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Greetings of love to all i the name of Jesus Christ

Padmsbhushan The Most Rev Do Chrysostom Mar Thoma
Valiya Metropolitan, who gave precious and august leadership
to the Church and sociely, af the age of 104, jpined the presence
of the Almighty in whom he always placed hiz love and faith.
Thirument, while in &ctive service, handing over the administrative
responsibilifies of the Church io his successor became very ively
and vibrant in his ardent pursuit of social senvice programs.. Mar
Chrysostom was & nonperell grest shephend with an immitsble
perzonality, =sense of humor, conceplual majesty, ingenuity
of expression, scope of vision, kadership guality, power of
observafion, and empathy to fellow beings. Ahwvays achive,
though refired, he passed away peacefully and silently from this
worid during the: early hours of May 5, 20217.

Valiya Thirumeni's demize cavsed deep sormow not only to the Mar
Thoma Church, but beyond boundarnies that separate cast, creed,
end refigion. Let us thank God for Thirumeni’s ennobling life
and invigorating leadership. On Apel 27, 2021 Mar Chrysostom
had celebrated hiz 104th birthday. Many persons from vanious
sirata of #fe had conveyed their best wishes to Thirumeni on Apsil
2ith. The funeral services were conducted in the most bleszed
mianner, fully observing the Covid-19 profocols. The leaders of
political, social, cullural, and refigious aress, important officials
of adminisirafion, |eaders of feith commumibies, general public,
gnd members of the Church wisited and paid their homage snd
condolences to Valiya Thiremeni. The help rendered by the
povernment officials and the media persons was commendable.
The bishops from ofher sister Churches, along with the bishops
of our Church, gawe lesdership in the funeral services. On behalf
of owr Church, | extend our gretitude to all. May God help us to be
miore enthusiastic and active, following the noble samples that
Valiya Thirumeni had shown us throughout his life

The Covid-19 pandemic has attacked thousands of people. As
g resulf, countless people heve become lonely, helpless, and
famished. The responsibility of the Charch in taking protective
mieasures is huge. Through Circulsr nimbers, 16 and 17, the
Church members are aware of the steps they have o fake in
parish-diocese-center levels. Armangements must be made o
transform the parishes info emergency centers. This should be
carried out under the leadership of vicars with decizions made
by parish officials and the executive commitiee members. Each .
parizh should ieke keen inferest in protecting and caring for
the needy people around, without any discrimination of caste
end refigion. | appreciaie the sincere efforts of the Mar Thoma
Yuvajamasakhyam volunteers, who help fo cremate or bury the
deceasad decently in these covid fimes.

Medical experts have akeady given the waming that the
pandemic has yet another third wave coming up in the near




fulure. So everybody should stictly observe cowid
protociods. Vaccination programs should be conducied
in an urgent and reguisr basis. Dur Christisn duty is
o seek the financialy broken people and familiss due
o Covid-19 and care for them. Everybody should
refinquish flamboyance. Expenses must be cut down.
We must expedite ways fo prolect Naiure. Let us take an
oath on June 5th, the World Emvironment Day, to be the
ambassadors of nature profection program as a mark of
our love and care for the emvironment that we e,

From April 22, 2021, our Hoskote Mission Hospital has
set 45 beds for Covid patients. They get complete care
there. An average number of 40 persons get treatments
there every day in the inpafient section. With the help of
persons of goodwill, efforts are being made to establish
an G with four beds, one ooygen plant, and 50 beds
hat hawve direct oowgen supphy. We were aide o eguip
the Keftanam 5t Thomas Mission Hospital having a
Cowid unit with 40 beds including eight ICU beds and
three ventilstors. This is certainly a very pood example
of phitanthropic epproach thef clanfies our Christian
witnessing before the general puiblic, and | appreciate all
those who gave leadership and assistance in this nobie
venture. We should abways have our conviciion that our
faith fofally is in Jesus Christ who resurrecied, winning
death and Satan.

God knows everything. He knows this worid, whatever
iz in the world, and all the life experiences we are facing
today. Thiz God controls everything. Let us trust in this
God. Let us pray, "0Oh! Lord, be merciful to the land.”
Antonio Guterres, United Malions Secrelary General
analyzed recently that Cowid-19 = an afersffect
of human encroachment on Mafure. He mede this
observation when Mc Joe Biden, President of the LISA,
called forth the Climate Summit. *Man's war over Nalure
must come to &n end.” Mr Guterres said. The moral is
that from now on, our Eves will be af ease only if Nature
permiis.

The Nineteenth Memorial Discourse of Dr. Alexander
Mar Thoma Valiya Meiropolitan was delivered by Justice
Cyriac Joseph on Aprid 10, 2021, that is the birthday
of late Dr Alexander Mar Thoma. “A frue Christisn's
obligation iz to ignite the lamp of Faith and to live the
Faith," Justice Cyniac Jozeph said, remembering the
nable life of Alexander Valiya Thirumeni.

The transfers of the priests staried on May ist this
year, the criteria being the needs of the parshes and the
priests. The pendemic and the dekay in getting the Visas
of some foreign countries have caused inconvenience
o parishes and priests. All must shive fo overcome
these difficullies through prayer. The parishes must

bid farewell to the departing priests by observing the
methods decided by the Mar Thoma Church. AN must try
1o zerve their parishes without hindrance by accepfing
ihe priests happily and cooperating wholeheartedly in
their ministny.

Owing to Cowid-19 the meetings of the Diocesan
Azzembilies and the Mandalam could not be conducted by
having people assembled in one place. 5o the Dioceses
outside Kerala were allowed o hold Assembly Meefings
and councis n 2019-20 year through onfine: platforms,
applying the 64th section of the Church Constifution.
Proper amangements must be made by the present
Diocezan Councils to hold the election of Office bearers
and Council members for 2020-23 period. Permission
iz given using the 64th section of the Sabha Constitution
io hold the parish execufive committee meelings and
ithe general body through online armangements. We
gre not able fo hold Sabha Pradhinighi Mandalam
due fo Covid-19. The present sechionz of the Sabha
Consthstion are not wrilten in the conted of Cowvid-19.
50 we must adhere fo some general principles for the
conduct of the Sabha Mandstam. For the progress and
welbeing of the Church, if is ecsential thet we muest hold
the Mendalam Mesfings. Everybody must acknowledge
this reality. | invoke everyone's cooperation and seek
everyone's help in making these arrangements. May the
Almighty Lord who is the head of the Church help and
puide us in this matier
Congrafulsfions to those who won in the recent
elections held in Kerala and some other Stafes. We wish
ihe best to the new left ministry under the leadership
of Mr. Pinarai Veayan. Appreciations fo Mathew T
Thomas, and Mr. Thomas K. Thomas wio were elecied
o the Kerala Azsembly, both being members: of the Mar
Thoma Church.

Dr. George Abrgham, who = & member of the Boston
Carmel Mar Thoma Church, USA was elecied president
of the American College of Physicians, an organization
of US medicel doclors. Dr George Abraham was also
awarded the prestigious John Clark Leadership Award
recently, in honor of his confributions in the healkhcare
sector of the USA. He is the son of Rev. Dr M. V.
Abraham, one of the senior priesis of our Church. | take
ihis opporiunity fo congrafulste Dr. George Abraham
(Georgy).

War brings only somow and desth. Progress and peace
vanish. The war between |srael and Palestine reveals this
fruth. It iz really sad and paradootcal thet Jerusalem, the
city of peace, has become & war concentrated area. I is
fime for us fo think seriously about the confiicts going
on in this land, which happens fo be the Holy place of
Ty,
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three religions. Efforts for peace must confinue. ULN.O.
Hes issued cerfain direciives that accept the existence
of both couniries. Let us pray that all these efforts io
bring about peace become successful without defay.

The demizes of our dear and near ones are always
painful. Rev. P V. Thomas, the Senior Vicar General
of our Church passed away. Rew K. M. lzaac, another
senior priest slso passed eway. We praise God for
their moble ministry. Mrs. Mariamma Varkey, who
meade a mark in the area of education in LAE joined the
heavenly crew. The death of Dr. P A. Thomas, whoss
contribution to the medical field and the Church remains
veluable, iz & [oss fo the Church. Rev. Dr. Santanu K
Patro, Repgisirar of the Senate of Serampore University,
and Rev. Dr. Emmanueel Matthew Thathapudi, Secretary
of the Board of Theologicel Studies of the Senale of
serampore University passed sway owing to Covid. Fr
K. P Higs, the famous Theologian, and a leader in inter
religious discussions passed away. Bishop Nirmal Minz
of the Lutheran Church and a known Tribal Theologian
bid farewedl fo thiz world recently. | Praise God for the
glorious lves of such great persons and express the
heartfelt condolences of the Mar Thoma Church on the
demises of these great ones.

On May ?nd, the Church meditated on the topic, “The
coenpassion wiich leads fo fhe experience of the
kingdom of God.” We alzo observed May 2nd as Land-
Home Donafion Sunday. The topic of mediation for
May Sth was, “The faith that susisins the Church-Jesus
Chwrist ks risen.” This faith should become the emblem
and life style of the Church. Then only we can fulfill the
mission of the Church in this world We meditated on
May T6th, on the topic, “The conscious waiting for the
Holy Spiri." The Church fves in the strength of the Holy
Spirit. On the day of the feast of Penlecost (May 23),
the topic of our meditafion was, "The Holy Spirit who
renews everything.” Only when the Church is renewed,
we become & fransforming Church. May 30ih was the
Trinity Sunday. The subject of our medstation was, “We
believe in Holy Trinity." The reality of God is revesled in
Trimity.

June 6th was Student Sunday. Our suhject of thought
was, “Growing in grace and wisdom.” Each person
improves his'her personality through  education and
student life. It is also & path to leamn, know. and accept
God’s plan about ourseives. June 13th was Emvironment
Sunday. We were able to meditate the subject, “Creation
prazsing the glory of God.” Today's mamy problems
pccinmed because of our misuse of Nalure. A balanced
understanding of our environment is necessary for the
welibeing of humanity. The Church meditated the topic,
“Waorship in Spint and Truth,” on June 20th, the fourth
sunday after Pentecosi The basic concept of the Church
iz it &= 8 worshiping community. Worship is atiribasting
worth to God. Our prayers and meditations on June 27th
were bazed on the fopic, "The cost of discipleship.”
Jesus teaches his followers that discipleship iz complete
surrender. He himself & their perfect model The real
shepherd as he is, he never forsakes his sheep, and
with paiience tries to understand their sormows, sighs,
end sounds. What & Christ disciple must be aware is
that the Lord has so mamy other societies fo care for
The true dizciple must have an insight about this. Real
discipleship is to risk one's ife and take up the perils of
the other with courage. In these days of the pandemic,
what the Church nesds is o have such heric discipies
who are able to strengthen the people in faiih. For this,
let us submit curselves in God's hands.

The grace of our Lord and Savior be with you all.

Dr. Theodozius Mar Thoma
Metropolitan

(Transtated by Prof Elias Abraham, Baftimore Mar
Thoma Church, from ihe May - June 2021 Esues of the
Sabha Tharaka)
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Greetings to all in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Chist!

We are giad that these days we could expenience calmness and &
secure feeling with the relaxafion in the resfrictions that curtailed
our movemenis, and the possibility fo mest in fellowship as
a8 worshipping community after the lockdowns caused by the
pandemic. Yet, we are cautioned to “Stay Alert,” since the virus
yarants shill threaten husnan §fe. We hope the world will tide over
this difficulty and expenence peace. SHll many netions arouwnd
the world =hupple wiihout access to the waccine, end manmy
people die from COVID-15. We do appreciate our parishes who
responded promptly by sending COVID relief assistance to India
it haz benefitted thousands of pafients and famiies n Alva,
Hoskote, and Odissa. Let us uphold the needy in our prayers and
do our best in supporting them at this time of crisis.

Church iz often described az holy, catholic, and aposiolic in
nabre. B acknowledges the holy Aposties who camied the
pgospel message to the ends of the earth, who were venerated
a5 martyrs for Ghrisi and for the church. Thewr faith and legacy
are to be observed and akweys honored. The Apostolic tradition
iz followed through centuries 1o keep the sacredness of the new
spiritual movement of the called-out community — the church.
Jesus called the disciples primarily “io be with Him, and to be
sent out to prociaim the message and fo have authosity to cast
out demons” (Mk 3:14). Therefore, to be & disciple of Jesus is
o ve in constant company with the Lord. They are to represent
Chnzt everywhere, the fruth of God He manifesied, the love of
God that He commamicated, the ife of God that He shared and
the efernal sacrifice that He offered. This mission given fo the
Aposties is kept alive by fransforming the ives of the people
and faith commumities through their service. in order to keep
the commiiment to Christ, they are consecrated to confinue the
munistry through the power of the Holy Spint

Thiz legacy of the Apostles confinues through kending over the
manisterial responsibility to the next generations. it & a hisioncal
fact that the religious rites that existed at the beginning of the
formation of the communily &z church have teken different
cultural forms as they took roots in different parts of the world.
The episcopacy in the Mar Thoma church has such herifage
that poes back fo the first century. The two Mefropolitans, wio
served the Lord and the church, and passed awsay within & span
of few months, were ecclesiasticsl leaders who kept the Bght
burning and dediceted themselves for sharing the Gospel in &
meamingiul way.

In thiz volume of the Mar Thoma Messenger, we try to unravel
 the unique features of the e and vision of Dr. Joseph Mar
~ Thoma Metropodtan and DOr. Phiipose Mar Chrysostom Valiya

* Metropolitan and how they carried on the legacy of the Apostles in
axﬁmmmmqmmmmmE
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exhibited resemble the way of the Lord in loving everyone
and caring for the needy. The spirtuel nurfunng of the
family, the association with wider commanity, and the
puidance from the leaders of the church molded them
1o keep the ethos of the church and to be sensifive o
the societal concerns. As a guide as well a5 spiritual
father, the faithful looked fo them for advice and clear
vision. The inciusive neture of human relsfions and
maoving & step further in embracing the other as a friend
show their openness and wider ecumenical ouflook.
Their whole Efe was commitied in building the church
and communiies as part of enfarging the horzon of
the kingdom welues. The close association | had wikth
them for the last baenty eoght years as a bishop of the
charch geve ample opporbunity to leamn new lessons
and emulate the richness of radifion and values rooted
in Chrizt and the scripture.

The Diocese of North America owes a lof to the Late
lamenied Dr. Joseph Mar Thoma Mefropolitan and
Dr. Philipose Mar Chrysostom Mar Thoma Valiya
Metropolitan for their confribufion and timely advice
for the progress of the Diocese. We also chernish the
strong motivation given by Valiva Thirumeni as the first
Diocesan Bishop of North America and Europe Diocese.
We pray that God may contimue to strengthen the church
and the Diocese to keep the legacy and greaf vision of
our forefathers for the progress of the faih communiby.

With regards,

St

Rt Rev. Dr Isaac Mar Philoxenos
Episcopa

Prayerful greetings from
The Diocese of North America & Europe

Rt. Rev. Dr. Euyakim Mar Coorilos Suffragan Metropolitan &
Rt. Rev. Joseph Mar Barnabas Suffragan Metropolitan

on the occasion of Installation as new Suffragan Metropolitans.

.'l,—i
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Dr. Cherian Samuel

Blessed Greelings to Fellow Marthomites!

| praize God and thank Him for the opportunity to serve
on the Mar Thoma Messenger Editorial Board. | stand
humbled—on the shoulders of many before me—

seeking your prayers and support.

This Messenger issue for the 2021 thind Guarter {July-
August-September) celebrates the life and |legecy of
two spiritual giants of the Mar Thoma Church: The Maost
Rev. Dr Philipose Mar Chry=sostom Mar Thoma Vakya
Metropalitan (1918-20:21) and His Grace The Mo=t Rev.
D Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan (1931-2020). As
we mourn the loss of our beloved Bishops —Joseph
Mar Thoma (lraneus Thirumeni) and Chrysostom
Thirumeni — it is hard fo accept that they departed
within & spam of =ik months of each oiher We iake
thiz opporfunity, as the Morth American Mar Thoma
Diaspora, to pay fributes to Iranews Thirumeni and
Chrysosiom Thirumeni, prasing God for their blessed
and impactiul fives. We are pleased o present a rich
collection of perspectives from our Diocesan Bishop,
Rt. Rev. Dr lsaac Mar Philoenos, clergy, and laity,
exploring the theme of Apostolic hertage in the Mar
Thoma Church, and personal reflections.

As the Morth Amernican Mar Thoma Diocese, we thank
Chirysosiom Thiremeni and reneus Thiremeni for their
selfless senvice, dedicafion, and commitment io the
growth and progress of the Mar Thoma Church. Many
Morth American Merthomites have long-standing, desp
perzonal relationships with Chrysosiom Thirumeni and
franeus Thirumeni. Chrysostom Thirumeni was the
very first Bishop of the new “Diocese of North America
and United Kingdom,” and iraneus Thirumeni was
the Metropolitan of the Church during the growih and
consolidation phase of the North Amernican end Europe
Diocese during the pest decade or so. We declare
wholeheartedly with the Psalmist, “Precious in the sight
of the Lord is the death of his saints" (Psalm 116:13).

The LORD
Aimighty  granted
Chrysosiom  Thirumeni
en exceptional e of faith,
love, and-service for almost 104 long years, ke the
iree planied by the waters, with roots spread out, mot
fearing the heat, with green leaves (Jeremish 17:8).
Thirsmeni served the Mar Thoma Church and the
wider Indian society as a Bishop for almost 68 years,
an Indian record for Bishops. Since becoming the
Vafiya Melropolan in 2007, Chrysostom Thirumeni
munistered extensively fo the wider non-Mar Thoma
communily, becoming a most beloved spirfual leader
and an elder siatesman. Thirumeni's lowve for hurmanity
was & true fesiament to hiz iving faith, autheniicafing
Jesus's Upper Room command to His disciples to love
each other, just as Jesus loved them (John 15:12). In
2018, the Gowernment of India honored Chryzosiom
Thirumeni with the Padma Bhueshan — one of India's
highest cihvilisn honors — making Thirumeni the very
first Indian Bichop fo receive the award.

Ireneus Thirumeni served the Mar Thoma Church as 8
Biehop for 45 years, faithfully following the foolsteps
of his Maramon Palakunnath family forefathers,
consisting of Abreham Malpan —the father of the
reformation in the Makankara Church — and the first
four Metropofitans of the Mar Thoma Church. Iraneus
Thinemeni wes an unparellieled visionary Melropoan
and inzstitubion builder, spearheading the Church's entry
into new fields of education and expanding the Church
footprint in major Indan urban centers. In &l maiters,
freneus Thiremeni led the: Mar Thoma Church from the
fromt, like the mighty Bon — majestic in pace and stately
in walk — that does not turn away from any (Proverbs
30:30). Iraneus Thirumeni also had a deep interest in
history and an abiding love for heritage, exemplified by
ihe e=tablishment of the Mar Thoma Church Animation
Center and Museum (Thiruvalia, Kerala), feahwing

e Ty,
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historical arfifacts, including the Malankara Throne,
that was used for the consecrstion of the first Indian
Metropolitan of Syrian Christians —Mar Thoma 1 —in
1655, following the historic "Dath of Coonen Cross™ in
1653.

Chrysostom Thirumeni and Iransus Thirumeni had
a sirong parinership, serving together as Mar Thoma
Church Bishops for 45 years, leading the Church as
consecutve Melropolitans, duing a tme of repid
growih and expansion of the Mar Thoma Church
Chrysostom Thirumeni and braneus Thirvmeni sl=o had
strong conneclions fo Maramon, where Chrysostom
Thirumeni was born and raised and went to school —
whien his father, the Very Bev. K. E. Dommen, served as
the Wicar of the Maramon Church — and lived when His
Grace served es Valiya Meiropolitan. in his memoirs,
Chrysosiom Thisumeni credits: his Maramon middie and
high school teacher—T. P Koshy — as the mspirafion for
his brilliant humor and oratory. Chrysostom Thirumeni
glzo thanked God on various occasions for preparning
Franeus Thirumeni io lesd the Mar Thoma Church —
when Cheysostom Thirumeni turmed 90 — stating that
Iraneus Thirumeni was a more capable leader for the Mar
Thoma Church! Both Thirumenis exceled in teking the
Gospel to the publc square, building strong redationships
with other refigious leaders in Kerala and India, fully
living up to the Mar Thoma motto of "Lighted to Lighten.”
Chryzostom Thinemeni and Iraneus Thirumeni also builk

Full Time Ministry

Those who are interested in serving in the full time minisiry of the church and who are willing fo pursue
theological studies may conisct the Diocesan Office. Candidates should be active members of their respective
local parizhes of the Mar Thoma Charch and should demonsirate an eagemess to serve. The Diocese is planning
to arrange &n online prayer fellowship for all prospective candidates in the near future. Please send your neme,
parish name, and contact information to the following email address: marthomadiocese@gmail.com

-,

sobd parinerships with other Chrisfian denominations
in Kergla, India, and the World, serving in leadership
positions in varous Church Associsbions. Last, but
not least both Chrysostom Thirumeni end Iraneus
Thirumeni were strongly committed io social progams
for meeling the needs of the poor and the marginalized
sections of sociely, fhrough warious organizations of
the Mar Thoma Church. The passing of Chrysostom
Thirumeni and Iraneus Thirumeni fruly marks the end
of &n era for the Mar Thoma Church as the leadership
transitions to & new generabon of Bishops.

Let me close by thanking God for allowing us &8s a
family (Keerikaitu Tharayilethu, Venmoni, Kerala) fo
know Chrysostom Thirumeni and lraneus Thirumeni
personglly. Whie the relafionship with Chrysostom
Thirumieni was primarily through our father's generation,
the relationship with lraneus Thinumeni was with our
generation. lreneus Thirumeni was well known fo us
from his numerous visits to our Venmoni home with
pur parents and the exiended family. When we staried
Iving in the Washingion OC area, we aiso met iraneus
Thirumeni regulary during wisits with his Venmaoni
Veppumthara cousins. We sorely miss Thirumeni's
photographic memory and encyclopedic knowledge of
numerous cousing and the sweet warmth of his love
and care. May the Lord Almighly sustain us Al

Dr. Cherian Samuel
Associste Editor

"_p—i
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APOSTOLIC LEGACY

Most Bev. Dr Philipose Mar Chrysostom Marthoma
Valiya Metropolitan and Most Rev. Dr. Joseph Marthoma
Metropolitan have become annals of hisiory and have
become part of the invisible Charch. We need fo read
gbout the past in order to undersiand the present
People without & grasp of history are ke people
without memory. A imowledge of hisiory of the past
will help us to understend befter both ourselves and
those with whom we might disagree. Kar Barth, a
renowmned theologien observed that the correct attifude
io our theological forbearers is summarzed in the fifth
commandment. Honor your father and mother This
commandment remiains binding on children even when
they have left home. We should listen with respect o the
voice of the past. it will mofivate us fo go forward in life.
Dr. Chrysostom Marthoma Metropolitan and Dr. Joseph
Mar Thoma Melropolitan were the bwo legends of the
Marthoma Church who kept the legacy of the past

Mar Chrysostom Marthoma Vaiya Metropolian was
a peniis. A highly infelligent person of exiraondinary
ability who led & stupendous and unpamlieled fife. He
was unigue, mulifaceted, sophisticeted and a versatie
perzonglity. He was the oldest Bishop to ive a blessed
103 years on this plansl He was the first Bishop o
receive the Padma Bhushan, the thind highest civilian
award by the government of india. He was a voracious
reader and &n oralor. Though he d&id not author any
book, many books have been written on him and his life.
Hiz teachings were simple but profound, peneirafing
and touching. His sermons and talks were applauded
and appreciated by all and sundry. Thirumeni's Holy
Commimion Senices Were very inspiring. Though not
known for melodious chanis, his service was filled with
awe endreverence toihe Almighty, celebrating the Liturgy
medicidously with uimost respect. He was particular in
keeping disfinclion and similarities of the Church and
the Kingdom of God. His concept of the Kingdom of
God was inclusive and transcended &ll human bamiers.
| recall few of his theological sistements made duning
diffierent sifuations of life or during his sermons.

Very Rev. Dr. Cherian Thomas,
Dalig=

He said, “esus did not do anything a perfect man
cannot do. Had he used his divinity in his public miniskry
our sahvation would not have been possible.”

“The way to heaven is through this world; to this reason
God placed us in this world. The greatest work of God
was done in this world through Jesus Chrisi.  He fved
in thiz world, crucified, buried, and was risen in this
world. Jesus will be coming back to this world again.
Fullness of salvation iz not possible without involving in
ihe affairs of the world. The ulfimate purpose of God s
ihe transformation of the world "

DOnce while visiting the Ceniral Prizon, Jail inmates,
he said, "Heaven is crowded with fhieves-Repented
thieves. The difference bebween you and me is that you
are caught, and | am nof caught.”

Allithese staternents are loaded wilh theological idess and
revelation of Gospel truths. (some of the above lines are
frommy articieinthe recent edition of FOCUS, June 2021)
Dr. Joszeph Mar Thoma Metropoltan was the fifth
Metropoliian from the Palslunnethu Fami@y. Abraham
Malpen, the person who gave leadership for
Reformation was from Palakikunnathy famshy. Mathews
Mar Athenasius Metropoliten worked exiremely hard fo
keep the historic episcopacy and nurfured the apostaolic
faith in the Malankara Church. Thomas Mar Athanasius
Metropalitan led the church in &= independence without
compromusing with foreign domination without counting
the cost Even though we fesled in the court case we
upheld the independence of the Malankara Church. He
suffered a lof for the Church menislly and physically.
Tibus [ and Titus || Marthoma Meinopolgans: preserved
the ientity of the Marthoma Church in fs form of
wiorship and administration. Or. Jozeph Marthoma being
the architect and buslder of the Marfhoma Church, fread
through & new path which was unigue and the Church
grew to new heights in & mulfifaceted manmer His
contribufions were fremendous &nd marveloes. His fife
was remarkabiy great, prodigious.

e
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They &ll ived and coniributed their best, in guiding and
nounshing the Church. These Metropolitens saied the
ship (church) through froubled waters in storm and
airess.

Ecumenical Personalities

Both Metropoditans: lived ecumemcally. and both wers
inclusive in their approach. Chrysostom  Thirurmeni
aftended the Second Vetican Council as- an observer
(1962-1365) and widened the ecumenical hotizons.
Both Metropofitans were very sctive in Kerala Christian
Council (KCC), National Council of Churches in India
(NGGI), Christtan Conference of Asig (CCA) and World
Christian Council (WCC). They were Presidents of
KCC, NGOGl and -CCA. Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolgan
was very active in Churches Auxiligry for Social action
(CASA), Ecumenical Church Loan fund (ECLOF), and
World Vision. Both led peace missions of ihe Ceniral
government to different conflicling commumnities. They
respect people of other faiths and-sccept -and respect
their differences. Accept all what is possible fo agres
and respect all what we cannot agree - That was the
principle adopted by Dr Joseph Marthoma as- the
basis of his ecumenicel vision. Both our Metropoditans
accepied end respecied 8l people a5 crested by ouwr God;
and therefore God s our Father gnd &ll are brofhers and
sisters, and each person is different and the: difference
does not prevent us from lowing one another The
bottom fine is God's: love, as Jezus-Their Master vec
and praciiced. Both were philanihropists end involved
in- developmental aciivities in the focal level for the
upliftment of the poor, downtrodden, and marginglized
in the larger society. Their ecumenicel views were not
simiply umity of churches but the unity of all humankind
irrespective of caste, color, creed orgender end integrty
of creafion, Both faughi the church the urgemcy and
need of preserving the biodiversiby of nature - the nvers,
maountaing and valleys, &l flora and fauna, The aninsals
were their friends. They loved mabire end enjoyed its
diversity and respecied all life. They established a new
traditon in the church. Dr. Joseph Marthoma starfed a
work among the Transgenders and founded a center for
them in-Chengannur for their education and updtiment.
Mow ihe Government of Keraie hes taken up projects
like this for the uplifiment and dignity of Transgenders.

Theologians

Both were biblical theologians. Chrysostom Thirumeni
By his wit and humar conveyed the gospel truths 1o the
ardinary people. He was known i all a5 “The Man with
the golden fonpue.” Dy, Joseph Marthoma exprassed his
theological views through his actions. When & severs
garthquake occurred in Latur, Maharashira (India), he
immediately went io the s#e and gave leadership to [iHt
them up through relief operations. He gave leedership
and mobilized funds for the construciion of houses for
the poor people. Likewize, when the Tsunami hit the

coasial aress of Kerals and Tamil Nadu, be visited those
places and made funds aveilable io construct housses
and gave leadershipio relief operations. Another initigtive
by Thirumeni wes o take care of people suffering from
major gilmenis. The Sabha Council collecied five crores
rupees for heiping people suffering from mejor aikments
fike cances, kidney relaied problems and heer diseases.
He was very concemed about Achens and families who
were suffering due to vanous causes and he-used fo
give awey & good emount of money to help them fo
tide over their difficult situstions as they were ungbie
io bear the expenses. The building up of the Hermitags
in Wozhencherry was his dream in connaciion with this
cause. He shared his dreams with me many imes about
thizs project. He was a loving shepherd who knew his
sheep by mame. His personal refationship with people
were astounding. He seldom used program diary. He
knevw it byheart. He remembers people with their histony
and meintained & loving refationship with them: He was
sincere in his relafionship and personally knew several
heads of the siate.

Vizion and Mission

Joseph Marthoma believed thet Church i an agent,
msirument, sign, end sacrament of the Kingdom of
God. He believed thal budlding wp of the church is the
building up of the Kingdom of God. Instifufions of the
church ere a means i serve the people and in tum
serve God in bringimg about progress in their life. He
ired his very best fo keep up the purpose of each
mziitution for which they were established whether i
is & =school, college, or-a hospital. During his period
a5 Metropolitan all the insfitutions bore good results.
Thirumeni took keen inferest in developing our hospdalks
including  Kaitenem. Under his initistive Katfanam,
kKumbened and Chungathara hospitals started dialysis
a5 & part of their ireatment. He was instrumental in
starting different para-medical courses in Kattanam and
he managed them efficiently. He secured properiies in
prime kocetions in Dethi for the Chorch, far the Diocesan
Gendre and Bishops houss. He glso secured properties
for the church in Chennai, Anchal, Ayoor, Kolkam,
kozhencherry and many oifer places. The Poolathesn,
the residence of the Metropoliten was rebuili during
his- time to- sccommodate Metropobtan's residence,
suites for bishops and guests, office space, conference
hal and other such amenities. During his time, & was
decided 1o rebuild the Sabha Office and he condributed a
substantial amouni o complste the ground floor of the
Dilchng.

Both Metropoltans kept the legecy end ‘tread new
paihs to lead the church fo new heighis. Afhough sach
of them had their own way of doing things, they both
worked hard for the upbuilding the Church, and in tum
they were working for the growth of God’s Kingdom.
They both et their goal in Christ o fJulfill Hiz will for the
fransformation of the word.
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The Vision and Ministry ot"

Chrysostom Mar Thoma &

Joseph Mar Thoma

=

Two of the senior Metropoltans of the Malankara
Mear Thoma Syrian Church- Mar Chrysosiom Valya
Metropolitan end Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan-
were called to etemnal rest on May 5, 2021, and October
18, 2020, respeciively. The global Chriztian commumity
came together fo bid farewell to the two Thirumeniz,
who were genuine humanitasiens with global vision.
They were great leaders and lived ahesd of their
fimes and created history. The departure of our two
Metropolitans is, however, an appropriate fime fo remind
owrzeives shout ther steadfast dedication to the vision
and mizsion of the church.

i i difficult to do justice to the many and vared
confributions of the two Thinemenis with regards to their
contributions towards the growth and development of
the Mar Thoma Church. Both had different approaches,
personalities, and disposiions. What united them was
their unwavering commitment fo the mission of the
Mar Thoma Church for which they offered inspirafional
leadership and feflowship and that is the focus of this
arficie. Both Thirumeniz embodied the “fruit of the
gpirit® Bsted by Paul for the Galatians. They exhibied
frue aftruistic spiri - a willingness to give without
expecting amything in refum.

Dr. Usha George, Ph.D.
Canadian Mar Thoma Church, Toronio

The poal and functon of the Church as per the Mar
Thoma Church websile are:

To be the reposstory of the divine docirines: revealed by
Jesus Christ and proclaimed by His Apostle.

To maintain these docirines in their purity.
To promote the spirifual life of s members through the

administration of sacraments and by the minisiry of the
WORD.

To make disciples of all nations by the prociamation ofthe
Gozpel to all the wordd, and through the administration
of Holy Baptism in the name of friune God (Overview,
Malankara Mar Thoma Church).

| have identified & number of interrelated fegtures that
can be described as the mission of the Mar Thoma
Charch, defended, and fostered by the two Thirumenis.
I need to acknowiedge & major imitafion of this article.
| kad fmited access to published works- mainky books-
available in Kerala. | have depended mainly on resources
from the intemet.

LT
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Bible az the ultimate word

The Mar Thoma Church defines itself as “Apostolc in
origin, universal in nature;, Biblical in faith, Evangelical
in principle, Ecumenical in outiopk, Onental in worship,
Democrafic in funclion and Episcopsl in character”™ The
Church dentifies its goal and funclion as: °. __io be the
repository of the divine docirnes revealed by Jesus
Chwict and proclaimed by His Aposties; o maintain these
doctrines in their purity; to promote the spiriual life of its
members through the adminisiration of the sacraments
and by the minsiry of the Word.” R believes in Jesus
Chwizst and in the Triune God and accepts the Holy Bible,
consisting of 66 books of the Oid and New Testaments,
gs the basis for afl mafters of docirine and faith. The
miost important mission of the church ks fo safeguard
the word of God as revealed by Jesus Christ and faught
by the Aposties and to promote the spirtual e of the
faifhful. Adminisiration of sacraments and preaching
the Word of God sre essential components of worship.
increased use and study of the Bible i encouraged and
preaching of the Word is an essential part of all formal
cimerch events. The understending is that Christianity =
not & st of rifuals, but essentially 8 way of ife. Salvation
consists of communion with and obedience fo Christ,
and liberation from the bondage of sin is & maler of
present expenence.

Studying the word of God through Bible sfudy
and sermons iz an essential element of all the
suborganizations within the Mar Thoma Church. The
Sumday School, Edaveka Mission, Youth Group, Sevika
sanghom and Seniors’ Group, for example, fo promote
the shedy of the Bible in their regular mesfings.

In addition to being biblical scholars, the two Thirumenis
were exceplional in their abdity fo offer practical
interpretations of the Word of God. They reminded us
that what matters ulimately is not the length of time you
spend in this word, but your ability to create positive
impacts on other people’s lives and to fum negethaty
into positivity:

Evangelism

Proclaiming the Gospel to nations and bapising in the
mame of the Father, Son and Holy spirit form anokher
feature of the Mar Thoma Church. Taking the Gospel fo
all commumities was seen &5 revolutionary in 8 society
that was deeply divided on the basis of casie and other
social divicions. Christ demanded hberation for all
people from all kinds of bondage. All homian beings are
o be united &s one family in the kingdom of God and
the church i to work for the extension of the kingdom

."—I

through oot the world. Started in the wake of the
Reformation Movement pionesred by Abraham Malpan,
the Martin Luther of the East, a number of evangelistic
associafions were formed. The Mar Thoma Evangelistic
Association, the missionary wing of the Mar Thoma
Chasrch was formed in 1888. Evangelistic endeavours
in and outside Kerala have flourished over the years
because of the untiring efforts of many evangelisis and
laymen. K is also expecied that every member of the
church will bear witness to the salvefion of Christ and
communicate the gospel message in their everyday
interactions. The branch of the Mar Thoma Voluntary
Evangelizts" Association in the Parizh is called Edavaka
Mission and if emphesizes the ministry of the laity in the
church.

The mission fields within and outside Kerala enjoyed
enormous support by the two Thirumenis. They urged
every Marthomite to be an evangelist and spread the
good news of Jesus’s redemplion fo the far ends of the
whorld.

Ecumenism, the practice in which Chrshians who
belong fo different denominations work together io
develop closer relafionships among ther churches
and promote Chrisfian wnity, i fundamenisl fo the
Mar Thoma mission. Ecumenism emphesizes wiat
is viewed as the universality of the Chrisfian faith and
unity among churches. Ecumenizm is the movement to
promoie Chrisfian unity.

Both Thirumenis were essenfislly ecumenists. They
uzed the ecumenical plafforms to spread the message
of basic human nights, inclesion, sanclity of life, and
dignity of all humans. They mainiained that regious snd
ethnic discrimanafion have been the major contributors
1o the violation of basic humen rights, and their advocacy
for peace and justice are founded on the work on the
ground. They occupied seats of leadership on several
nafional and imternafional bodies such as the World
Council of Churcihes, Christian Conference of Asia, and
the Nationsl Council of Charches. The Ghurch enjoys
full inter-communion relationships with the wordwide
Anglican commemion, G531, CNI end Episcopal Churches
in USA and Canada.

Social Engagement

An eloquent testimony for being a true Chrislian is one's
abifity to translate faith info action. Jesus Christ was
the most powerful example of faifh and achion. Jesus
insiructed the people by saying, "...do not believe me
uniess | do the works of my Father” (John 10:37). OQur
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faith has no impact unless it is accompanied by actions.
S0, our actions should therefore be a result of our faith.

In a society deeply strafified onthe basis of caste, religion,
and gender, the Thirumenis promoted Christianity, a5 a
way of franscending social divisions. They challenged
the stafus quo and offered a radical siternative — an
aftermative that translated faith info achons; aimed at
the alleviafion of poverty and homelessness as well as
the promotion of the rights of the marginalized. Social
Action- people coming together to tackie an issue and
improve the lives of others- was seen as anintegral part
of the mission of the Church.

The Mar Thoma Church runs a large nebasock of
organizetions designed to uplift and support the less
fortunate in our sociely. Lafest figures indicate that there
are 38 social welfare inshitutions, 14 desfifute homes,
and ten hospitals run by the Mar Thoma Church.

The leadership of the church in the fields of education,
medical mission and charity work is well recognized
not only within India, but also globally; and has made &
positive impact on the lives of many people.

The two Thirumenis were deeply commited to the
growih and expension of the Mar Thoma Chunch as

=

d caring &nd nurturing community, responding to the
needs of the poor and manginakized. The ectivities related
o their Navathi celebrations offer the besi examples of
their commétment to mesding the basic nesds of the less
fortunate in our sociely.

With the departure of these Thitumenis, we have [ost two
great spirtual leaders who exemplified genuine Christian
qualiies. Their simple and progressive approach o
Taith and &fe will be & lasting legacy. Their message &
clear, and | gquote from the documentary- 100 years of
Chry=ostom: “To ive does not meen you are aiive Life
iz all about fighfing and fuming ali the negafivity arcund
us to positivity."
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The Tradition, Legacy, and the Lifeworld of Metropolitans
Chrysostom Mar Thoma and Joseph Mar Thoma

Introduction

Time and history play a key rode in the formation of
individuals. When history and mystery work together.in
the life of individuals, their ife becomes fransformadive
and erchetypal. They surpass fime and space and
continue i influence and molivate  generations.
Meiropolitans Mar Chrysostom and Joseph Mar Thoma
are two eminent persons of this class. The ouflook,
spirituglity, and the faith spproach of these stalwerts
moulded the church &nd commuonity and equipped
fhe Mar Thoma Church fo face brenzitions et various
levelz. This article stiempts to mark the lifeworld of
Meiropolitans Chryzosicm Mar Thoma and Joseph Mar
Thoma that shaped their visions and aspiraficns.

Spiritual Revival in Travancore

Thie Mar Thoma Church is an eastern church: It comes
umder the Syriac family: of churches, the ancient of the
three tradifions, Latin &nd Greek forming the other two.
it prezerved s continuity with the early church and its
faith tradition through its apostolic succession, urgical
iradiftion, and historic epizscopacy. The church revitelized
itseli through the reformation of Abrakam Malpan
which reinstated the church in Biblical foundation
and evangelical zeal Spintual Revivaism which hit
Travancore was crucial in the transformetion of Mar
Thoma Christiens of the reformed faction. Spiritual
revivelism which started in the 1870z &nd iasted unfil
the 18940°s with ups and downs was vital in the life of
the Christiens gnd others in central Travencors with far
reaching CONSEqQUENCEs.

"

Spiritual revivelism kindied the-spinit of repentance and
desire for a true Christien [fe bazed on biblical faith.
Pzople started reeding, f=arning, and maditating on the
Word of God. There were many priests conducting Bible
study groups i the evening in the houses end libranes
adiacent to the schools establizhed by the Evangelistic
Associafion sz part of itz mission among the sleve
caste commundies. and for the general public. Mar
Thoma youth and students enthusiastically participated
in thoze Bible stody series conducted by emiment
priests fike Kalamannil Qommen Achen (Very Rev
K. E. Dommen], Plavumkal Achen (Rev. P I. Mathai),
Mandapathdl Achen (Rev. P 1. Jacob), Rev. M. C. George
{father of Metropoliten Alexander Mar Thoma), &nd so
on. Schooks and codleges were vibrant with Bible studies
which ignited farvour for mission. The mission of the
Mar Thoma Church among Dalits and other outcastes
in Kerala and elsewhere in india alzo formed a formiative
paradigm. The Maramon Conwvendion was well known
for its grest legacy of biblicel messages, spirtusl
renewal, and evangelical erdour. This was the spiritual
paradigm of young Chrysostom Mar Thoma and Joseph
Mar Thoma. They both were participentz of those
Bibde study movements in their villages, schools, and
cofieges. They breathed the spirt of revivalism, Biblical
narrations, &nd evangelical pigtism. They both bore the
haltmark of that sparit throughout their life.

Biblical Humanism

One of the important features of the sgiritual revivelism
was repentence and confession of sins. The quast for
true Christian life was a mejor theme. Caste and ofher
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ongenizations of fhe church:
Sunday  School,  seminary,
ctudents, youth, and women
wiers involved in ihe mission of
the church. Ewen the Mar Thoma
schools and colleges orgenized
mission trips to various mission

fields. They conducied street
side meetings, house visits, and
prayer meetings. i orented the
youngsters and children alike in
mission, scripture, worship, and
exposed them fo the sufferings
and needs of the people. They

discriminations came io be noted a5 a serous obstacie
for & true and biblical Christian ife and wilness. This
was oriented by biblical humenism which emphasized
equality of humanity before the creafor end redssmer
God.. The exhortations st the Maramon Convention
against. caste, alomg with the “social movements
agamst i, had deep impact on Mar Thoma youth.
They sterted inter-dinning a5 part of their spirtual and
social program. They conducted inter-communicn with
Christians who were converted from the slave castes.
Meiropolitans Chryzostomn Mar Thoma and Joseph
Mar Thoma bore the mark of this biblical humanizm.
They aiways mede their way to reduce the dispanties
between castes, communities, and gender, and therzby,
bringing reconciliation among the communifies and
identities. Vanous developmental program for the Dalit
parishes and the mission among the transgender people
are some of the examples.

Evangelical Zeal

The Malabar Mar Thome Syrian Christian Evangelistic
BAzsociation established in 1886 iz the first indigenous
missionary . organization in Brfish India and in any
other  princely state. H represents the chunch's
earmest commifmeni io  evengelism and Christian
mission. Missionary engagement of the Association
was fransformetive. i energized the church. All the

grew in concern for the other
Wherever they went, they confinued to wilness Christ
and contributed for the cause of the needs of hurmanity.
The very zeal of mission is central io the vizion end action
of both the Meiropolifans. They remained a continued
inapiration to the missionares and evangelists of the
church.

Justice and Righteousness

From the time of Matayali Memonal," the Mar Thoma
Church is commitied to socisl justice. The non-Malayali
Brahmins who wers less than 2% of the total population
held 1,035 govemment jobs in Travancore having a
salary betwesn Rz, 10 o 50 and 27 jobs with selary
above Rs. 50 ° An Ezhava vouth, Palpu, whe passed the
medicel examination, cowld not get & job in Travencore
medical service ® T. C. Punnen, a Syrian Christian who
was g8 Cambridge graduate, also could not get a job in
Travancore government service® Malayali Memorial
addressed this serous dispanty and injustice in the
society and demanded to redress £ Mar Thoma
Meiropolitan Palakkuennathu Thomes Mar Athanasius
was in the forefront of thiz chac right movement.

The following vears wilnessed more siruggles from
the Christian, Mozl and Ezheva communities for
maore civic rights and democratic governance: The
Mar Thoma Church and the Mar Thome members

2

3
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Malayal Memonial is 2 memarandum submithed by the people of Kemla to Maharaja Sree Moclam Thimnal im 1851, Signed by moee than
10,000 peoplz which includes Hindus, Mushims, and Chnsdans, Mafayali Memeorial agisasion requested Sni Moolam Thirunal 1o secure
jobs for the educated Keralaiz cifizens in the Travancore civil servce. During the time, the masority of the jobs were inthe hands of Tamil
Brahmnins. Thiz zould be histerically located 25 the first civie right movement in Keralz. & marked the transition of socsety from 2 fzudal
and castz onented ane fo 2 demosratic society with civic consgigusness, 2 sense of equaliy, and civil nghts.

Beena Devazsy, “Wealth and Social Azsertion: A Study on the Sel-Axsertion Movements of Syrian Christians”, 1800-1350 in Proceedings
af the fadian History Congress Vol 75 [2014) 7838 &7

T. B Sankarankufty Mair, Or. Falou - The Pioneer Ezhava Social Refarmer of Kerala (1863-71950) in Proceedings of the Indian Hestory
Gonpress Vol £0 [1575) (New Delhi: IRC. 1979), 841- 8495

Ginu Dammenn Zachanah, *Kerala Navotdhanavem Mar Thoma Sabhayum™ (Malayaiam) in Malaniare Sabha Tharata, Vol 128, lssue 1,
Jaruary 2020, 12- 15
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actively participated in those movements. In 1936, C. V.
Kumjiraman, & leader of the Ezhava communitly, preached
at the Maramon Convention against the casie and
communal discriminstions in society. He condemned
the discriminaiory policies of the government. When C.
P Ramaswamy hyer, the Diwen of Travancore, followed
a policy of communal divide in the sociely, the Mar
Thoma Church and i Metropoliten Abraham Mar
Thoma vehemently opposed it courageously.

The peviod beiween 1931 and 1947 was a dynamic
period of political agitation. Thiz formed the poliical
and civic oullook of the Meiropolitans Chry=ostom Mar
Thoma and Jozeph Mar Thoma. They lived, studied, and
grew up with the civic movemenis and agitafions against
caste. The national movement for Indian independence
too had deep impact on them. Their pafrioi=m and
nationalism were incomupt, nevertheless, it did not
confing them with parochiesm, hafred, and enmity
io other nationalities. The biblical spirtuedity of the
righieousness of the Kingdom of God and the historical
paradigm of polifical and chvic apiation of the fime
moulded them &= giobal and cosmic humans with the
aspirations of harmony and reconciation among all
differences.

Ecumenical Approach

if the nineteenih century i recorded in world history
as the age of mizsion, the twentieth cenfury is marked
as the age of ecumenism. The formafive years of the
Meiropoltans Chrysostom Mar Thoma and Joseph
Mar Thoma are marked by the ecumenical ouilook
which promoled harmony and fraternily among the
newly educated generation of Kerala who oulgrew the
commumnal and caste divide. The students and the youth
of Kerala who participated in the polifical agitetions and
missionary activities of the chunch developed fratermity
which surpassed ali divisions. The global spread of
ecumenical ideas alzo influenced them. in schools and
colleges they started various ecumenical organizations

o help the poor and needy. SCM, YMCA and YWCA,
Student inter-Religious Fellowship, etc. represent the
aspiration of the youth for a wider vizion of Christianity
end humanity. M. A Thomas and M. M. Thomas of
ihe Mar Thoma Church sterted Waif and Siray Home
for the =lum children in Trivandrum. They worked for
harmony ‘among the denominalions and commamnities.
These movements and the parficipation in them became
formafve to the Melropolitans. Akwaye Union Chrestian
College, where bolth stodied, was an epitome of
ecumenizm and the national movement. The intelleciual
and socio-political etmosphers inifhe collepge also highly
influenced them.

The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church and the Mar
Thoma Church held dislogue since 1968, The purposs
of the dislogue was to consider their agreemenis as
well as points of differences. Chrysosiom Thirumeni
led the Mar Thoma Church for the dislogue. It brought
a “Common Statemeni® mdicaling the agreement
befween the churches. Joseph Mar Thoma Meiropolitan
diso gave leadership io open dialogue with the Old
Cathofic Church, & tradifional and progressive church
spread. out in BEurope and America, and the Malankara
Syrian Orthodox Church. His Grace also gave leadership
in WCC, CCA, and NCCL

Conclusion

opiritual revivalizsm in Travancore during the twenticth
cenfury, Bible =tudy, missionary enthusiasm, socio-
poliical movements in Travancore, and ecumenical
outiook were - the impostant formafive factors that
designed the Eewaorld of the Metropolitens. Their vision
and ministry enabled them to live out those realities that
ihey perceived and became a part of their worldview
Their commiiment fo the Christian faith, hemanitarian
concems, progressive thinking, missionany zeal, and
ihe like, are a formative and continued inspiration to the
church and to the wider commamnity.

New Clergy Assigned to the
Diocese of North America and Europe

Rev. Sunil Chacko
21 Mathew's Mar Thoma Church, Toronbo

Wife : Liza Hizabeth Mathew.
Children Josh Jacob Sund, 10% grade
Sheeve Mathew Sunil, 6® grade

Home Pasish ;- All Saints MarThoma Charch,
Kampamcode.
'I—v,'h
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APOSTOLIC LEGACY:
“The Vision and Ministry of

CHRYSOSTOM MAR THOMA &
JOSEPH MAR THOMA”™.

History iz fascinafing with its Tlora and fauna® of
peoples and events. History i also challenging with its
geographical and fopographical colors and contours
of local and universal import. Indian church history i
riddied with persecufion and martyrdom. Mar Thoma
Church i & reformed wing of the Malankara church
established by the Apostle Thomas who came to India
with a clear vizion and an undaunfing message of the
Gospel, "My Lord and my God." Mar Thoma church
is gl the following: Eastern, Ecumenical, Evangelical,
and Episcopal. Open Bibke = the mark and the "Magna
Carta’ of the Mar Thoma Church. The Word of God is the
guiding force of the theology of the church (ecclesiology)
through her [Burgical life.

As we ponder on the Vision of Minisiry’ of these
two Fathers of the Church, Mar Cheysosiom Valya
Meiropolitan and Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan, we
have to invoke the incamation model and Discipleship
logic. Jesus is God incamate. Inthe words: of the Apostie
John, Jesus is the “Word made flesh.” Church iz the
confinuation of Jesus’ minisiry of the Kingdom of God.
Apostie Paul has caled her the “Body of Chrish" Jesus
cafled the dizciples and sent them out as the Aposties
with authority. Chirch is & covenant community with
the fasth that hes frivmphed over the challenges and
conflicts experenced by the community in this world.
How do we know this? "God so loved the world, that he
gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should
not perish but have etemal life” {John 3:16).

Az an ancient church in India, Mar Thoma Church was
blessed with leaders of exceedingly high stature. Az the
reformed wing of the Apostolic Church of Malankars,
we have celebrated the tenets of Malankara Reformafion
initiated by Palakunnathu Abraham Malpan, Kaithayil
Geevarghese Malpan and Eke-minded people of the

Rey. Dr. PG. George
Sinai Mar Thoma Church, London

fime.

From the Metropolian Mathews Mar Athanasius, we
have had fae Mebropolitsns from the Palakunnathu
family, Dr. Joseph Mar Thoma being the fifth in the great
ine of leadership owver the Aposinlic See of Malankar.
Metropolifan Dr Joseph  Mar Thoma succeeded
the Metopoliten Padma Bhushan Do Philipose Mar

Chrysosiom.

Struggle to locate the
emerging Mar Thoma ethos

When we think of & church or a family, both geography
and topography are significant. The Mar Thoma Church
was geographically a Central Trawvancore phenomenon
to begin with. The ‘ifeline’ river Pampa and the land
connected io this water source developed a “civilization’
of her own, especially with the beginning of Maramon
Convention on the riverbed of Pampa, near Kozhencherry
in Kerala.

The hardworking Christian community in this negson
did not hawve their own land or much resources. They
wene exploiied by tive higher casie people who owned
the land. The feith and commitment of the “Syrian
Chwiciens' made them special and helped o make: the
land prosperous. Church was more than a “‘companion’
in the struggles of the people, bul she defined fheir
identity and gawve them & higher vision for success and
prosperiy.

The era of the Most Rev. Dr. Juhanon Mar Thoma (1349
1976) was a long and tumultuous era, but it was also
& creafive ime during which we began pivoisl oulreach
in the ecumenical world, especially through the: World
Councd of Churches (WCC). The Mar Thoma Church
crossed the oceans and began to establish worshipping

T
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commumities in different parts of the world through the
phenomenon of migration.

The era of the Most Rev. Dr Alexander Mar Thomsa
(1977-1999) was an era of ecomomic boom. &nd
the Mar Thoma church became & giobal church with
parizhes in different confinents of the world, especially
in Europe and Morth America. We saw & steady increase
in the number of Bishops and Clergy. Alexander Mar
Thoma encouraged mission and evangeiizm. His Grace
saw possibilities in reaching out to India through the
vilages. Thirumeni encouraged and promofed Ashrams
in different parts of India.

The era of the Most Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar Chrysosiom
Mar Thoma (1999-2007) was an enierprsing era.
The Mar Thoma Church became more and more “de-
ceniralized” and the church became an excepbonally
large eniity with the establshment of dioceses and
parishes in different parts of the world.

The era of the Most Rev. Dr Joseph Mar Thoma (2007-
2020) was an era of engagement. The face and shape
of the Mar Thoma Church changed from a Ceniral
Travancore based commenity to a ‘Global entity” with
new pgenemafions added to d= membership. Many
churches were built or bought in different paris of the
world and the Metropolitan Joseph Bar Thoma was
available to consecraie these churches.

Ministry of the
Mar Thoma Church in the making

When we focus our attenfion on the ministry of these
iwro church fathers, Mar Chrysostom Valiya Melropoian
and Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan, we have fo recall
our Moito which was a glofous gift of our Juhsnon
Mar Thoma Metropoliten, “Lighted to Lighten." Two
dimensions of outreach of the church are beaufifully
biended in the Mar Thoma Church:

Ministry and Mission

Let us book &t the Vision of Ministry of Philipose Mar
Chrysosiom Vakya Metropolitan and Joseph Mar
Thoma Metropolitan. They complemented each obher
and attempled to develop their own schools of thought
o cepture the imaginstion of the people of God as &
community of faith in & plobalized world.

How did they see the People of God in the
world?

Mar Chryzosiom’s world was large, and His Grace
created an interactive space by negotising with the
ordinary people. When Dr. John Thatamenil and Dr. Ativyal

edited a book on the Valiva Metropolitan, they called &
“Wizsaon in the Market Place.™ His lifestyle was simpis
and inclusive. We may use the wond ‘ecumenical” for
his approach to people scross the board! John Weslsy,
the founder of Methodizm said that “| look upon ali the
world 25 my pasizh.” The Mar Chrysostom magic was
5o persuading and pervading that Thinumeni sfiracted
people from &l walks of Ee.

The world of Joseph Mar Thoma was ‘emveloped” by
the chanizmatic personality of Mar Chrysostom. Buf he
developed & creafive spece for kis ministry by cashing
in ion his handworking personality &nd the Palakunnathu
family legacy. His Grace had firsthand knowledge of the
working of the church during the period of Titus 11 Mar
Thoma, wien he spent quality fime with the MeiropoiRan
during his formative years. His: Grace travelied far and
wide and made ecumenical friends and engaged with
people of eminence from a broad spectrum of society.
He has spread the Mar Thoma ethos to the world-wide
communidy with ease and commanded respect from
international ecumenical bodies.

Both these leaders celebraied their life and ministry in
the Mar Thoma Church community and did their best fo
be relevant in 275t century India and the world.

How did they spread the love of God all
around?

We cannot duplicaie the Mar Chrysosiom ‘magic’
and the theological world that His Grace created. His
Grace used imeages from s own condexd or that of his
awdfience and mesierfully crafied messages: with such
‘gems" that would be so atimciive that people would
forget themselves. People would laugh for a while and
wait for the mext one to fall from his "golden tongue’. The
Mar Chrysosiom magic hed captivating and contagious
efiects so that people from all walks of Bfe enjoyed him
The most popular dictum of Mar Chrysostom is “Love
ihe workd.” He has taken his cue from John 316 “For
God =0 loved the world, that he pave his only Son,
ihat whoever beleves in him should nof perich bt
have etemnal ife” Just as God loved the world, you
also chould love the world. In this act of koving, Mar
Chryzosiom included ménisky, mission, evangelism,
mlmsmﬂmt.Thm,ﬂEﬂmdﬂsputfmwdhj
Bishop Chrysostom were clear and simpile with creative
logical trancactions. The categories that Hiz Grace had
empioyed might have sounded oubdated, bt he skifully
adapied those cafegories to transact the issues and
problemes of the day. Thirumeni extended the Jove of
Jesus 82 a good human being to one and all who came

into the ‘magnetic field" of his personslity.

1 Anadapsafion from Sohn Greenleaf Whitter's poem The Bemnal Gooooess (19653

T
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Joseph Mar Thoma was a praxis-oriented keader Hie
Grace was & ‘doing person” rather than a thinker In the
words of Dr. Philipose Mar Chrysostom Mar Thoma
Velya Metropoliten, Yoseph Mar Thoma Metropolitan
iz noble in ancestry, rich in self-ecquired abiifies, well
versed in relations, able and talented in consiruction
work and blessed in [eadership.” When Joseph Mar
Thoma was consecrated as a Bishop, a few lines recited
by the then Metropolitan Dy Juhanon Mar Thoma served
&8s & charter or compass for the rest of his ministry:

Off the maddening range of things,
Tossed by storm and flood

To one foed point my heart cling

| know, God iz good.”

The Melropolitan used to recile these lines o
coammunicate to the people that he had fov face very
irying and challenging situstions, but it was only God's
grace that carried him through i ail.

Whenever His Grace visited parish communities, he fook
fime to Esten to their hopes and aspirafions with love and
care. He fook an ardent inferest in resolving some of the
local iszues in the development of parish communities,
especially in the buildng of new churches. He istened
o their grievances and settied the issues for the good of
the commamity.

His Grace Joseph Mar Thoma was skilled in franslating
Ciwict's love into action in areas of confict. His Grace
served as the co-chaiman of the Joint Gommittee of
CCA (Chrisian Conference of Asia) and Asian Bishops
Conference. As 8 member of the "Peace Mission™ he
reached out to conflicts in East Timor, Magaland and
Manipur . There were times when they were not given
escoris or security and His Grace was ready fo risk his
life o bring peace and amity to those crisis-ridden areas:

For these Metropoltans, the Mar Thoma Chorch
covered a large ground and they fried their best to reach
the length and breadth of the commamity of faith around
he word &nd shared the lowve of Christ. They served as
Ambassadors of Christ’s love and service.

How did they build up the Kingdom of
God?

Jesus used parsbles fo convey to the crowd the
mystery of the Kingdom of God. Mar Chry=ostom used
the rhetorical shyle to communicate the Gospel of Jesus
Chrigt. His srguments were the platform on which he
fired ideas of the Kingdom with great precision. I was
so skillfully done that he was able to hold the inferest of
a single person, & group of people or a crowed. it was
often so mesmerizing that people would assume mles
and thus he had & caplivaied asdience.

.'l,—i

Mar Chrysostom was an  earth-bound Bishop
and a people-fmendly Metopoliten. He practiced
the incarmation principle im his ministry. The RMar
Chry=sostom Navathy Project was sn ambitious project
where the resources of the Church were channelized
into buldding houses for the poorest of the poor in
sociely. After His Grace’s refirement from official duties,
a5 the Valiva Metropolitan at his residence in Maramon
and later at the Fellowship Hospital in Kembanadu, he
capiured people’s imagination. Media attention was
something that he could not avoid. Mar Chrysostom
was the “news” and & “news maker™ Mar Chrysostom
was followed and fracked by people with power and
pesition, but they could not "possess” him. He siood tall
and commanded their respect in one way or the other

Jozeph Mar Thoma believed in the healing of the nations
and communities regardiess of their caste, colour, or
religion. Hiz Grace’s dream to develop & fund to help the
economically weak and vulnerable sections of sociely
for their hospital expenses is 8 beauliful expression of
his vision for mission. The project called Sneha Karam
(Loving Hands) is extended fo patients who are affected
by kfe threatening dizeases like, cancer. Free dialysis is
oifered o patients with kidney ailments.

Metropolitan Joseph Mar Thoma's innovative inifiatives
supported and promoted the faith community in the
dizspora context. it &= of parficulsr note that when
the leaders in India would not understand fhe gravity
of the =ituation here or suppori needs critical for the
growth &nd survival of the diaspora commumity in the
Western hemisphere, Thirumeni's interventions were
creafive. Thiremeni used these plaiforms in the West io
promoie the Mar Thoma Church and enter info deeper
ecumenical relationships with the local episcopal church
communities. In some cases, His Grace met with the
best speakers personally and invited them to come as
speakers at the Maramon Convention.

Conclusion

Both theze Metropolitans have left us with & great legacy
to treazure. They did not bulld monuments in their
memary, but they live in the hearis of the people through
their acts of love kike Mavathy Homes and "Sneha
Karam.” They stood for the walues of the Kingdom &and
promoted e in &l itz fullness. We thank God for these
our Meiropoltans wiho showed us the path forwand and
provided creafive and powerful leadership in the power
of the Spird o witness the power of the Gospel May
the Lord of the church confines to bless the Mar Thoma
Church with grest servants of God who will camy on the
rich traditions and tested values with much zeal for the

glory of God.
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LIGHT TO LIFE
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Light fo Life iz an indiative of the Mar Thoma Mizsion
Board of the Diocess of North America and Ewwope
that began in Qctober 20717 . The aim of Light {o Life is
o encourage socisl fransformafion by supporting the
education and hofistic development of less privileged
chaldren in different parts of india. Children supporied
through Light to Life are provided with educstonal
respurces, nuiriious food, sufficient clothing, and
opportunities for emotional, socisl, and spiriual
proatie

The Mar Thoma Mission Boand works in pertnership
with church-related agenciez in  different paris
of India to support the Light to Life program. At
prezent, there are approximately 3,400 chidren being
sponsored through the following mission partners of
fhe Mar Thoma Churchc Christisn Agency for Rural
Deveiopment (CARD), South Trevancore Agency for
Rural Development (STARD), Mar Thoma Evangelistic
Association (MTEA), Ranni-Nilackel Diocese, Chennai-
Bangalore Diocese, and the Kottayam-Kochi Diocese.
Holestic Child Development India (HCDI), based in
Pune, is our moniforing agency. Throughout the global
pandemic, HCDM and our mission pariners have been
able to provide our children and their families with

food provisions, grocery supplies, hygiense kits, end
educationsl matenials.

Those who are imferested in sponsoring a child
may comsct the Mar Thoma Mission Board
(marthomamissionboard@gmad com) for  more
information. The sponsorship amount i $20 a month
($240 a year). The sponsor will be informed of the
child’s name and basic defails and will be periodically
updated about hizfher progress.

The Mission Board iz grateful to all those who have
pledged their sponsorship and who continee to renew
their sponsorship each year, Once again, thank you for
supporting the Light to Life program.

“Truby | t&ll you, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.™
St Maithew 25:40

Rev. Christopher Phil Daniel
Programme Manager




Reflections on

Chrysostom Mar Thoma & Joseph Mar Thoma

Mar Chrysostom Valiya Metropolitan was a2 bishop with
unconditional kove and innate humour. A Bishop, known to the
workd To expenience his goodwill and to work with him is only
possibie by the grace of God. | have received such grace from
God. The [awgiter 2nd thowsghts of Thinumeni had a significant
infiuence on my life. In him, | 52w 2 shepherd who cares
for everyone. When Thirumeni was the Metopolitan, | had
the opportunity to work with lem 2z 2 member of the Sabha
Council and the Episcopal Nomination Board for s years_ |
cherish & 25 a rare and precious experience inmy lifie.

About ten years ago, when | was 2 member of the Sabha
Council, | wsited Thirumeni at the Aramana. After exchanging
plezsaninies, Thirumeni asked me, “lsn't Babu's house af
Thinnasa unoccupied?” He contimeed, "You shoukd empioy
someone 1o take care of iL I & not good to leave a house
wacant for a long time.” | replied, " 1 find 2 gemene person,
| will empioy them o take care of the place. Thirumeni™ He
then added, 71 will give you a person, but you have o pay a
fair salzry.” | agreed with his Holiness. He then continued, "Let
s do one thing. Let my secretary Sunmy George Achen and
hiz famély stay there. They will take good care of the house
akeo” | agreed wholeheartedly. Achen and his famiy stayed
at the house for years. There was 3 person o fake care of
my howse and it turned out 10 be 2 blessing for Achen and hiz
family. | appreciated the way Chrysostom Thirumeni broached
the subject and make me agree to il kK umed out o be a
comfiortabile home for another family

There was care and love in all of Thiomeni's matters. His
prioqity was aiways 0 meet the basic needs of the people.
He constantly used o remind hiz people of this during his
sermons, and it resonated in his actions.
Chryzostom Thremeni was 2 great man who mast be
rememibered with joy no matter how many years pass by.
He made the whole community taugh and think beyond the
spiritieal realm of the Mar Thoma Church. His Holiness used to
shoot armows of humour without hurting amyone's feelings on
a vanety of iszues. His humour was like a painkess injection of
thoughes that stuck in the minds of those who heand it
Chrysostom Thirumeni shook up his andience with laughter
while praising the greamess of others. During the Church
dedication ceremony of Thirovala St John's Cathedral, Mar
Chryzostom and Shagavathahamsam  Maliyoor Sankasan
Mamboothin, were present o deliver speeches. Chrysostom
Thirumeni said, “Thes Mr. Bamboothiri has not worn even
one hundredth of the clothes we all wear In fact, it was oaly
because he was coming here today for this occasion that he
wore these many clothes.” He then asked the audience, "Do
you know why 7™ Thirumeni paused for 2 minute, 35 everyone
sat =fill and wondering how to respond. He then went on to
say, "W all have a lot to hide in life, but Mr. Nambootha here
doesnt have amything o hide.” Lawghter and spplause rmse
froem the andience.

.'l,—i

L

if

Varkey Abraham

Lang lsland MTS, BY

Chryzostom Thirumeni bved humbly and was an angel of God
mmtndhﬂ:emi’nuﬂ of the poor and the common
E.

Joseph Mlar Thoma Metropofitan was a wisionary with
worthwhile relationships. The leadership that the church and
the community received through the esteemed Metropolitan
Joseph AMart Thoma was immense. Thirumeni was an
individusal with a clear vision at all tmes. Special mention
should be made of Thirumeni's ability o stand firm on policy
makers and act acc While [eading various movements
in the Church, Thirtmeni t=ken care o sef up establizh
new institutions and ensure their successhul and

; hpeinzadn B ST
mpu evidenced by the institutions that have
besn in various places.

Joseph Mar Thoma's love and appreciation for the Mar Thoma
commanity in the United States is rememibered with gratitude.
Thirumeni has always been instrumental in the growth of
the diaspora commamity. | also cherish good memonies of
my association with har Thoma Thirumeni. The
retationship between me and His Grace was desp. | consider it
a great privifege to have had a close personal relationship with
Thirumeni and o have worked inthe Sabha Council for
s years. | also consider it my fortune to have learmed

good leadership lessons from Thirumeni, and | iearned a lot
of good things through & | often become emotional when |
remember Thi s care and love for the church and its

peaple.

| wizh to share an event that | consider as a rare experience
in my Ee. Many years ago, my daughter’s wedding was
scheduled D take place a the lsland Mar Thoma
Church, Wew York. RL Rev. Dr Euyakim Mar Goaoriles. the then
Diocesan Bishop, had agreed to solemnize the sacrament. But
before the wedding date Coordlos Thirumen became # and
was admitted to the hospital. However, Jozeph Mar Thoma
Metropolitan, who became aware of our sifieation, came to the
United States from India to conduct the wedding. Thanameni
of his official functions o help us in our time
&mmﬁ,lmmﬁmm mdﬂimmm
of our respecied Thirumeni in many small and big matters.

Hiz Hodmess" love and connection with vanous chorches
and commumities is remarikable in the Ecumenical arena.
Thirumeni offered remaricable leadership to the Kerala Council
of Churches (KGC), and other ecumenical bodies (such as the
NCCL, CCA and CCI and WCC). The decision & build a KCC
arters in his iz commendable. | and
%M:&Mﬂ!ﬂlcmm mgﬂg
10 His Eminence The Most Rew. Or Theodosiuvs Mar Thoma
Metropolitan, who has been appointed by God o lead the Mar
Thoma Church after the mighty path st by Joseph Mar Thoma
Metopolitan.
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Mar Chrysostom Valiya Metropoliten and Joseph Mar
Thoma, Meiropolian are the two great Charioleers that
God Almeghty gifted fo our charch to lead us from the
20th century to the 21st century, and they lefi elegant
legacies o be cherished forever. There are severl
common treits between them in the many decades of
their blessed hife and, &t the same fime, unigue visions
that oar God almighty very finely sculpted to minister for
the advancement of our church.

First, let us podapose the chiddhood of these two icons
of the Mar Thoma Chasrch. Both were bomn info families
of great Christian heritage and that has coniributed to the
earty formation of their minisieral commitment. In the
early days, the extended famdy had tremendous impact
on value judgement, priorities in ife, and determining life-
time commitments. Chrysostom Valiya Metropoliten's
family Bnesge fraces all the way back o a Christian
brought under the order of Edapally king exclusively o
“conzecrate the desecrated.” The early leadership of
Avira Thoma Malpan, Adengspurathu Yousef Kafthanar,
Adengappurstthu Joseph Kassesa, Kalamannil KE
Jacob Kassesa, Very Rev. K. E Dommen (The father of
Chrysostom Valiya Metropolitan) lowdly proclaimed the
ministerial Eneage. The Godly parents named him with a
divine vision as “Dhammistan™ which means “someone
who delights in fulfilling duties.” We could zee that God
certainly honored the vision of the Godly parents fo
elevate Chrysostom Valiva Metropolitan to an increasing
level of duties, including the highest call of duty o the
church in the extension of His Kingdom.

God's snother investment fook place i roughly 4
miles apart and 13 years later, in the birth of a Joseph
to fulfill God's plan for the MTC. Abraham Malpan of
the Palakunnathu family, the early architect of the Mar

Thoma Church (MTC), visibly inspired his family, and
God blessed the church with Mathews Mar Athanasius
Metropolitan (Mar Thoma Xlil), Thomas Mar Athanasius
Metropolitan (Mar Thoma XIV) and Titus Il Mar Thoma
for continued leadership. The Hebrew name Joseph
means “may God sdd” was a prayerful vison siatement
besiowed on Joseph Mar Thoma Metropolian by his
Godiy parents. God did add an exceptionally long Bst of
ministerial dufies io this Joseph of Meramon

Turning Points

Az a member of the extended family, | was privileged fo
have several personal conversetions with Chrysostom
Valiye Metropolitan. Once, | enguired if there was a
significant furning point in his §ife such as his father's
expectation or ife event, o enier the: church ministry.
He =eid that the only staiement that his father made,
subsequent to his emning a BA degree from Linion
Chrigtian College, was fo “remember that your fees for
your siudy wes paid from the salary | received from
Church Gospel work." He said that stalement was a
reaffirming experience o make a comméiment fo the
church minéstry.

The fuming poist in the ke of Joseph Mar Thoma
Metropolifan was al=o & chioice he made following Lnion
Ciwiztian College gradistion fo pursue & itheological
degres from UTC, Kemateka, in relation fo the muliiple
opporiunities that were availsble to a college graduste
at the time.

Church Administration

The history proclaims their commiiment io church was
the highest prionly in §fe and they yielded their ife fo
God's leading o serve the charch in eny capacily in
response tothe evolving needs. While the early aposties

-
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divided the spirtual and administrafive duties to different
leadershap, our chisch tradifion dictates both on our
Bizhops. Both were exemplary in adminisiration and
wiile concurmrently serving as spintusl fathers to the
wiorlidwide MTC.

Focus Areas

God n His infinife plan equips and molds his chosen
instrumenis fo Tl a void that He sees inthe minisiry. We
could ook back and appreciate divine onder exercised in
people and provisions with impeccable fiming.

I hed the distinct honor to drive for Joseph Mar Thoma
Metropoliten for 8 ceremony that fook about 3.5 hours
each way. Az 8 neighbor to my grandfaither Hew
Ealatharsil Joseph Thomas, & menior to him, and &
codlegemate fo my father, Pulivelil Koshy in UG College,
| had identified with the bishop for a long period and
therefore, | was vigilant to serve his nesds.  Knowing
that he had just amved after a cross country travel, as
soon as | met him, | enguired if he would like some soft
music to suppress the road noise and iske & nap, or
chat for & while and then move on to rest. His answer
was that e needs all that, but he does nok remember
when he Iest had soft music to sleep. He went on o
say that they (his folks in India) all know it is daytime
in the US end therefore, he will spesk fo me wihen he
geis a break from his phone calls. He sure had many
calls on administraiive decisions and none theat | recall
on theclogical maiters. The call | remember very well is
hiz very calm and collected answer fo the challenges
on the guslity of sand and grawe! brought for mixing
concrete at & church construction site. | never knew
that Metropoliizns had to deal with guality confrol of
concrete for construction work!

Joseph Mar Thoma Mefropolitan had several visiting
lectureships in US universifies im Detroit, Virginia, eic.,
in theological areas. He also had another unique talent
and =pecial focus on planning and building the nfra-
struciure of the church with & clear vision to faciliiste
its growth. His leadership positions in the international
& national organizations such as NCC of India, CASA,
efc., provided &n expert worldview on struchuring major
programes for growth and the: techniques: for feeding the
growth for furthering the excellence. These skills that
were acquired were put to practice for the MTC.

Following the basic senior mansgement principie to look
at a decade ahead, e envisioned and sponsored several
aclions such as (1) Pumpa rver project to protect the
long-term interest of Maramon Convention, (2) DSMC
studio, blogs eic., to reach out to the youngsters in the

."—I

modern environment, (J) Tharangam — the mission
action center, and fhe Est continues fo support the ever-
growing MTC dreams.

In addifion, he had the most suthoritative knowledge on
the hizstory of MTC that he has inherited from hiz ineage,
and he advanced i through his continued commiiment
for excelience in the primary area of his semnvice. He
addressed the Junior/Senior Sunday School conference
on several occasions and opensd the floor for guestions
of any nature. In responsz to the children’s enquiries, he
even shared that his most joyous event at home was a
dive info the Pumiba river for & bath. He won the hearts
of the teenagers while he offered well-founded anzwers
1o the questions on the faith and pracfices of the church

Chry=ostom Valiya Metropoltan's primary focus area
was affemning owr failh in owr people, and & global
interest in humanity, their happiness and well-being. He
had an uncanny approach o achieve this gosl. He was
impressively effective in the use of his wit and wisdom
o find an entertaining Mustration fo make a memorsble
lesson when expounding the Biblical facts or with &
secular audience for exhorfing & socisl responsihility.
We have enough matensl to consider & new fexi book
on homélelics based on the arfistic mastery of wit in
expounding Biblical mysieries.

Even as the presiding Bishop of the tradiional and
very historic church, he crossed the religious, ethnical,
and the culiural boundaries fo the greater good of the
humanity and advancing the Christian Brotherhood.
While some viewed such unconventional visits and
participation to be very unorthodox, we need to analyze
it in the backdrop of Jesus and His associafions.
Jesus did violste several of the then existing traditional
boundaries for a Babbi in traveling through Samaria,
interaciing with a guesfionable Samariten woman,
dining with tax coliector, end allowing to be anoinéed
with perfume by 8 sinful woman. | believe Chrysostom
Valiya Meiropolitan was emulating the great Master and
His sublime messages visibly and exhoriing us fo re-
| could emphaticelly stele that Chrysostom Valiya
Metropaolitan did not operate from a pre-scripted line of
jokes wmespective of amy audience he was addressing.
In the Iatter period, he had relied on some notes purely
to remain anchored on the subject area and affirm the
points he wanted to convey effectively.

During the 3-day Sunday School Ju'Sr conferences, he
was very keen on staying at the conference facility and
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took great joy in walking with the children to have mesis
and spending all the break times in loving interactions.
He was always surrounded by a large group of young
children who were eager to commumicate with him. In
one of the sermons, Chrysosiom Valiva Melropoian
siated that the Wright brothers disobeyed their parents
who said that humans do not fiy and only the birds do.
The disobedience resulted in developing aicrafis that
acceleraied national and international frave! possible in
extremely limited fime. | wish | had heard that sermon in
my younger days to iry it on my mother fo justify & bit
of disobedience!

Confidential Ministry

Let me also share a noble character they both had in
the personal and confidential ministering. Deep within,
they each had & compassionate heart that reached
out to many for offering consolation to ofhers in their
personal needs. One evangelist, who served in the north
Kerala border area, had & visit from Chrysostom Vakya
Metropolitan. In his visit, he gathered that the evangelist
had greaf difficulty in making ends meet. In a8 couple
of wesks, the evangelist siarted receiving a personal
money order from Chrysosiom Valiya Melropolian
every month for meeting his most essentisl needs. i
continued for & few years undil the evangelist informed
Chryzosiom Valiya Metropolitan thai his condifions
improved, and the special help need not continue.

One of the church staff had fo go through a transfer &
fransition under some unusual circumstances. Joseph
Mar Thoma Metropolifan drove to his residence just
o stop by and jokingly remarked that he could help fo
bury the weekly rafion for sustenance The recipient of
ihiz specisl act of care, shared in confidence with me,
that e had lacked the means to buy hiz ration for the
week ahead. A frue adherence to the Master's words
in Maithew 66 “But when you do a charitsble deed,
do not let your left hand know what your fght hand is
daing, that your chariiable deed may be in secret; and
your Father who sees in secrei will Himself reward
you openly.”

Our God Almighly immensely blessed our MIC
chariocteers, Mar Chrysostom Valiya: Metropolitan and
Joseph Mar Thoma, Metropolitan with a long life. Their
leadership, its schedule, and the faithful sieps they
walked were all part of the divine provizion for blessing
our church. This generafion hed the distinct privilege o
witness two dlustrioes exampdes that God honored His
hismble servanis and He lifted them up to the highest
call of duty. We now cleardy comprehend that "The steps
of & good man are ondered by the Lord, And He delights
in his way.” Pselms 37:23. May these lives confinue fo
nspire us as emisioned by William Carey fo "Expect
great things from God, Attempt great things for God."”

New Clergy Assigned to the
Diocese of North America and Europe

Rev. Abu Cherian
Carmel Mar Thoma Church, Liverpoal,
oi. Andrews Mar Thoma Church, Edinburgh

Wife - Angela Elsa Joseph

Children Anpin Cherry Abu
Arpan Joseph Abu
Home Parish - St Thomas Mar Thoma Church,
Niranam
ST

Mar Thonsa Messenger  July-Rogust-September | 31



._'f._i.ﬂ. I!Inpl .__.

THE AMEHICAH FIESCLIE PLAN

ACT OF 2021
SIX TOP TAKEAWAYS

The American Rescoe Plan Actof 20071 i the most recentround of COVID-13 relief fagistation.
it waz signed inio law by President Biden on March 17,2027,
I = o I
Prof. Philip Thomas CPA
\Retred profeszor of accounting and a tax practiboner for over 37 years in the United States.
He iz & member of Emercan insttute of Certified Public Sccountants, Teszs Sociery of CPAs ond

Dallzs Chapter of CP4s. He iz 2iza 3 Chartered Gioba! Manzgement Acrountant |

1. ADDITIONAL STIMULUS PAYMENTS

Independent students, those not claimed a5 a dependent by someone else, who make up to $75.000 per year will receive
direct stimuls payments of $1.400. Married couples making up to $150.000 per year would receve 52.500. Payments in
lesser amounts will be disbursed to indwidusés and couples up to cut-off caps of $80,000 and $160,000 respectively. Eligible
recipients will also receive $1,400 for each dependent regardiess of age.

2. CHILDCARE ASSISTANCE

The bill alzo increases the 2021 Child Tax Credit (CTC} to $3,000 for families with children under the age of 17 and $3600 for
Thiose with children under 6. Previous base-level income fimitations have been removed, but mcome caps remain, the credit
has besn made entirely refundable, and azsociated refunds can be paid out throughout the year

3. STUDENT LOAN FORGIVENESS IS NOW TAX FREE
The bill 20 requires any student loan debt forgiveness that passes between December 31, 2020 and Januzey 1, 2026 be
considered tx-free. Previoushy. any forgiveness student loan debt was treated as toable income.

4. EXTENDED UNEMPLOYMENT BENEFITS

Security (CARES) Act and the Familiez First Coronavirus Recpomse Act including Federal Pandemic Unemployment
Compensation (FPUC) atthe current £300 per wesk rate, Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA), and Pandemic Emergency
Unemployment Compensation (FEUC).

5. EXCLUSION OF UPTO $10,200 TAXABLE UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION

if yourare married, each spouse receiving unemgioyment compensation doesn T have to pay tax on umemployment compensation
of up to $10,200 in 2070 i adjusted gross income is less than $150,000.

6. RELIEF FROM THE PREMIUM TAX CREDIT
CLAWBACK- 2020

This affects peopie who underestmated their estimated annual income

when apphying for health insurance: through the AGA marketplace.

Previowsly, these individuals wousd have had to pay back some of the

Tax credits they received.




EUROPE ZONE

e Y-
Divcesan Tirumesi with the First Holy Hocesan Tinmmend with the first Holy
Commumicaniz of Al Saints MTC Pelerborough, UK Crmmmumicants of 51. Peter's MTC, London

Firsi Communier St Jehn's MTG, London
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. Mar Thoma parents seftled in USA invite proposal for their

2o-year-old 5 A fall daughter She is presently working
a5 an engineer in New York after completing masters.
She is actively involved in all the church activities and is
family onented. Seeking a suiable professionally gualified
God-fearing boy in US who & family onented with strong
Christian faith. If interested, please respond with defails to
varched3@gmail.com

S — — — — =

M arfon IAL

[ f—

Proposal invited from parents of boys professionally working
in USA or abroad for a good-looking Mar Thomite: girl (32),
5’6" Doctor with two specializations and fellowship for her
second marriage, has no libilties, working in New York,
and living with parents. Please contact: simm3865@gmail.
com

. Mar Thoma parents who have settied in the United States for

30 years are looking for potential partner for their 25-year-
old daughter She has a Master's Degree in Physician
Assistant Studies and is a full-time Physician Assistant at
a University hospital. She is a God-fearing, family-oriented,
94" woman. She is looking for a man between the ages
of 25-29 with height at least 5°8", raised in the USA, has
a stable job, good family values, and is also God-fearing.
Interested parents can message wiig@23@gmail.com.

e e m— =
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Ebenezer Mar Thoma Church,
New York

Ebenezer MTC, New York was blessed to have the
Diocesan Episcopa of the Diocese of Morth America
& Ewrope, Bi Hev. Dr lzaac Mar Philoxenos, visit the
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parish on June 20, 2027, Thiremeni’s visit was on the
34th Parish Day. Thirumeni celebrated Parizh Day Holy
Communion service and 3 children received their first
communion. Thiremeni shared the word of God from
John 4: 13-26. Thirumeni exhorted the parish members
to parficipate in the mission activity of the Diocese and
Church. Thirumeni wrged the parishioners to support the
“Light to Life” program. The episcopal visit to Ebenezer
MTC was a blessed time for the panish to feel and

expenence fhe presence of a Great Shepherd leading
and guiding the Church.

Rev. Aju Abraham (Vicar)

Staten Island Mar Thoma Church,
New York

The Staten [sfand MTC celebrated the 415t parish dey on
June 27, 2021. We were privileged to be blessed with the
presence of our dear Thirumeni, Rt Rev. Ot Iseac Mar
Philoxenos Episcopa, &s the chisf guest Our Diocesan
Secretary Bev. A Abrsham Achen also blessed our
anniversary with his presence and feficitation. Seven of
our younger generation received the holy communion
for the firsk time. The Qurbana was followed by the
parish day celebretions which included felici#stion for
thirty-two of our Greduate Siudents for the yvear 2020
and 2021, felicitation of seven Senior Members for their

Milestone birthdays and fwo of our Senior couple for
their milestone Wedding Anniversaries. Our parish was
also blessed to be the venue for the kick-off event of ,r’f

our Dwcesan Family Conference Souvenir which was -
P

~

o
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supported whole heartedly by many of our Church
Members. The Parish Day Celebrations concluded with
a Fellowship Lunch. We thank Lord Almighiy for the
blezsings showered during the past years as well as the
day's celebrations. We pray for Grace and Mercy from
God for the years fo come.

St. Stephen’s Mar Thoma Church,
July 04", Sunday

Cur Dsocesan Bishop BL Rev. Dr. Isasc Mar Philoxenos
Episcopa visited our parish, 5t Stephen’s MTC, loceted
in East Brunswick, MJ, on July 4, 2021. Thirumeni

led the Holy Communion service and we can proudly
state that 10 younp boys from our church received
the Holy Communion for the first fime. Thirumeni also
had & meeting with the executive commitiee of the
church where we discussed various mafters related fo
our churche it was indeed a blessing for &ll the church
members and first holy commumion parficipents and
we are humbied thai God gave us an opportunity fo
celebrate thiz day with our Diocesan Episcopa.

Rev. Thomas K. Thomas (Vicar)

Episcopal Visits

Salem Mar Thoma Church Eastern
Long Island, New York

Salem Mar Thoma Church Esstern Long island
celebrated its 17th Parish Day on Sunday, July 11, 2021.
On that day, the parich was blessed with the presence of
our Diocesan Bishop, RL. Rev. Or. Isaac Mar Philoxenos
Episcopa. Thirumeni celebraied the Holy Commumson
Service and was the Chief Guest of the Parsh Day
Celebration. Diocesan Secretery, Rev. Aju Abraham,
also attended the service and provided the leadership fo
conduct the programs splendidly.

During the speech in the Parish Day Program, Thirumeni
acknowledged the Salem members for their devotion

towards the Parish and the Diocese, and molding the
young penerafion in the pansh. Thirumeni apprecisted
the Mew Graduates, wished for well qualified fulure,
and presenied plagues during the Graduate appreciation
program:. Fronfline &nd Essentis] Workers in the parish
were honored during the program. Thirumeni presented
cerfificates to the above mentioned, praised them for
their service, dedicafion, and making other peoples
happy. Harvest Festival kick off program was alzo held
duririg the Parish Day Celebration.

Libu Koshy {Secretary)

: )
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Bible Crossword Puzzle -+ 7355,

~Winners List for April, May and June 2021 Issue

1 C.GGeorge Ascension MTC, PA 38 Mariamma K. John Sehion MTC Dalias
2 Manju Mathews Azcension MTC. PA 39 Saramma Varkey Sehion MTC Daflas
o e | e L
4 Abraham Carmel MTC, MA L .
Vmghcse 47 Liba Thomas Phiip 5t Luke's MTC Flarida
5  Ethan Abraham (Gr 1) Carmel MTC, MA & St Luke's MTC Flari
6  Gianna Sage Aguiar (6r2) Canmel MTC, MA by i EU“= Eml*“ﬂ
E “ﬁwﬂ“ﬂs'ﬂiﬂ. Apuiar (Gr 5) Emﬂ'““ﬁﬁ 45 Johann Sund Jacob (6r) 5 Mathews Canada
e 46 Jubd Sund Jacob (Br6) St Mathews Canada
9 Pxdl lsaac [.'.mrralllll'E.HA 47 MW= St Marks MTC FL
10 Sheba Susan Aguiar Carmed MTC, MA 48 Philip St Mathews Canada
11 Jessy Philip Desrot MTC, MI 49 Saramma Alexander St. Mathews Canada
12 Mancy Vamgheze Detroit MTC, M 30 Anmamma | Varughese St Peter's MIC, MJ
13 Usha Sara Thomas Detroit MTC, M 51 Annamma P John &t Peter's MTC, MJ
14 Susan Kurian Ebebezer MTC NY 52 Ehie Beorge St. Peter's MTC. N
15 Mathew T Mathew Epiphany MTC. MY ﬁ iilgllriﬂ_mua %mmﬁﬁ
16 Sarsmma Chackn ipheanmy MY Simon Peter's
17 Hleyamina Mathews Emmmm 55 Gally George St. Peter’s MTC, NJ
18 Sara Philip TG, Hoaston o6 Sosamama Varghese ot Peters MIC, NJ
19 Sosamma Abraham Long lskand MTC NY g mmahﬁm Emsumnlﬁ'm
20 Leelamma Chacko Long l=iand MTC NY 59 Eisy Philip Staten I=land MTC. Y
23 Joanma Zachariah MTC Dédahoma 62 Regi Mathew Staten |sland MTC. NY
24 TC. Zachariah MTC Okiahoma Varghese Trinity MTC Houston
25  Mary George MTC San Francisco B4 Mathew (5 Br) Trinity MTC Houston
26 Mathews George MTC San Francisco 65 Thomas Yarghess Trmity MTC Houston
27 Annamma Abraham Philadelphia MTC, PA 66 Achamma Chacko Trinity MTC., Houston
98 K.C.Jacob Philadelphia MTC, PA g Gracy P Vattakunnel mmm
29  Kunjamma Jacoh Philadelphia MTC, PA Jessy Baboo Tranity MTL., Houston
30 Susan Mathews Philadelphia MTC, PA 63 Hunjamma Thomas Trinity MTL, Houston
31 SusiaJoy Phifade|phia MTC. PA ;1“ ﬁiﬂ'ﬁ‘-‘-"ﬂ“ﬂ Wm%*“ﬂm
32 TharamelE Aleander  Philadelphia MTC, PA L m'ﬂiﬁiﬁﬂ wm-m
33 Hannah P Daniel Salem MTC, NY 0 i, S T MIC. Houton
i LREURR PGS S0 S By 74 Shawn Varghese Trinity MTC. Houston
33 Shabu Abraham Salem MTL. WY 75 TA Mathew Trinity MTC, Houston
36 Starly Thomas Salem MTL. NY 76 Valsa Mathew Trinity MTC, Houston
37 Biju John Sehion MTC, Dallas T7 Vichal Mathew (Gr5)  Trinity MIC, Housion
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B B O CaEEEEE Bible Crossword Puzzle

April, May, June 2021
Issue: Isaiah 91-60
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Bible Crossword Puzze -

as |n HI'.' I:alah ﬁ1 -ﬁﬁ Jeremlah 1 -2

ACROSS:

1. The spirk of Te Lord Cod is upon me, e Nias sentme o bing good
nzws ko e apgressed. b bind up Be :

& \Whoever 2 biessing i the [ng will 6o 50 by e one
Uz God

3 The word of the Lond came 0 me i "“Wiat 40 you sec”" 7 see
__ matis boling,”| answesed.

16 I had plantes you ke 3 Choice Wne, of Sound and refable sock. How
fen cid you um agEinst me inin 2 cornipt, wid ¥

11. nhis____and mercy he redesmed them: he Bfted Them up and canied
fem.

12 AR OTUS have become e 0ne who s unciean, and 2 our
righieous acts are ke Mty

13. Do notbe araid of Tem, for | 2m Wil you and vl
geciares the Lo,

e Forwith Sire and with his swoed s Loed will sl

o 3 peopis.
18 A5 3 motser comforts her chil; 5o Wil l

yoL

. The and e lamb wil fesd together on 2l my holy mountain®
says e Lo

72 ¥el you. Lond, are o Famer We are e . you e the
potter we @ 2K the work of your Band.

T3 "This I5 what the Lo says- =1 rememiser the of your youth.

74 "Befose | formeed YU In the WomD | knew you, bElors you wese
I 5¢t you apat.
TE. 1 deAght gready In the Lord; my Fejoices In my God.
7. Like cattie that go down i S plain, they Were given rest by the Spint
of the Lord This IS how you guided your peopie i maie for yourseff a
Agme.

DB Yol wH be 3 erown of
ElEem in e naond o your God.

4 " He who dics 3t 3 himdsed will be Tougst 3 mens i

i ke Loerd"s hame. 3 soyal

14
1E

7.

They Wil not o7 in wain, nor wil By bear children doomed o
mestortene for ey Wil be 3 pemie by the Lard.
See, Inday | appoint you OVEr aN0ns ane o upot... o
bl ase tn plant.

The Loed has Sworn by bis right hand and by his mighty am: “Newer
again wil | gve: yoer grain 2= food for your

The Israciies i ol in my sight and chose what
Then e Loed reached oot his hand and touched my mouth and said o
e, "1 have: UL Ty Woeds I your :
 ommyboly mountan” 535

The B0n will £t siraw ke he

e Los.

The Vabiey of Achor wil BECOME 2 resing péacs for herds, for my peopls
who__ me

“For |, the Lor, lowe : | e robibery and wrongaoing.
Ther wil be known: amang the nations and ker

affspring amang e peopies.
Wihere 2 your 2631 and your might? You
cOMmpassion are willibekd feom as.
mmmnu-ummmmrrmmmgmm
faat mmy word s

Have you not Brought Bis umnmm-:-m Lord yoor God
when he led you in e
They Wil be cakd e

Peopis, T Redsemed of

#; Low: 2nd you wil be caled Sought After the CRY o Lenger
Deseried.

el bo: Phillp Manued, 23 Lake Strest, Billerics B4 01821
Canitact Phone: 97B-663-3203

| Seanned - vis Email: Vierampath23@ map.com
| Phense include your name, phome number, emall sddress, rame of your Perish and State of resdence. (Childnen - Grade in Schoal)
| Prepared by: Mr. Philip Manuel and Mrs. Lails Anie Philip, Carmel MTC Boston, MA

Deadline for Answers: September 25, 2021 ‘
1
|
|
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Thanksgiving and the Condolence Meeting
in honor of Chrysostom Valiya Metropolitan

The Condolence & Thanksgiving Meeting in honor of Laie Most Rev. Dr. Philipose Mar Chrysosiom Mar Thoma
Viafya Metropolitan was held on Sunday, May 16, 2021, at £:00 p.m. E5T via the Zoom pleiform and the Mar Thoma
Media YouTube Channel. Diocesan Bishop, Bt Rev. Dr. Isaac Mar Philoxenos Episcopa; presided over the meefing.
Bizhop Joy Alappat, Auniliary Bishop St Thomas Syro Malaber Diocese, Chicago, Archbizhop Theethose Yeldho, the
Archibishop of the Malankara Archdiccese of the Syriac Orthodox Church in North Amenica, New York State Senator
Kevin Thomas, H. G. Philippos Mar Siephanos, Syro-Malankara Catholic Church, Dr. Zac Varghese, London, Bishop
Peter Eafon, Very Rey. Dr. Cherian Thomas, D P V. Cheran, Chicago, Mrs. Biji Joby, Dallas, and Ms. Sincie Chacko,
Deinoit, represented warious churches and organizations.

I (BITUARY B

Mr. A K. George

Mr. A K George (Georgekutty) was calied fo eternity on Wednesday,
March 17, 2027 st the age of 81. He hailed from Ancheril Family of
Ansprambal, Kerala, and was an active member of Trindy Mar Thoma
Church, Houston, and served many years as the Trustee of the pansh.
He was alzo very active in the Mexico Mizsion Project of the Dincese and
visited several tmes during the early steges of the project. Lel us praise
Ged for the fe of Mr & K. George and remember with grefitude the
services e rendered fo Triniy Mar Thome Church and fo the Diocese.

Rev. Roshen V. Mathews
Trmity Mar Thoma Church, Houston

—
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COVID 13 HUMANITARIAN RELIEF

A zignificant number of people in Kerala and different
parts of India have been gravely impacied by the
global pandemic. As the number of people infecied
with COVID-19 continued to surge exponentially, i was
quite evident that there would be an immense strain on
resources availabie for organizetions and commumities
to properly deal with this humanitaran crisis. In the light
of these crtical circumstances, the members of the
Diocese of North Amenica amnd Furope joined hands fo
support those severely affected by COVID-19.

As per the guidance of our Diocesan Bishop, as
communicated through Diocesan Circular 20852021
on April 2B, 2021, the pariches of the Diocese of
Morth America and Europe coniributed generously and
collected a substantial amount of funds for the purposs
of supporfing relef efforts in various parts of Indéa. The
Diocese has distributed funds fo Santhigin Ashram in
Alnva wiich has been designated as a COVID treatment
cender Palients with COVID-19 can avail the senvices
provided at Santhigan Ashram such as freetment, food
supplies, and medical and hygiene kits. The Diocese
has slso parinered with Holbstic Child Development
india (HCDI) to provade for 1,000 families in Kamatska
and Orissa, whose children are supporied by the Light
io Life program, with food provisions, grocery supplies,
hygiene kits, and educafional materials. In addition fo
this, the Diocese has also distributed the funds collected

io purchase ventilators and to upgrade the ICU's at the
Mar Thoma Mission Hospilal Kumbanad and the St
Thomas Mission Hospital Keifenam. This particular
effort was coordinated through the Mar Thoma Sabha
Oifice.

Let us confinue fo pray for all the people sffecied by
this pandemic and confinue to support those who are
in need. May God bring healing and wholeness fo all of
creation.

by,
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Beyt Complimenty Frow

THOMSONS

Travel & Tours

Offering low fares to Trivandrun
Hyderabad, Mumbai, Delhi, Caleut

Qur mission at Thomsons Travel is to provide excellent
customer service and competitive fares on all your travel needs.

Call us today to receive the best 1n value and service!

Visit Us:
216-03 Jamaica Avenue
Queens Village, NY 11428 .
Call Us v |
718-468-4200
E -?I..Jf:r.".' s
sales@thomsonstravel.com thomsans




NAEA INATP

Professional, Personal,
Full-service Accounting
& Tax Cnnsuitmg

ive vl the individnz] attention that yoz deserve.
£ h
Tax Preparation Services

Sales Tax & Fayroll Tax Services
|.1.'||. LR

Formation of Business Entities e T el
m_orporalions

FBAR & FATCA Compliance Reporting

& Partnerships
and Filings 7

= Limited Liability ¢

IR5 & State Auait Hepreseniation w Mon-profit Organizations

IHEI."I"IH HH EA, M rrmuumj @ . SHAJU SAM EA, Ms (Taation)
osiane e ' '
W shelvinsam. ea@gmail.com

& P,
o L

N

Linion Turnpike, ur-1||-r nse, NY 11426
& 118 347 0608 / 815 301 2757 % profaccountingandtax com




Diocese of North America & UK | Mon - Profit Organization
2320 Merrick Ave US Postage Paid Merrick, NY
Merrick, NY - 11566 Parmit Mo: 198

YOUniversey

Because your business
means the world to us.

O courgse vau can exgec |'!'.rr:|'_|-'_'I IR
rates, commercial marigages
husiness bines of credit. and
aevarylhing else yaur busi

needs = DUt you can expect mote

from Hanowver, Faster turnarcunds

business and adtually know
and & pank that shares ¥ou
and velues you more Boltam line:

YO are the cenber of all we d

Garden Ofty Park | B16.240.4868

F] hanﬂvﬂr the bank of you* uhhmg:-lm ﬂﬁ:ﬂ
Forest Hills | 5465603800

Sumset Park | 7188334528

emmbur
hamowerbank.com 00 Hanouar Coemanity Bari, Al ighe reserved. NMLE 1D PTRaees  [Toees PG
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