation. Amaen!

(0 P Gheran s a refwed professar and forma
Assocfale Secrefary of e Divcese of Norlth Amerlces
aiitl ELce. )
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N;&TIVE AMERICAN
MISSION

Reaching Out in Love to the Native American Community

Thes Matrs Smenoon Misan begon o port of o sffors o reoch o o oo neghbors in North Aredon. For e post boenky

mmlﬂmhﬂq‘nm‘lﬂg mm:gamimﬁhﬁhﬁhmmm‘nmﬂlnlrﬂ:‘u&g the Choctore o Mabamo nrrd'l:i'ldu}l:rrq

the Haumein Lovisora, and the Maveje in Uiah and Mew Westea. The primary goal of the mission pragrom iste reach aut to the

comivunity with Chrsban keve, sspedialy 1o the children and youths who ams in nesd of understearcing and decoveding ther

indwmnitiby in Christ, The Miar Thornn Mission Socrd dersies to col abonod ey fosher el owshis with s Molies American brothers and

sigtrers aned b cleispeiny Cheisfion inth tn peovide mesrinnhip, te emposer pomnbsand yothe and o encoomge lacal sanershin
aaanpm

Mission Trips and VBS Camps for 2023

LOVE IN ACTION MINISTRY

Dulac United Methodist Church, Louisiana
February 17 - 20
Helpleg with resovarion of the church damaged severely due wo-Hurmcane Idain Aupos 3081

LIGHTED

vekten [ (il

L L AN N

VES MINISTRY DATES

Choctaw Oklahoma Mission Choctaw Alabama Mission
Juime d: = 7 Jume 15 - 17

Houma Lowsiana Mission (Dulac)
June 28 - fuly 1

Navajo Utah Missian Navajo New Mexico Mission
July 20 - 23 July 12 - 16

W
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Kingdom values -
Challenges In the changing world

Dr. Elsy Mathew
Los Angeles MTC, CA

What a magnificent and glorious occasion! October
13th 10 15th in beautiful, sunshiny Dallas, Texas for the
Diocesan Sevika Sanghom Conference 2022

A big salute to tha Farmers Branch IMar Thoma Church
Ephesians 4.1 says, "Live a life, worthy of the calling
you have raceived.” As the Father, son and Holy Spirit
are in unity 20 should the church family. The Dallas
Farmers Branch family demonstrated the unity of the
Holy Spirtt, in word, deed, and action. | was overjoyed
at tha wholshearted participation of the entire church
iamily in this celzbrafion. | witnessed the joy of the
chiidren, vouth, adulles, and seniors, mansfonming this
event into a heavendy feast | A joylul event A week of
spirituad, phrysical, and emotional nourishment— a divine
feast Godly women from all aver tha waord, like heautiful

Reflections on the
Diocesan Sevika
Sanghom Conference
2022

rivers dancing with joy, m colorful outfits ike a rainkow.
A beautiful divine painting of our [2dies witnezsing o
the world that “We are God's workmanship, created
in Christ Jesus to do the good warks, which God has
prepared [n advance before our creation,’

Dur childran did a fabulows job at the inauguration,
proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom. Rev. Cherlan
Achen, who coordinated the event, sald “The hand of
the Lord 5 with us_" YWhat a profound statemeant. “How
beavtful on the mountains are the fect of hose who
bring good news"® (|saiah 52°7).

This coNfEBNCE Was UNKQUa in many ways. The woman
of Farmers Branch, Dallas, Texas were the chosan
vessels of God in tha year 2000 to initizte and organize
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UPCOMING
——evenly—

The Diocase of North America and Europe of the
Mar Thoma Church has decided to organize the India
Missian ip froe duly 11, 2023 o duly 20, 2023
faxcluging tavel],

The mizsion fieles 1o vist are Devanakah Mission/
Hoskotte Mission near Bangalafs in Karnataka, India
and Nawjesran Centre. Mumbal

Participants will be responsible for purchasing their
airtare. For the youth pardcipants, the Diocege
upon completien of the trip and submission of the
recelpts, will reimburse ong third of the airfare. The
transporiabion, Tood and accommodalion i india wil
be arranged and cost per person will be-approximately
3400

5 (RIS TR ED

Thiz will be & good spportunity for the youths o better
understand the mission work of the Church and to
bearn how to be involved in such mission intatives.

Registration form and the guidelines ferthe missiontrip
ang avaizble. Youths wino arsintesested in parizigating
are requested to give their names 1o Diccesan Council
iMember COr Alayamma Mathew (Convener} at
+ 1203-934-T823ordreisymathew:@ gmail camorio
india Mission Sub Committae mernbars Or Maramma
Abraham at <+ 1 215-847-2820 or drmabraham.
abratham@gmailcom and Mr Jibin Mathew at
+ 1 BBE-352-BB53 of jibinamathevwmvahoo.com

The last date of registration will be April 157, 2023
and the total number of partcipants will be ten on
first come bass

UCATION BRI

A Praject of Thie Mar Thoma Charch of North Amarka and Earape Diooese Morth-East Reglon RAC

(T Word of (he Bay

Wi is 2 Uit see tesic g el B Belwevers throageh ous daily devidsins
le- witten by Leaders of our Fasthy Commemunay

Lig o par of -t progmm by volunfoosing o wits o dovomne s

I.L.I HRBE b |E|||.I1t|.'.- " 4] 1][1:'1“11"'LI IL".'I:'. ]l‘hl.

isf E e 1D

l..Hl" and BE B8LESSED

Palran: B

L Rev. I Taane War Philovenas Fpisonpa

Co=Creinator [CF, Jobusoa 1. Lbram. (e Har 1heme Dond, Saben Banl

Comeanor: Ly | Ban

Facilitators Team) Iin

B Jodw, LhF
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the firs1 Diocesan Savika Sanghom Comersnce. Wiat 3
coincidenca that the same |eaders who organized the
first conference, were chosen again by God to il his
diving purposa 18 il & coincidence or a Divine plan®

| Wwitmessed e menewal of Kingdom relstionships
Kingdom values, Kingdam cufture and Hingdom
connections during this celebraton. | personaly
epanenced diviee jove, respect, and compassion
from the lzaders. A sumptucus and heavenly feast. |
saw the special ancinting God has bestowed upon the
lgaders of this conferance | persomally axperisnced the
diving joy arid peace thaf-surpasses all understanding
God squipped the leaders with divinity 1o l2ad us to
supernatycal hephts

Encther unique feature of this conference was the
participation of vouth and young wormnen. They wers
rejoicing after every s2asion. They were amazed
When they axperenced the power and the presenca
of Holy Spirit. Thay had a “Wow! axperiance at this
conferanca. They had no words to express their joy
and thankisiness. Young wiormen wirs speakess and it
was very encauraging and inspiring to all the women
of cur parishes. The speakars were role models for the
future generation. The leaders spoka with ssranity and
calmness when they =poke about God's Kingdom. What
a great invitation to be “Mentors of the new world.” |
was 50 gad o gea that, a5 & Diocese, wa have started
recognizing the value of women In Kingdom bullding
Just like Mary and Martha, Aguilz and Priscilla, and
Mary Magoatene, God is choosing the young womean of
aur diocese as future mentors. As a diccese, it is high
fime for us to recognize the Deboraiis and Ruths of this
miflennitem as mentors of e new sworkd

Big kudos to the men of Farmers Branch, Dallas. Their
hospitaiity was ramarkabla and we had sumptuols and
dalicipus food apd drinks throughout the day. Great
teamwork, 2 friendly atmosphers, and 3 welcoming
spirit! The caring taam created a great ambience,

Thiz conference was lke 3 'moini” Maramon convention.
The MostRey. Dr. Theodozius Mar Thomz Matropolitan,
and our Diocesan Bishep, Rt Rev. Dr [saac Mar
Philoxenas were present and spoke durng vadous
zeEsions. We ware also bigssed by the presence and
witnegeing of Honorable Judge Tammy Kemp from the
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Dellas County, Texas, Our progeam coordmator was
30 Imgressad by her Godly nature, end through Judge
Tammy Kemp's wimessing we experancad divine
love, and compassion, and her witnessing was a real
revalation. Thanks to God Almighty for the kingdom
connection Judge Tammy Kemp besiowed upon us.

During the day of Pent=eost there was an eulpouring of
the Holy Spint 2nd Peter addrecsad the crowd and three
thousand became Chriziansthatday. From 80 delzpatas
at our first Diocesan Sevika Sanghom conderence in
2000 at the same church, God added 600+ delegatas
in 2022 (including clargy and their famifies) — a 10-fold
incrazss! What a essing! What-a divims: jourmsy! Reu
Cherian Achen proclaimed on the first day *Tha hand
of the Lond is with us.” Everyone enjoved the Kingdom
culture, Kingdom relationships and made Kingdom
connections.

We were all blessed, Some are chosen by God to be 2
blessing to others. Some of us were brought to receive
ke blessipgs. No matter who we \ere, God deall with
gveryone personally. Thank you, Lord for the encountsr
we had expensnced with you, on & tmely basis. We
gach had an Invitation from God to prepare oursehs as
a Brige of Christ, to maet him when Ha call us,

We are on 3 jourmey. & journey of Faith. Our destination
is Heaven. Let s clothe oursalves with that white Robe

of righteousness and purity of heart, so we will rale and
reign withhirm,

| armthankiul 1o Dr. Moily Zechariah who asked me o first
write a reflaction on this conference in the Messanger in
2000 and chose me again n 2022 - & demanstration
of lova A big thanks to Gherian Achen, Mra. Elizabsth
John, tha Conference Coordenator Dr Anju Bijil, the
Secretary, and Mrs, Annamma Mathew, Treasurer, for
a job well done. Thank you, Lond Almighty. far making
al things possible. May the Lord bless yau all with his
divine grace and those who are wise will ehina like stars
in Heaven. May you ba a shining star for God and his

kingdom.

(D By Maitew 5 @ Diocesar Couned Menmibar 1o
2020-2023),
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The Annual Diccesan Gonvention was held on
December 28th and 30th, 2022 from 700 o &30 P
egch day at the Carmel Mar Thoma Genler, Allanta
Rev. Dr Anna Carier Florence, Prolessor of Preaching
at Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatlt GA, was
fhe main speaker The theme for the convention was

THED SUAH THUMAE LYRIAN DR RDY

ANMUAL DIOCESAN CONVENTION 2022

I A iy

Annual Diocesan

Convention 2022

Hexindle: Heskoring Hope to Our Wiarnd. The conyention
was zlso live-streamed through the Mar Thema Media
online platform. Rev. Dr Anna Carter Florsnce provided
two sioquent and encouraging massages that rekindlad
the hearts and minds of all participants to live with hope
and faith in the New Yaar
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Mar Thoma Institute of Mission
and Culture (MIMC)

The flar Thoma matitute of Mission and Gusura (MIAC) aimes to provide theological educafion and leadership trining
for the clergy and lay members of the church. The insttute is offering a new course, MIMG 210, Infroduction to Mission
and Cutture, far the vouths of the chierch between the ages of 18 1o 30. The course will inclede various topics related
o meaningiully imerpreting the Gospel vighin the cuftural contact of te presant day with the aim of remaining Faiful
a3 witnesses of Jezus Christ

MIMC 210 will be 2 six week course that meels online once a week on \Wednesday fram 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (Eastem
Time) an the Zoom platformn and will be held from February 25 1 Apnl 12, 2023, Gosrse parlicpants are expected [
attend all online class sassions and complete the required assignments, Kindly note that registration will be considered
on a firsl come besie and will be limited o the first 30 registramts. For further dalalls and to reqister please sonlact
marthomamencagmal cam

Very Rev. Dr. Cherian Thomas (Dean of Studies)
Rev. Christopher Phil Danied (Coordinatar, R egistrar)

Mar Thoma Mission Board - Diocese of North America & Europe

OV Trama . Dustitute o
O issian and Cubbure

MIMC 210: Introduction to Mission and Culture
A Siv-Wealk Online Coaurse

FEBRUARY 25, 20023 - APRIL 1Z, 20023

i e d L A LLLAME RIRIGIL L RAR A5 L] .
| Jipmi et parthcipania
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The First Diocesan Young Families Fellowshig Welness
Retreat was held on December 20% to 30®, 2022 at
Garmel Mar Thomna Center Atlanta. The theme for this
year's retreat was Rekindle: Restoring Hope o Our
World. The =escionz wers focused on the physical
mental, and spirtual wellness of young famdies. Many
young families came together to share their spiritual
mipanences and to spend time undarstanding the valus
af Chrestian felloweship. This inbiative iz the vision of
our beloved Thocesan Epscops, AL Rev. Or. lzaac Mar
Philoxanes Thirumeani, and this pregram will continoe

(WEN g2 Young Families

=

in the coming years, B, Rev, Dr. Isaac Mar Philoxenos
Episcopa, Or. Ral Nadella, Rev. Biju P Simon, Rev. Jaisen
A Thomas, Mr. Tom Philip, Or. 8inu Chacke, and Mrs.
Beley Chacko led different sessions on vanous topics
Rev, Sonu Varughase cerves ac the Diocesan Young
Famity Fellowship Vice President, and Rev. Jalsan A
Thomas amd M. Tom Philip served as the Comieners
for the retraal. Rev. Saju Samuel C., Mr. Shyno Themas,
and M Chiis Thomas made necessary armangements
in Aflanta. The talks were very meaningful, &nd it was a
bleseed axparience for:all the albendees
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INVITING ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT ISSUE...

We invite arficles for the Aprif-Mayv-Jung - 2073 s wlated fo b thems
*Sharing Christ, the Gospel'.

The Masseagor publishes aricios Mat axpross the diversély of aur community to stimuakake neasthy fiscussions whike
rexnidning faithlully rooted i e vakws ol he Makankara Ma home Syran Chrsh. The Managing and Edilorizl Board
comm!tiees romain commitied 1o poducing a high gty publicztion.

I¥ you wish ba simil an artiche That was published elsevhere, you will B solely resporsible for obfaining permissica fo
regeint and provide fhe dztails of the origingl puilicatian.

Kindly bot us know by Fetruary 28, 2023, via an amall (o marfomadioesss@amalloom, I you intend Lo submit an
arlehe o thie Apni MIZd Messenger.

i ™
Your arficle should
+ focus on a topic that treats the iheme from a Christian perspective
* be abowt 1500 tc 2000 words in English/ Malayalam
» accurately identify the sources of referenced material
* be typed in MS Word format, double-spaced, and in Times New Roman 12-point font.
Pleaze submit your article by February 28, 2023.

k. =

Tt edilors iesere the righl T edil e ariels, making appopiale delebons andior addiions thal ey consider best
refiect the awthor's infent. Tha Fditors will comact and collaborate with the auihar for substantizl edifs, i required.

Fleasa nchade a digital pholsgraph of the auther {5). Exgital phetographs ae ecommended, wilh he image in GIFJPEG
format & a minfmum of 300 dpd. The inclusion of images In alhies formats will depend on the Imade quality and the
printer's ability to process them,

The Editorlal Baard does not quarantse the publication of your submission. Please ba awam that an accaptance for
publication does ned mean lal he Mar Thoma Messenger and the Mar Thoma Charch endorse Be conlems o views
paprassad in the articles. Tha viaws expressad in your article ar considersd fo-be solaly your individual opinion, Tha
Messendger will pol be responsibde or liable o ihe conlenis or viess exqpressed thersn.

Wilh prayerlul regamds

Dioeesan/Bishop’s Secretary
Manaper, The IMar Thoma Messenger
Toces2 of Mocth Amenica and Europe of the Mar Thoma Chirch
Singl Mrar Thoma Cenler, 2380 Mamick Aveme, Menick, NY 1756846
Tel: (518} 377- 3311, Email: marthomadiocesedaEgmail.com
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METROPOLITAN RECEFTION

Warm Welcome accorded to Hiz Lordship
Maost Rev. Dr. Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan

RBr. Rev. Or igaac Mar Phioxenos and the Dioceze
of MNorth America and Europe welcomead the visit of
Or Theodosius Mar Thoma Metropolitan who visited
the Dincese, between September £1 and October 20,
2022, Thi= was the Metropolitan’s first visit after hes
ingtallation as the XX Metropolitan of the Malankara
Mar Thoma Synan Church After s ammval in MNew
York on Seplember 21 the Metropolitan procesded
o Ganada where he visited the St Mathew's MTC
an September 24" and Canadian MTC on September
25", Then the Metropolitan proceeded to Atlanta where
ha visited the Carmal Mar Thoma Center far the first
fime on SeptEmber 28% From Atlanta, Mar Theodosius
went on o visit the 5t John's Mar Thoma CGhurch on

e —

Octabar 1=, and thie Defroit MTC on October 2=, Carmel
MTC Boston on Friday Octaber 7" and Christos MTC,
Philadelphia on, Sasturday October B1h before refuming
to Mew York. The Southeast Region RAC be held a
Felicitation meeting for Thirumeni at Christos MTC,
Friadelphia. On October 99 the Matrepalitan conductad
the Holy Communion sarvice at The Long Islang MTG
From Mew York, Mar Theodosius procesded to Dallas,
Texas, where he attended the Clergy Confersnce
on October 12" and 3", and the Diocesan Sevika
Sanghom Conference from Cctober 13% to 167
Alter celebraling the Holy Communion Service &t Daltas
FH MTG on Detober 16th, the Metropolitan proceeded o
San Francisco on October 177 from whese he returned
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i Kochi on Oclober 20, 2022 The Meropolitan
conducted Holy Communion services in most of the
churches that he visited.

Recaptions o honar XX Metropofitan of the Malankara
Mar Thoma Syrian Ghurch

The Diocese and several regions Inthe diocase afforded
recaptions to Or. Theodesius Mar Thoma Matropolitan to
fienor and celebrate hig installation as ihe Metropoltan
af the Malankara Mar Theima Syrian Church.

Tha Diocesan Reception was held on October8, 2022, at
the Long Istand KMTG. Rt Rev. D 1saac Mar Philozenos
prasided and agdressed tha gathenng. Rev. Gaorge
Rbraham, Diccesan Secretary, welcomed the altendess
Felicitation speeches honaring and congratulating the
Metropolitan 'were oifered by His Grace Zacharah Mar
Micholoyves Matropolitan of the AMatankara Orthodax
Ghurch, Mortheast American Diocess, His Grace Most
Rew Philipos Mar Stephanos of the Syro-Malankars
Gatholic Eparchy in US& and Canada. Bishop R
Rev. Johncy ity of the Episcopal Church, U.S. Senate
Majority Leader Charles Schumer NY Siata Senator
Kevin Thomas, and Mr. Randhir Jaiswal, NY Comsul
General of India, and members of e Mar Thoma
Ghurch that included Dr. Mathew T Thomas, Dr. Ron
Jacab, Mrs. Suma Chacke, Mrs. Bl Joby, and Mastar
Aobin Varughese The event was graced by wonderful
songs rendered by the NE RAC Chair coached by Rev
Sibu Fafiichira, prayers by Rev P M. Thomas (opening)
and Aev. Sibu Pallichira (cloging), presentation of

mernento by Aev. Christopher Danlel, and viote of tharnks
oy Wi George Baba the Diocesan Traasurr Many clangy
and fzithful members from tha ME region particicatad in
the event, and the Metropolitan thanked everyone for
their participation and sought their prayers 1o continuee
sarving e Churchiin accordance with God's will

Recaptions ware alzo haid by the Canadian Mar Thoma
Reglonai Cammittea (CMRC) and the Canadian MTC
organized a raceptian for Nar Theodosiug BMetropolitan
on Zeptember 25" bhe Canmel Mar Thomia Cantar
Afianta on Septamber 2B, the Detroit MTC an October
2% the Southeast RAC on Fiday October Bih, the
Southwest AAG on Dctober 12*, and the San Franzisco
MTG an October 18th

The Diocese is thankhul 1o the Metropolitan for his \isk
and prays for has condneed Readership and davinedy
inspired guidance a3 he continues to minister to the
Church and ai God's people.




ANNUAL CLERGY

The Annual Diocesan Clargy & Family Confarance of
the Diocese of MNorth Amernica and Europe was held
from October 12—13, 2022 at the War Thoma Chorch
af Dallas, Fermers Branch The thema of the sonference
was ‘Fastoral integrty: Aligning Word, Work and
Witness'

o T4 Synen Chuch

Most Rev. Dr. Theodossus Mar Thoma Mefropolitan
Inaugurated the sassion and gave a challenging address,
gncouraging the clergy to understand the dimamics
of ministry within the dizspora context and make the
ministry more meaningful  BL Rev. Dr lsaac Mar
Philosenos Eplscopa delivered Presidential Remarks
and gave graceful ieadership throwghout the conderence
Thirumenl shared vVanows ooncams and programs
in the diocese and encouraged clergy to do thelr
part by leading, involving, and sharing tha programs
Rey. Thamas K. Mathew, Rzy. Aby M. Thomas Tharakan
and Dr Anne Mathews-Younes led the main talks.
Their presentations were well-preparad, challanging
thought-provoking, amd instructive, Both prasentatians
wery muchexposed thetheme, After the talks, there was a
time for rasponses. utilized for discussion and reflection
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CONFERENCE

20" Diocesan Sevika Sanghom
Conference Oct 13-16% 2022

The 20" Diecesan Sevika Sanghom Comderence was
nostad by Mar Thoma Church of Dallas, Farmers Eranch
from Oct 13-16. 2022 The theme of the conference
wias "Women: Mamtors of the New World{John 20:17).
Almgst 410 women regresanting 40 churchas,and the
clargys and thelr Tamily of owr Diocese atiendad the
conference. The conference began in the evening of
0ct 13, with the procession andtha cpaning worship
by the Sewvika Sanchom members of the hast pansh
Conference Genergl Convenor, Mrs. Elizabeth John
walcome all the lxaders, speakers and the deiegates
to the corference. Aflar the pragidential addreas by o
Diocesan Bishop, BL Rev. Ot lsaac Mar Phlienos
Epizcopa, conlerence  was  officially  inaugurated
By His Grace Kost RevDr Theodosies Mar Thomsa
Metropolitan. Or. Anne Mathews-Younes, Grand daughter
af famous Mammon Convention Speaker, Late
v Stanley Jones wes the keynots speakas, and
Rev. Dr. Eapen Vamhese, Or. Elizabeth Jacob and Mrs.
Shipi Adex was the main speakers of the comference
Thare was a video prezentation of the WL laadership
seminar attencled oy 8 women of our diocesz in Fuero
Rizo and the firsi conference starled in Dallas i the
vear 2000, Video felicitabions by R Ree i Abeaham
Mar Paulose Episcopa and Rev Gigl Mathew also
shown during the maugural mesting. Foliowing Ihe
inawgration, tha host perish presanded the theme,
inziuding media, videos, slideshows, dance and skit.

On Dct 14" and 15", moring and evening worship
sErvices were led by various Regional Units. The migin
speakess lead inspiring session based on the theme
and on Both days tima was =&t apart for ImtBrocessory
prayer. A special program “Memoir” was lead by very
Rev. DrCherian Thomas and Mariammma Kochamima
from Mewyosd shared har 50 years Efe sxperisnce in
thiz couniry. The comference Program commitize
scknowiedged all the senior ‘women, above 80 years
and also those women who am in this colnny mora
than 50 years by giving tem Ponnada. Thers was 3
Business meeting of the Diccesan sevika sanghom
chaimed by oir Oiocezan Bishop and alsa Diocesan
Mission outreaching program by Mrs_Nirmala Abraham,
special talk by Honorable Judge Kfe, Tammy Kemp,
Daflas, Healh and prevantive care talk for wamen by
Mis., Liffy Cherian , devolionai salk by Dr, Elsy Mathew,
and a special interactive Sescion with our Metropalitan
On Oct 147 evaning, sevika sanghom members from
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their respective pafshes parficgated cheertully i the
talent night program. The Diocesan Sevika Sanghom
Vice President Hey. Thomas Mathew P lead the
witnessing 2nd dedization ssrvice on 15T evening.

Our Netrapoitan calenerated the Hely Gurbana on
sinday, Oct 16" at Mar Thoma Church of Dallas,
Farmers Branch, Following the service, Confarance
aloaing session was hald end Coplerance Secretary, b
Anju Bijili did the vote of thanks. Conference end with
Metropolitan prayer and benediction. Even inthe midst
af uncertainky and fear of Covid 19 pandemic, all who
attgnded thank and praise Ged Almighty for a blessad
Confarancs.

M. Elizabeth John

Conferencs Genergl Convenor



VISITS

ad" Annual Diocese of South Florida
Episcopal Convention
_ o m s

s il 5

il

Philoxenes Thirumen: with Episcopal Ghurch Preziding
Bishop Michael Curry and cther Bishops at the 53
Anmual Diozese ol Sauth Forida Episcopal Camention

Mar Thoma Church of South Florida

Rt Rev. Or. lzaac Mar Philoxenos visited the Mar
Thoma Church of South Forida on Octeber 30, 2022
His Grace conducied the Holy Gomimunion Service and
the Frst Communion Sarvice for 15 youths. After the
service; there was a felicitation program o calzbrate
Hiz Grace's 30" anniversany 2= a bizhop of the Mar
Thoma Church.

St. Luke's Mar Thoma Church Florida

Our [oceszn Bishep, RL Rev Dr Issac Mar
Philoxenos Thirumeni visitad the STLuke's Mar
Thoma Church,Flornds on October 29,2022, Duning
the Holy Gommunion Service, Thirumen offered Fist
Holy Commumion Sarvice o 15 children in the parish.
The chiidren were presented with a Bible from the
parish and Certificale from the DioceseAfter holy
communion setvice thirumenl exhoried the parish
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members o particizate in the all mission activities of
the Diocesa The presance and prayer of RewAbraham
Sudesp Oommen (Columbia Theological Seminary)
WaE a blessing for this seriicE. IE'was 3 blessad day for
o 5ELuke's Mar Thoma Church Florida .

Rev.David Cherian (Vicar)

I¥r.Baszi Thomas {Secretary|

Ascension Mar Thama Chureh, Silver
Jubilee Celebration

The Ascension Mar Thoma Church, Philadefphia
coababrated itz Silver Jubiles on Novembar dth, 2022

Dur Dhocesan Bishop RL Hay Or [zasc Mar Philaxenos
Eplscopa was the chief guest Rev. George Abraham
(Docesan Secretary), Rev Bibi Mathew Chacko
(Vicar), Rey Thomas % Mathew (Youth Ghapiain)
RBev. Fr MK Kuriakose (President, EFIGF) Reu
Jesinn 3imon John (Member of Ascension MTC)
Mr. Derek Green (Councll Member), M Binu C
Thomas (General Convenor) Mr Ebby Varughesa

- I
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{Sourenir Convenor), and Mr. Sathesh Mathew (Vice
Presidentt spoke at the meating in various capaciias
and the reeting wes well attended By sminant
jurminanes from various reafms of the society. Marking
the 25 years of God's oracious providence  and
guidance, on behall of the parsh, the Trustees W
Subin V. Abraham, and Mr Anal Mathew VW Gegrge
handed ovar the chacks for the 25 lakhs INR Which was
allocated for mission and charlly activities, Mr Georga
2 Mathal served as the convener of the Mission and
Charty committes. The bwo silver jubilee projecis that
the parich undertaok was e renovatian of the church
buliding at the Hoskots Mission Field, Kamataka,
India, and the construction of the dormory at the new
project AKashanitayam proposed &b Parackathanam,
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kerald, India, The Silver Jubilss Souvenr was refeazed
The founding mewnbers of the parich were honersd
by adoming ihe fradiional ponnaada. The choir ang
the specizity conposed Jubkes song, and 2 Ghristian
claseical dance performance made the evening more
graceful. As a part of commemorating the siker Jubilse
year, & Z3=howr lorg chain prayer was conducted
and a Talenl Show was also ormaEnized o provide a
platorm to showeace the talents of the parshionans.
Many committees were convened znd collaboraled for
the celeétration to be a blessad one.

Rev. Binl Mathew Chacko
Vicar

r.-"'
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Calgary St Thomas MIC

Christos Mar Thoma Ghurch,
Philadelphia

Rt Rev [r Isaac Mar Fhilpgenos visited the Chnslos
iar Thoma Church Fhiladeiphia and  His Grace
conducted the Holy Gommunion Service and the First
Commeunion Service,

Canadian Mar Thoma Church - Toronlo




Our Diocesan Episcopa The At Rev. Dr 1zzac Mar
Philcxencs Episcopa visited the Canadian Mar Thema
Ghurch - Toronto on 159" & 20" Wovember 2022,
Thirumeni  celsbratad Holy Communion at CMTG -
Toronto on 20" Novamber 2022 Thirumeni also blessad
the Kerala Chnsiian Ecumenical Fellowship Carpl Rest
with his presence and felicitstions on 19 Movember 2022

Rey Roji Mathews Abraham.
Vicar

Nazareth Mar Thoma church Dublin, Ireland
First Hoty Communion held on July 2 2022, 2t Nazareth
marthoma church Dabling refamd

S1. Stephen’s Mar Thoma Church,
New Jersey

Our Diocesan Bishop, B Ray. D Is3ac Mar Philoxenos
visited our parish, St Stephan’s Mar Thoma Church on
Nev & Sunday 2022, Thirumeni conducted fhe first
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Holy Communion service and we Can proudy stane thal
18 indwidiials from our church recedved their'first Holy
Communion. [t was indeed 2 blessing for all the church
members and fiest Holy Communion  participants

Rev, Thomas K Thomas
Vicar

Mar Thoma Church Staten Island

His orace AL Rev. Dr fsaac Mar Philoxenos, Digcesan
Bichop visited Mar Thoma Church Staten Island pansh
on Sunday October Sth 2022 Thirumeni led us during
the Holy Communionserylce. itwas also agreatblessing
o have the presence of Hey, Geonge Abraham Diocesany
Bishop Secrefary. Eight children received ther first
commanion and became the full communicant membar
af the church After Holy Commuanion service pansh
honored those who were celebrated their midestone
tirthday's with the “FPonnada” as a sign of respect
and el valuable contabulions to the church and our
communty. . Thirumend inaujirated Digcase coupons
- 2022 propect and our Parish ook 114 coupons. AS
thirumeni fas entered the 301h year as a Bishap of Mar
thoma Syrian church, MTCE prezerted a2 memanto o
Friloxinas thirumen| Let us praisa Gad for the ministry
and ieadership we recefve from our Diccesan Bishop
Rit. Rev. Dr, leaac Mar Philoxenas and thank God for the
manifold blessings being showered upon throughow
his Iife and ministry for the [ast 29 years as a Bishop of
lar Thora Symian church



S1. Thomas Marthoma Ghurch,
Vancouver

RL Hev. Dr. Isaac Mar Philoxenos Episcopa dedicating
the Parish Parsonage of 5t. Thomag Marthoma Church,
Vancouver on July 22, 2022

Bt Rev. Dr. Isaac Mar Philoxenos Episcopa with the
Flrst Hely Gommunicant Participants

Toronto St.Mathew's MTC

—J__
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Senior Fellowship Meeting
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he semior fellowship 2chvely meets onee @ month n
aur ¢hurch. Apprommately 35 people meel regulary and
mduige in dizcussions on topics on common interest,
enpress indwvidual talents a3 smging, memonzing bible
verses, narrate short stores, bible quizzes and other
talks on inguisitive bible toplcs. Fellowship abways ends
with a fellowship lunch. As it has become an official
onganizaton of the church election was done in Noiemiber
and the following were selected to different positions.
Vice president - Mr James T Phillp, Secretary -
hrs. Molly Mathews and Treasurer Mr Mathew Bajan.

Molly Mathews
Sacrekary

Young Family Fellowship( YFF) , South
Florida Marthoma Church

Under the auspices of the Young Family Fellowshipi YFF)
of the Zouth Florida Marthoma Church, 3 RGTORIAL
QUEZ( Marthoma Hedtage— Tradition, Prachices,
Personaiitizs} was held on Movember 19, 2022 The
Ouiz was conducted by Prof. Philip Koshi and was ably
assisted by Or Bobby Yarghese( YFF Sacretary).

The team,’ Disciple’ comprizing of Mr. Aby Kurian, Mre,
Archana John, Mr Jaison Philip, Mr. Derek Adapallil,
Iiss Jia Varghese, Miss fsabel Simon, M:. Ryan Jaison
war the Marthoma Ever Roling Trophy, institited by the

Quizmaster. The trophy was presented by the Vicar, Rev.
Shibi Abraham,
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Congratulations to the 2022 Mar Thoma

Merit Award Winners!

PAUL V. BIJILI

Member of Mar Thoma Church
of Dafazs Farmers Branch.
Graduated as Valedicionan
from Harmony School of
ocience Academy, Carrolliton.
Son of Mr. Bijili ‘George -and
Cr. Anju Biji.

ANNLY 5. JOHN
Member of SI Thomas Mar
Thoma Ghurch, Yorkers, Mew
York Gradusted a5 Valedictonian
from Lincoln High School, New
York. Daughter of Mr John
Jacab and Mrs. Minl Jaohn

REBECCA S.

MAMMARAPPALLIL
Member of St Thomas Mar
Thoma Church, Lombard
Graduated from Vicior J. Andrew
High School, Tinley Park, I
Dapghter of Mr. Jibu and Mrs.
Ajie Mammarzppalil.

SAVANNAH GEORGE

Member of Trinity Mar Thoma
Ghurch, Houston. Graduated
from  Gfafford High  School,
otafford, TX. Daughter of Mr
Gearge and Mrs. Aldnn

F

SARAH GEDRGIE

Member of &t Andrews Mar
Thoma Chursh, Los Angeles.
Graduatad as Valedictorian from
John F Kennedy High Sehool
Daughter of Mr Georgie Sam
and Mrs. Rajee Joseph.

AKHILA 5. BLJU
Membar of SL Andrews Mar
Thoma Church, Los Angeles.
Graduated a3 Valediciorian
from Granada Hills Charter
High School. Daughter of M,
Biju varghase and s Anitha
Varghese.

AMY A. CHERIAN
Member of North Carolira Mar
Thoma Church, Gradeated from
Grean Level High School, NC.
Daughtar of Mr. Cherian Kadayl
and Mrs. Susan Ghenan.

REBECCA S. VARGHESE
Mamber of Detroit Mar Thoma
Church. Gradusted from Troy
High School, MI. Dawghter of Mr
Philip and Mre. Mini Varghase
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BIBLE CROSSWORD PUZIZLE

Winners List for Oct/Nov/Dec 2022 Bible Crossword Puzzle — NIV- Jeremiah 43 - 52
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BIBLE CROSSWORD PUZZLE

Bible Grossword Puzzle as in NIV: Lamentations 1-5 and Ezekiel 1-5
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Deadline for Answers : February 23, 2023

Please send by email only Email |d: varampathZ3@msn.com
Phone via Whalapp: Mezsage - 978-330-1576(C)
Elpta s by Inelode: Mg, Chome; Stabe, Gride W shilows
Prepared by ;- Philp Manuel & Lits Anie, Phlip; Garmel MUT.C.. Bosion M
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Parents are inviting proposals for their daughter 26 Years old,
36" She has Masters in Occupationz! theragy and currenfy
working 25 Occupational therapist. She is family oriznted, God
fearing and has high moral values, We ane séeking 2 God teanng
clean habits, family orlented boy with moral valuss from Christian
denominations (Marthoma) with professionafly qualiiad [ post
graduate degree), medical fiald, IT or Engineering fiked workdng in
USA . Canda, intarested parties, may pleasa contact:

{£24) 392-8330 or KunenB863aogmall.com

34™ DIOCESAN FAMILY

CONFERENCE
July 610 G, 2023 at Philadelphia, USA

The 34" Diccasan Family Conferance will ba held from
July 6109, 2023, hosted by the Southeast Regional
Aclivity Gomminee (SERAG) al the Radisson Housl
Northeact Phidadelphia, Trevoza PA The theme lor the
conference is “Wimessing Community for Transforming
the Wond", The conferance sessions will be led by main
speakers ramely At Rev. Or Joseph Mar Bamabas
Suffragan  Metropolitan. Diocesan Bishop Bt Rew
Or. Isaac Mar Philosenos Episcopa, Rev. Or. Prakash
K Gecrge, Hey Do Gurdon 5. Mickoskl (Prmceton
Theological Serinary), Rev. Medin Mathew. There will
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be special sessions for youlh, children and acufs.
Let us przy that main talks worship, songs, group
discussion, D&A, games and testimony will be 3 Ime
of {=llawstip and Iearming about meanngiul wimessag
of Ghrist in our workd. Weinvite you b pray, register, and
attend this bessed conference. Conference website:
hitps:/marthomatc2023.0rg’ further detals contact:
Rev Biu P Simon (Cont. Vica Presidant), Rew. Thomas
K. Mathew (SERAC President), Mr Thomas Abrahzm
fSecretary), Mo Shan Mathew (Treasurer], Mt Bincy
Johm (Accountant)



Wortd Oay of Prayer (WDF) 5 2 wiorgwide
ecumenical movement of Chrstian women of
many traditions who come fogether to observe
a common day of prayer ang action each year
an the fwst Fiday in March. The WP motts &
*Informead Prayer Prayerful Acticn.”

Cownlry of Focos & Theme

The country of focus for 2023 s Talwan, and the
thame of the worship sanica 1= | Hava Heard
About Your Faith™ basad on Ephesians 1;15-13.

WOP Services and OWertory

WOP services can be arranged on Friday, March
3 2023, or on any other comvenient day in the
month of March. The offartory colleciad during
WOP services should be sent fo the WDP USA
Difice. Kindly make checks payable o WOPR LiGA
and send te WOFP USA, 475 Riverside Drive, 15th
Fhoor, Mew Yo, MY 101 15.

WDOP Reports and Ficlures

The coordinators of WOFP semices held at the
center, ragional, and ecumanmical (evels are
requested o send a short report and 2 high guality
group phots to nesthiprasadi@gmail.com

Mes Thomma Messenger | joruon) 2022



‘ MISSION BOARD

UPDATES
light fo Jife.

Lightto Life iz & mission mdtative of the Mar Thoma Missien aducation and holistic: developrment of [sss privilegad
Board of the Diocese ¢f North Amenca and Europe that chibdren in diffarent parts of India. Children supportad
began in October 2017 It was the compassionate and through Light to Life are provided with educational
determired vision of Rl Rev. COr saac Mar Fhiloxenos PESOUTCES, nuTikious food, sulficent clathing, and
that brought tis project fo fife. Tha aim of Light to Lie opporfunities for emotional social, and spinteal growth
is 10 encorage social tranzformation by supporting the

CARD Kzhipra Praject Center, Madhya Pradezh MTER Jangamakote Project Center, Karnataka
et s e Ty BT T e il I g e
o L T T m:‘? 3 R

The Mar Thoma Mission Board works in partnership with church-ralaled agencies to implement the Light to Life program.

At present, there are aparaximately 4 500 children being supportad throuch the Mar Thoma Mission Board, the Canadian
lar Thoma Fegional Committee (CMRC), and the UK-Europe Zone of the Mar Thoma Ghurch.

Tharayilkadavu Project Ganter, Adoor Diocese, Karala
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Cur migsian partmers atisated 1o the Mar Thoma Chureh with Nagatand Development Quireach (NGO winch 1
inchude: Chislian Agency for Rural Development (ICARD), associated with the Magalapd Baptist Church Council
South Travancore Agency for Rural Developmemt  Holistic Child Development India (HCDN), based in Pune,
(STARD), Mar Thoma Evangahstc Associaton (MTEA), & 0Ur manitonng spency and ersures thal each project
Chennal-Bangalore Diccese, Ranni-Mitackal Diocese, cenier is functioning effectivaly and that all funds are used
Kottayam-Kochi Diocese, and Adoor Diccese. In Ajpril appropriately

H122 we began our first ecumenscal venbare by parinering

WOO Project Cenfer. Dimapur, Nagaland

Those who are interesied in sponsoring 2 child may coniad the Blar Thoma Mission Board (merioramissienboandm
gmail com) for more informeation. The sponsorshig @mount is 520 a month [$240 a year) and provides the following

@ @ B

%

&

]'1'r:"-;':':l,l."|"r:’ _"_1'2'|E-|L"l.'_ iR ADMINISTRATIV
35% DEVELOPMENT LEARNING ;5;
< TUITHON & RIS M I':j['it_sfl’;'ip ﬂ ¢ TEACHERS SALAKY
* TENTROCKS ¢ FoO & NOTRITIS PR B ¢ COUNSELEG ¢ STAFT ALLOWARCE
z :"";“’”" : HEALTH & RGIENE 5% ¢ DEVELCTYETAL (LASEES o e
_-'bﬁh:m;:,:;_ﬂ o MITHCAL CAMPS ¢ CANES K RETREATS rl;i"j‘::ﬁ‘:l-;ﬁﬁﬁ ASTEARTE
¥ SPRCIAL 1 ASSES WORS&BIFRCIE < (ULTURAZ EOUCATERY et IR R

The Mission Board Is grateful to all thase who have pledged thelr sponsorship and who cortinue to renew thelr
spansorship each year. Onc2 again, tank you for supporting the Light to Life mizsion program.

“Trishy | feli you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, pou ofd for me.™

Si. Maiihew 25:40

Rev. Ghristopher Phil Dapiel
Prograrm Lianager
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Best compliments from,

THOMSONS TRAVEL

OUR MISSION AT
THOMSONS TRAVELISTO

PROVIDE EXCELLENT
Call p foday Lo recaive Che bent in valwe srdsarvice X A,
Q Visitls : 216-08 Jamaloa Avons customer service and competitive
5 Gucens Village.NY 11428 fares on all your travel needs
(> Callus :718-468-4200
Fos eanergsncy pladse call:
{E" Calls - 518-855-5215 for Daniel t |*H:.:|-IFII5F:!.|-1I 5

Cell :516-515-4502 forShaly
Cell :516-315-4504

= E-mail Us : sales@thomsonstravel.com
Daniel@ithomsonstravel com

Cferyig lony' fares fo

Trivandrum, Cochin, Channal, Bangalore, Rhmedabad

Hyderabad, Mumbal, Delhl, Calcuna, Kathmandu, Srilanka,
Eurape & Kiddle East
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Professional, Personal,
Full-service Accounting
& Tax Consulting

If you are looking for a firm that will focus on your
tndividual needs, and always treat you Hike a client who
matters, look no further Our firm is large enough 1o offer
a full range of professional services, but small enough to

give you the individual attention that you deserve
ﬁ Tax Preparation Services

g Sales Tax & Payroll Tax Services
I Formation of Business Entities

Tt FBAR & FATCA Compliance Reporting
and Filings

s |RS & State Audit Representation

SHELYIN I.lH EA, HJIT:HE'.:H

Federally Licensad T rract

L 51-&- -E"'k *-'14!1

B shelvinsam. ea@gmail.com

Il: - AT

] ¥ - |’ Tk - ' | T A L,
ERl - gk L ki Ly !" K
by et Sl ol ] e i

K

e garve

s Individuals

s Corporations

s Partnerships

s Limited Liability Companies
s Mon-profit Organizations

SHAJU SAM Ea s (Taxstion)

[ Iy Licensad Tax Practstioner
‘. 718 347 0407
B shajusam.ea@gmail.com

i#
] Ak

ANSLILTING . IN
JNSL (3, IN

9 247-05 Union Turnpike, Bellerose, NY 11424
& T8 347 0408 / 815 301 2757 B profaccountingandtax.com
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Diocese of North America & UK
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ERIC comfort SHOES LONG ISLAND e 1942

426 Hillside Ave,, Williston Park [Comer of Herricks Road And Hilkside Ave.) NY 11588
WINTER CLEARANCE ALL BOOTS DEASTICALLY FEDUCED All sizes & Widths

A4 through XXW 4-18

(516) 877-2002 | WWW.ERICSHOES.COM
REDUCED PRICES IN-STORE DMLY R
{Dunham
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LARGE SELECTION OF DREES/'WEDDING SHOES
Sat. :30am-pm = Sun. 11am-5zm

FREE SHIPPING
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